Radio 4 Listings for 15 — 21 November 2025

Page 1 of 20

SATURDAY 15 NOVEMBER 2025

SAT 00:00 Midnight News (m002m1pb)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

SAT 00:30 The Everest Obsession (m001y2x7)
5. The future of climbing Everest

Is a global obsession with Everest creating unnecessary risk for
the people who work there? On 18 April 2014, an avalanche
killed 16 sherpas on the mountain. They were picking their way
through the dangerous Khumbu Icefall carrying heavy
equipment for climbing companies. The tragedy shone a
spotlight on the commercial side of the mountain, where
hundreds attempt the summit each year, supported by sherpas.
Rebecca Stephens became the first British woman to reach the
summit in 1993.

We hear what draws people to climb Everest now and different
ideas about adventure from guests including Sir Chris
Bonington, as well as concerns about climate change and
overcrowding.

This was first broadcast in 2024.

Presenter: Rebecca Stephens MBE

Producer: Laura Jones

Production Assistance in Kathmandu: Pradeep Bashyal
Sound design: Craig Boardman

Editor: Clare Fordham

Production Coordinators: Gemma Ashman and Ellie Dover
Commissioning Executive: Tracy Williams
Commissioning Editor: Dan Clarke

SAT 00:48 Shipping Forecast (m002m1pd)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

SAT 01:00 Selection of BBC World Service Programmes
(m002m1pg)

BBC Radio 4 presents a selection of news and current affairs,
arts and science programmes from the BBC World Service.

SAT 05:30 News Summary (m002m1pj)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

SAT 05:34 Shipping Forecast (m002m1pl)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

SAT 05:43 Prayer for the Day (m002m1pn)
Taste and See!

A spiritual comment and prayer to start the day with Swarzy
Shire

Growing up, I've always been around food and when my family
throw a party, it’s always in the kitchen! My Mum is from
Guyana and my Dad is from Mauritius so my home is full of
flavour, laughter, and music - but not much faith. My parents
aren’t Christians and don’t believe in Jesus, but I had a life
changing moment at 14 years old... after being caught
shoplifting.

The shopkeeper was furious when he found empty hangers in
the changing room and immediately called the police. I
panicked and, in desperation, I prayed for the first time: “God,
if You're real, please help me. Get me out of this mess, and I'll
follow You for the rest of my days.” To my surprise, the
shopkeeper put down the phone, opened the door, and let me
go.

I'd never experienced such mercy like that before. That same
week, a friend from school invited me to her youth church.
Someone handed me an Oreo milkshake before leading my
upstairs where their testimony night was happening. I listened to
other young people shared how Jesus met them in their mess
with mercy and grace. And that night, I met Him too.

Psalm 34:8 is one of my favourite verses from the bible: “Taste
and see that the Lord is good!” Looking back on my life, both
food and faith have helped me experience God’s goodness.
That’s why I love reading how Jesus often shared meals with
people - from wedding feasts to breakfast by the sea - moments
where His kindness and care were revealed in the most
ordinary, human ways.

1 pray there would be moments this week, that we might taste
and see the goodness of God in our own lives and find that His
love is sweeter than life itself...and Oreo milkshakes too.
Amen.

SAT 05:45 In the Loop (m001nvp8)
3. A Strange Loop

...a circle has no beginning and no end. It represents rebirth and

regeneration, continuity and infinity. From wedding rings to
stone circles, in poetry, music and the trajectories of the planets
themselves, circles and loops are embedded in our imaginations.

Poet Paul Farley goes walking in circles in five very different
‘loopy’ locations. He visits a stone circle, a roundabout and a
rollercoaster to ask why human beings find rings and circles so
symbolic, significant and satisfying.

The earliest civilisations were drawn to the idea of closing a
circle and creating a loop; in human relationships we’d all rather
be within the circle of trust; and in arts and music our eyes, ears
and minds are inexorably drawn towards loops and repetitions.

As he puts himself in the loop — sometimes at the centre and
sometimes on the circumference — Paul has circular
conversations with mathematicians and physicists, composers
and poets. Each one propels him into a new loop of enquiry.
And that’s because a circle has no beginning and no end...

Today Paul is on location in a location that doesn’t exist. At the
top of a building a procession of monks climb a staircase while
another line of monks comes down. Yet the top of the staircase
somehow — impossibly - loops back round to the bottom. M.C.
Escher’s print Ascending and Descending is an example of a
‘strange loop’, a loop which ascends through different levels yet
still comes back to its starting point. Paul explores strange loops
in art, maths and music with Mark Veldhuysen from the Escher
Foundation and mathematicians Marcus du Sautoy and Eugenia
Cheng.

Producer: Jeremy Grange

SAT 06:00 News and Papers (m002m8zb)
The news headlines, including a look at the newspapers.

SAT 06:07 Ramblings (m002mo0f9)
India in the Cotswolds with Corinne Fowler and Raj Pal

Clare is walking in the Cotswolds with author Corinne Fowler
and historian Raj Pal, whose family has roots in both Britain
and India.

Corinne is leading the way, recreating and extending the “Indian
Walk in the Cotswolds” walk she originally took with Raj for a
chapter in her book Our Island Stories: Ten Walks through
Rural Britain and its Hidden History of Empire. As they
ramble, they reflect on how the British countryside is deeply
connected to colonial history.

Beginning on the Heart of England Way at Bourton on the Hill,
they pass Sezincote House, a Neo-Mughal estate built in 1805
by a former East India Company officer, take in the Church of
St James in Longborough, before circling back to the Horse and
Groom pub in Bourton.

Map: OS Explorer OL45 The Cotswolds - Burford, Chipping
Camden, Cirencester, Stow on the Wold

Grid Ref: SP 173 325 Near the Horse & Groom pub, Bourton
on the Hill

Presenter: Clare Balding
Producer for BBC Studios: Karen Gregor

SAT 06:30 Farming Today (m002m8zg)
15/11/25 EFRA questions, report on farming in Wales, drought,
potato harvest, mushrooms, truffles, cider

Eight weeks after taking up her post as DEFRA Secretary of
State, Emma Reynolds has faced her first barrage of questions
from the cross-party group of MPs at the EFRA select
committee. MPs quizzed her about farming profitability,
fishing policy, water pollution, border controls and illegal meat.
They asked about environmental payments too and she
acknowledged that mistakes had been made and lessons learned
when the Sustainable Farming Incentive was suddenly
suspended earlier this year.

A report by the House of Commons’ Welsh Affairs Committee
is calling for the Government's inheritance tax on farmers to be
halted, because it says the tax will have a detrimental impact on
Welsh farming.

The Environment Agency's warned that unless we see some
serious rain, England will be in drought next year. We find out
how this year's lack of water has affected the potato harvest.

Mushroom growers face many challenges: rising energy costs;
sourcing the staff to pick them; and finding alternatives to peat
for growing the crop. We visit a family farm in Northern
Ireland that's become one of the UK's biggest producers of
organic mushrooms.

Truffle cultivation isn't usually associated with Scotland but
milder, wetter summers are providing new opportunities,
according to one professor who's developing new methods of

cultivating truffles.

This year's apple harvest has been a bumper one, but with a
small orchard on a small landmass, the family producing cider
on Guernsey have had to find a creative way to supplement
their crop.

Presenter = Charlotte Smith
Producer = Rebecca Rooney

SAT 06:57 Weather (m002m8zl)
The latest weather reports and forecast

SAT 07:00 Today (m002m8zq)
Today (Saturday)

SAT 09:00 Saturday Live (m002m8zv)
Paul and Hollie Cook, Baking, Extreme Cleaning, and the
Inheritance Tracks of Richard E Grant

On a wet and windy Saturday Live, Hollie Cook joins us to
discuss a career that has seen her music streamed millions of
times online, as well what it's like to be raised by a Sex Pistol -
her dad, Paul Cook is with us too, still drumming up a storm
half a century after it all started.

The almost indecently talented Jasmine Mitchell - completing a
degree in medicine while finding time to win Bake Off by a
country mile.

Extreme cleaner Ben Giles started out cleaning windows, and
moved into cleaning crime scenes and all manner of
unspeakable things.

Also today we talk to the award-winning TikToker championing
the humble bus and we have the Inheritance Tracks of Barbra
Streisand obsessive...Richard E Grant.

Presenter: Adrian Chiles
Producer: Ben Mitchell

Assistant Producer: Lowri Morgan
Researcher: Jesse Edwards

Editor: Glyn Tansley

SAT 10:00 Curious Cases (m002m8zz)
Series 24

Mysteries from the Final Frontier

Space: the final frontier, a deep dark realm full of questions and
mysteries - many of which science can't yet satisfactorily
answer.

But that won't stop the Curious Cases team!

In a special edition recorded in front of an audience at the BBC
Radio Theatre in London, Hannah Fry and Dara O Briain team
up with a panel of guests who know their way around the
universe: presenters from the world's longest running science
TV show, The Sky At Night.

With the intergalactic expertise of George Dransfield, Chris
Lintott and Maggie Aderin-Pocock, Hannah and Dara tackle a
slew of space-related questions put forward by the listeners -
exploring topics ranging from the sound of stars and the shape
of the universe, to the search for alien life.

To submit your question to the Curious Cases team, please
email: curiouscases@bbc.co.uk

SPACE AUDIO CLIPS:

- Maggie's Choice: In 2005, the European Space Agency's
Huygens probe descended to the surface of Saturn's moon
Titan. Microphones aboard Huygens recorded the sounds of
descent and landing, then The Planetary Society and scientists at
the University of California helped ESA process the audio.
CREDIT: European Space Agency (Huygens probe) / HASI-
PWA Team (instrument and data) / The Planetary Society
(processing)

- George's Choice: The black hole at the centre of the Perseus
galaxy cluster has been associated with sound for years, since
astronomers discovered that pressure waves sent out by the
black hole caused ripples in the cluster's hot gas that could be
translated into a note. This new sonification was released for
NASA's Black Hole Week in 2022.

CREDIT: NASA

- Chris's Choice: In 2023, the Planck space telescope picked up
echoes left by soundwaves that travelled through the early
Universe. This primordial hum was then translated into
frequencies we can hear.

CREDIT: NASA

Producer: Lucy Taylor

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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Executive Producer: Alexandra Feachem
A BBC Studios Production

SAT 10:30 The Kitchen Cabinet (m002m902)
Series 50

Hastings

Jay Rayner and the panel are in Hastings in front of a live
audience who are in need of answers to their kitchen
conundrums. Joining Jay to offer their best advice are chefs,
cooks and food writers Melissa Thompson, Sophie Wright and
Shelina Permalloo, alongside resident food historian Dr Annie
Gray.

Jay welcomes local fishmonger, Sonny Elliot from Rock-A-Nor
Fisheries to give a flavour of the local fish while the panel
suggest uses for a bottle of advocaat and tackle one of the
trickiest of questions... is life too short to peel a pineapple?

Also, with the Battle of Hastings serving as inspiration, they
turn their taste buds to Normandy, and in particular, the
delicious cream produced in the region.

Producer: Dominic Tyerman
Assistant Producer: Dulcie Whadcock

A Somethin' Else production for BBC Radio 4

SAT 11:00 The Week in Westminster (m002m905)
The Guardian's political editor Pippa Crerar assesses the latest
developments at Westminster.

Following a turbulent week for the government, with talk of
plots to replace the Prime Minister and speculation over the
budget, Pippa speaks to two Labour MPs, Chris Curtis and
Rachael Maskell, about the mood on the Labour backbenches.

To discuss the challenges for BBC following the resignation of
its director general, Pippa speaks to Conservative peer Tina
Stowell, a former Head of Corporate Affairs at the BBC and
Anna Sabine, the Liberal Democrat spokesperson for Culture,
Media and Sport.

To discuss the state of the prison system, Pippa is joined by
former Conservative Justice Secretary David Gauke who,
earlier this year, carried out a review into sentencing for the
government.

And, to give their take on a difficult week for the Prime
Minister, Pippa is joined by the political editor of the News
Statesman magazine Ailbhe Rea and Luke Tryl the Managing
Director of the polling company More in Common.

SAT 11:30 From Our Own Correspondent (m002m907)
The shadow of Islamic State in Syria

Kate Adie introduces stories from Syria, the Philippines,
Tanzania and Brazil.

During his visit to Washington this week, Syria’s interim
president Ahmed Al Sharaa announced that Syria will join the
coalition of 90 countries trying to eliminate the remnants of the
Islamic State group. The threat of IS is increasing on Syrian
soil, where 8,000 suspected IS fighters remain in jails, and
34,000 of their family members are held in camps. Orla Guerin
reports on the new generation growing up in the camps.

Last week the Philippines was hit by Typhoon Fung-wong - the
twenty first big tropical storm to hit the country this year.
Jonathan Head reflects on how the country copes with its
vulnerability to natural disasters - and the growing anger over
misappropriation of millions of dollars designated for
improving flood defences.

Tanzania recently experienced its worst post-election violence
in decades. The newly elected president, Samia Suluhu Hassan,
was inaugurated after the country’s electoral commission
declared she had won 98 per cent of the vote. In her speech she
insisted the election was free and fair - though critics accuse the
government of eliminating any credible political competition.
Victor Kenani has been following the story on Tanzania’s
border with Kenya.

Global leaders met this week in the Brazilian city of Belem for
the latest COP climate summit, though it was off to a rocky
start when it was not entirely clear what new - and renewed -
pledges would be up for discussion. Watching on was our
Climate Editor Justin Rowlatt.

Producer: Serena Tarling

Production coordinators: Katie Morrison and Sophie Hill
Editor: Richard Fenton-Smith

SAT 12:00 News Summary (m002m909)

The latest national and international news from BBC Radio 4.

SAT 12:04 Money Box (m002m90c)
Water Bills and Graduate Jobs

A record number of households across England and Wales are
now getting social tariffs from water suppliers to help cut their
bills. Two million households now get support according to a
new report from the Consumer Council for Water, which is up
by 22% on last year. It comes as nearly 3 million are now in
debt to water companies, owing an average of £744. What's
behind that rise?

If you're a recent graduate - or you know one - then you're
probably already aware of how tough the jobs market can be
right now. Several recent reports show finding work with a new
degree has got harder in recent years. We'll look at what help
there is for graduates.

New data shows that hundreds of thousands of former students
are eligible for nearly £100 million pounds worth of refunds on
their loans. How can you apply?

And how can banks do more to support people with learning
disabilities?

Presenter: Felicity Hannah

Reporters: Dan Whitworth and Eimear Devlin
Editor: Jess Quayle

Senior News Editor: Sara Wadeson

(First broadcast on Radio 4 at 12pm, Saturday 15th November
2025)

SAT 12:30 The Naked Week (m002m1ns)
Series 3

Trump, Traitors, and RIP Tim Davie

This week, The Naked Week fundraises for the BBC, welcomes
a traitor, and necromances a potato.

From host Andrew Hunter Murray and The Skewer's Jon
Holmes, Radio 4’s newest Friday night comedy The Naked
Week returns with a blend of the silly and serious. From
satirical stunts to studio set pieces via guest correspondents and
investigative journalism, it's a bold, audacious take not only on
the week’s news, but also the way it’s packaged and presented.

Host: Andrew Hunter Murray
Guests: Paul Gorton, Milo Edwards, and The BNC Players
James Akka, Holly Skinner and Amy Small

Investigations Team: Cat Neilan, Cormac Kehoe, Freya Shaw

Written by:
Jon Holmes
Katie Sayer
Gareth Ceredig
Jason Hazeley
James Kettle

Additional Material:
Sophie Dickson

Ali Panting

Darren Phillips

Cooper Mawhinny Sweryt
David Riffkin

Live Sound: Jerry Peal

Post Production: Tony Churnside
Clip Assistant: David Riffkin
Production Assistant: Molly Punshon

Assistant Producer: Katie Sayer
Producer and Director: Jon Holmes

Executive Producer: Phil Abrams.

An unusual production for BBC Radio 4

SAT 12:57 Weather (m002m90f)
The latest weather forecast

SAT 13:00 News (m002m90h)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

SAT 13:10 Any Questions? (m002m1nz)
Baroness Bennett, Kate Ferguson, David Simmonds MP,
Baroness Smith

Alex Forsyth presents political debate from the Majestic Wine
headquarters in Watford with the Green Party peer Baroness
Bennett of Manor Castle, the political editor at The Sun on

Sunday Kate Ferguson, the Shadow Minister for Levelling Up,
Housing and Communities David Simmonds MP and the
Labour Party peer Baroness Smith of Malvern.

Producer: Gareth Nelson-Davies
Lead Broadcast Engineer: Andrew Lenton

SAT 14:05 Any Answers? (m002m90k)
Listeners respond to the issues raised in the preceding edition of
Any Questions?

Producer: Ed Prendeville

Assistant Producer: Ribika Moktan
Researcher: Jesse G Edwards
Editor: Glyn Tansley

SAT 14:45 The Archers (m002m1nv)

Rex and Phoebe watch while the Adviser inspects the beaver
enclosure. When Kate messages that she wants to join them
Phoebe admits she’s finding it hard dealing with Kate, before
the Adviser beckons Rex over. Later, Rex tells Phoebe and Kate
that the underwater grilles need reinforcement before getting
approval. It'll put the release back several weeks, meaning
Phoebe will miss it. Kate’s surprised by how upset Phoebe is,
wondering if everything’s all right? Kate then gives grateful
Phoebe a pep talk, saying she’ll be a better mother than Kate
was. And best of all, Kate promises to stay with Phoebe and
Brodie until the baby arrives. Phoebe covers that she’s over the
moon.

Amber tells George about her mother’s privileged upbringing
and how everyone comes up short in her estimation. Bill arrives
for lunch, casually mentioning Amber’s mother can’t make it,
before heading to the bar. Amber knew her mother would find
something more important to do than making things right with
her daughter. George tries to carry the conversation with Bill,
who’s dismissive of Amber’s online activities, before following
up with scathing remarks about Amber’s education and life
choices. Amber responds by criticising her mother’s lack of
ambition, pushing Bill to admit she still hasn’t come round to
Amber being with George. George then insists he will look after
Amber, no matter what. But when George disappears
temporarily Bill is dismissive of him. After Bill goes Amber
tries to disabuse George of the notion that the meeting went
well, but George is convinced everything’s going to work out.

SAT 15:00 Secrets and Lies (m002mffm)
Shirley's Party

For 50 odd years Shirley has had to keep things to herself. At
her husband Roy's insistence. Roy is a secretive man, and this
has made Shirley's life quite tricky. Now Roy is dying and he
wants that kept secret too.

But Shirley has started talking, to her neighbour. And likes how
it feels. She finds herself telling him about Roy. Even about
Michael, their son, who is in prison for manslaughter. And this
new feeling, of being able to talk, leads her, recklessly, to
decide to throw her first party. For Michael, the day he gets out
of prison.

A play about a family emerging into the light, blinking, looking
around and seeing possibilities. It's also a romance.

Cast
Shirley ..... Rachel Davies
Roy ..... Philip Jackson

Alan ..... Alan Williams
Michael ..... Ralph Ineson
Lindsey ..... Christine Bottomley
Zoe ..... Eden Ottman

Mia ..... Faye Weerasinghe

Written by Katie Hims

Sound by Pete Ringrose

Produced by Mary Peate

Directed by Jessica Dromgoole

A Hooley Production for BBC Radio 4

Katie Hims is one of the country’s most celebrated radio
dramatists. Notable plays and series include Lost Property,
Black Eyed Girls, Home Front, 24, Kildare Road, Middlemarch
and Behind the Scenes at the Museum. Her most recent original
play for radio, Waterloo Station, written for Ralph Ineson and
Christine Bottomley, won the Writer’s Guild Best Audio Drama
Award 2023.

SAT 16:00 Woman's Hour (m002m90p)
‘Weekend Woman's Hour: Christine Flack, Women’s Football
Stadiums, Pelvic Girdle Pain, Fatherhood, Eleanor of Castile

Caroline Flack was a Bafta-winning TV presenter, host of

shows including Love Island and The X Factor. In February of
2020, she took her own life ahead of a court case in which she
was charged with the assault of her then boyfriend, after weeks

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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of press scrutiny. Her mother Christine Flack tells Clare
McDonnell about spending the past five years uncovering
documents from the Metropolitan Police and the Crown
Prosecution Service to try to find out more about the events
around Caroline’s death and she also questions the role of the
press. That journey is documented in a two-part documentary
out on Disney+ called Caroline Flack: Search for the Truth.

This week, Women’s Super League Football officially unveil
Design Guidelines for the Delivery of Elite Women’s Stadiums
in England — a world first framework supporting clubs, local
authorities, and architects in building or upgrading venues
specifically for their women’s teams. They say the rapid growth
of the women’s game has demonstrated that football venues,
historically built and designed for male players and fans, need
to be better equipped to cater towards the specific needs of
female athletes and supporters. Hannah Buckley, Head of
Infrastructure, Safety and Sustainability for WSL football and
Suzy Wrack, women’s football correspondent for the Guardian
discuss.

Pelvic Girdle Pain, also known as pubic symphysis dysfunction,
affects an estimated one in five pregnant women. It is often
mild but can sometimes be debilitating and it's been highlighted
by a BBC news report that has come out today. It's not harmful
to the baby, but it can affect simple things like the mother's
mobility. Kylie Pentelow spoke to Victoria Roberton, who
experienced Pelvic Girdle Pain during her first pregnancy - she
is now coordinator at the Pelvic Partnership, and Dr Nighat
Arif, a GP specialising in women's health.

As part of the Radio 4 Fatherhood season, Clare McDonnell
and her guests discuss the role of fatherhood in men’s lives.
Darren Harriott is a 37-year-old comedian and presenter of
Father Figuring. Darren has now lived longer than his dad, who
took his own life while in prison, and he is questioning would
he be a good dad? What even makes a good dad? They were
joined by Dr Robin Hadley who has written a book looking at
why men, like himself, do not become fathers.

Eleanor of Castile was England’s Queen as wife of Edward 1.
When she died in Lincoln in 1290, heartbroken Edward brought
her body back to London with a 200 mile funeral cortege,
commissioning 12 elaborate crosses to be created at every place
her body rested. Historian Alice Loxton retraced the walk last
year on the anniversary of the procession, a mere 734 years
later. She joined Kylie Pentelow to tell her why.

Presenter: Kylie Pentelow
Producer: Annette Wells

SAT 17:00 PM (m002m90r)
Full coverage of the day's news

SAT 17:30 Political Thinking with Nick Robinson
(m002m90t)

'I'm preparing for government': Plaid Cymru leader Rhun ap
Torwerth

Can Plaid Cymru replace Labour as the party of power in Wales
next year? Rhun ap Iorwerth, the party's leader, thinks so.

Rhun ap Torwerth joins Nick in the Political Thinking studio to
talk about how his parents' passion for Welsh heritage and
language formed the basis for his vision for the country.

They explore Welsh identity and the anti-monarchy spirit that
inspired the name of his teenage band.

Also on the agenda: immigration, mispronunciations, and
Robbie Williams.

Producer: Daniel Kraemer
Research: Chloe Desave
Editor: Leela Padmanabhan

SAT 17:54 Shipping Forecast (m002m90w)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

SAT 17:57 Weather (m002m90y)
The latest weather reports and forecast

SAT 18:00 Six O'Clock News (m002m910)
Donald Trump Says He Will Press Ahead With Legal Action
Against BBC

Donald Trump has said he will speak to Sir Keir Starmer this
weekend about his plans to sue the BBC for the way it edited
footage of one of his speeches. The corporation has apologised,
but is refusing to pay him compensation. Mr Trump insists he
has an "obligation" to press ahead with legal action, saying he is
seeking up to five billion dollars. In other news, a leading
refugee charity has said the government's plan to allow people
granted asylum to stay in the UK only temporarily will not deter

small boat crossings. And Storm Claudia causes widespread
flooding in Monmouth.

SAT 18:15 Loose Ends (m002m912)
John Lloyd, Valene Kane, Kit Green, Luvcat, Jessica Swale

What's a Kentucky? Comedy legend John Lloyd is here to
reveal all, in honour of the 42nd anniversary of his cult
dictionary 'The Meaning of Liff', co-written with the much
missed Douglas Adams, Jessica Swale is the writer behind the
new Paddington musical and she tells us about her emotional
first meeting with the bear. Jessica Valene stars as a woman on
the edge in a new drama series, Summerwater. There's music
from cabaret star Kit Green with her new album 'Four Letter
Words' and alternative pop singer-songwriter Luvcat will be
performing from her debut album Vicious Delicious.

Presenter: Stuart Maconie
Producer: Jessica Treen

SAT 19:00 Profile (m002m914)
David Hockney

David Hockney is arguably Britain’s most loved living artist.
He's known as a colourful character, not only because of his
vibrant, colour rich paintings of Californian landscapes,
glittering blue pools, and thick Yorkshire woodlands, but also
his own carefully curated image from the 1960s- bright blond
hair and oversized thick black round glasses.

He was born in Bradford in 1937, and knew by the age of 10 he
wanted to be an artist. He studied at the Royal College of Art,
and by his mid 20s he was key player in London’s bohemian
pop-art scene. He then moved to LA in pursuit of sunshine and
inspiration.

He delights in using new technology to create; from the
polaroid, to the fax machine, and his iPad.

Now, more than 60 years into his career, aged 88, David
Hockney is not slowing down.

His image has recently been depicted by drones in a light-show
in the skies above Bradford, in a colourful tribute to the city’s
most famous son.

Becky Milligan speaks to his muse, the textile designer Celia
Birtwell, art historian Marco Livingstone, dancer and
contemporary Wayne Sleep and art critic Waldemar
Januszczak.

Production

Presenter: Becky Milligan

Producers: Ben Crighton, Mhairi MacKenzie and Marie Lennon
Production Coordinator: Maria Ogundele

Editor: Justine Lang

Sound Editor: Gareth Jones

Archive

BBC Imagine...Summer 2009: David Hockney — A Bigger
Picture (Coluga Pictures)

BBC The Interview: David Hockney - A Life in Art (2025)
“Joie de Vivre” clip courtesy of Louisiana Channel, Louisiana
Museum of Modern Art (2011)

SAT 19:15 The Infinite Monkey Cage (m002kjvb)
Series 34

Mind-reading computers — Phil Wang, Anne Vanhoestenberghe
and Luke Bashford

For once, Brian Cox and Robin Ince are on the same
wavelength — with thinking caps firmly on, they plug into the
science of brain-computer interfaces. Helping them decode the
tech are neuroscientist Luke Bashford, biomedical engineer
Anne Vanhoestenberghe, and comedian Phil Wang.

Together the panel switches on to the possibilities of using
implanted and wearable devices to restore movement, speech,
sight... or even to decode thoughts themselves. From the ethics
of cognitive enhancement to the future of mind-reading and
immersive gaming, strap in for this electrifyingly thought-
provoking episode.

Producer: Melanie Brown

Executive Producer: Alexandra Feachem
A BBC Studios Production

SAT 20:00 Archive on 4 (m00100rd)
Nuremberg Remembered

The Nuremberg Military Tribunal began on 20th November
1945 and ran until 1st October 1946.

It was a dramatic, ground-breaking trial which aimed to bring

evidence-based courtroom justice to some of the most high-
ranking Nazi officials. In doing so it began the evolution of
international criminal law.

The lead British prosecutor at Nuremberg was Sir Hartley
Shawcross.

As a boy his son William listened to 78rpm recordings of his
father's potent and poignant closing speech at the trial.

These recordings had a powerful effect on him.

In this programme William Shawcross revisits those recordings
and explores the ways those brought together by the trial spoke
about it to their children -- or in some cases never spoke about
itatall.

Featuring Niklas Frank, Ellen Graebe, Hadas Kalderon and
Thomas Wartenberg.

With grateful thanks to Katharine Campbell, Charles Gilbert,
Dan Jones and Ali Paczensky.

Thanks to Sonia Paul and Sabine Schereck for recording
assistance.

SAT 21:00 Moral Maze (m002m0cq)
‘What should we expect from a father?

This year’s John Lewis Christmas advert puts an emotional
focus on a father-son relationship. It shows a dad and his
teenage boy struggling to put their feelings into words. It points
to what many observe as a wider crisis in fatherhood. Numerous
studies suggest that an involved father significantly improves a
child's life chances. However, in the UK, a teenager is more
likely to own a mobile phone than live with their dad, according
to a 2025 report from the Centre for Social Justice.

The reasons are complex. Traditionalists cite changing gender
roles leading to conflicting societal expectations on men and a
confusion of male identity. Progressives suggest the pressure on
dads to be strong for their family, both financially and
emotionally, makes it difficult for them to demonstrate
vulnerability, and that leads to guilt, stress and burnout. Youth
workers report how the lack of a male role model at home can
make space for other damaging influences - in the real world
and online, in gangs and in the “manosphere” - pushing a very
narrow definition of masculinity, and begetting more ill-
equipped fathers.

‘What should be the role of a father, practically, emotionally and
morally? How, if at all, should it be different from that of the
mother? Do we expect too much or too little of fathers? Do
children always need fathers in their lives? How should we
address the ‘rinse-and-repeat’ cycle of absent fathers?

Chair: Julie Etchingham

Panel: Carmody Grey, Giles Fraser, Anne McElvoy and James
Orr.

Witnesses: Tony Rucinski, Genevieve Roberts, Anton Noble,
Ed Davies.

Producer: Dan Tierney.

SAT 22:00 News (m002m917)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

SAT 22:15 The Food Programme (m002m1mz)
Why Is Africa Feeding Us?

Dan Saladino and reporter Jack Thompson investigate the UK's
growing dependence on two farms in northern Senegal based
around a lake. In recent years they have become the source of
most of the sweetcorn, radishes and beans sold by
supermarkets.

Is this a good arrangement for the UK and the Senegalese or a
risk to food security in both countries?

Produced and presented by Dan Saladino.

Reporting from Senegal, Jack Thompson.

SAT 23:00 Mark Steel's in Town (m002m04b)

Series 14

6. Unst (Shetland part 2)

6/6 - Unst - 'The Island Above All Others'.

After performing in Lerwick earlier in the series, Mark’s
Shetland adventure concludes in Unst, as far north as you can

get.

There will also be extended versions of each episode available
on BBC Sounds.

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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Written and performed by Mark Steel

Additional material by Pete Sinclair

Production co-ordinators Caroline Barlow and Katie Baum
Sound Manager Jerry Peal

Producer Carl Cooper

A BBC Studios production for Radio 4

SAT 23:30 Punt & Dennis: Route Masters (m0023ydg)
Series 1: From Beer to Eternity

3 - From West Ham United to Madagascar

Steve Punt and Hugh Dennis are on a mission from West Ham
United to Madagascar with the help of Isy Suttie, in a warm and
witty podcast that celebrates new and half-remembered trivia as
they try to find entertaining links between random places,
people and things.

Could you make your way from The Starship Enterprise to the
Air Fryer, armed only with A Level Economics and a
Geography degree? Hugh Dennis is going to have to. While
Steve Punt will have to pick his way across Africa, to find what
links Machiavelli and Madagascar. Across the series, they’ll be
joined by guests including Ken Cheng, Kiri Pritchard McLean,
Isy Suttie and Marcus Brigstocke, on a scenic route which takes
in Shampoo, The Gruffalo, Watford Gap Services and Yoghurt.

Written and hosted by Steve Punt and Hugh Dennis
With Isy Suttie

Produced by Victoria Lloyd

Recorded at Maple St Creative

Mixed by Jonathan Last

A Listen Production for BBC Radio 4

SUNDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2025

SUN 00:00 Midnight News (m002m91c)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

SUN 00:15 Take Four Books (m002m008)
Katherine Rundell

Award-winning author Katherine Rundell discusses The
Poisoned King, the second instalment in her acclaimed
children’s fantasy series, Impossible Creatures.

In this latest adventure, protagonist Christopher journeys back
to the magical archipelago - a realm where dragons, unicorns,
griffons, mermaids, and much more, all roam free. But this
time, he’s faced with an urgent and mysterious threat.

Rundell shares the three literary inspirations behind her new
novel: William Shakespeare’s Hamlet (1600), C.S. Lewis’s
Prince Caspian (1951), and Ursula K. Le Guin’s A Wizard of
Earthsea (1968).

Producer: Rachael O’Neill
Editor: Gillian Wheelan
This was a BBC Audio Scotland production.

SUN 00:48 Shipping Forecast (m002m91f)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

SUN 01:00 Selection of BBC World Service Programmes
(m002m91h)

BBC Radio 4 presents a selection of news and current affairs,
arts and science programmes from the BBC World Service.

SUN 05:30 News Summary (m002m91k)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

SUN 05:34 Shipping Forecast (m002m91m)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

SUN 05:43 Bells on Sunday (m002m91p)
St Mary-Le-Bow on Cheapside in the City of London

Bells on Sunday comes from St Mary-Le-Bow on Cheapside in
the City of London. This weekend marks the 100th anniversary
of the first broadcast of the sound of the Bow Bells by the BBC.
A recording of those bells was used by the BBC’s World
Service broadcast during the Second World War as a symbol of
hope to the people of Europe. The current bells were cast by
Mears and Stainbank of Whitechapel in 1956 replacing a set
lost in the War. The Tenor bell weighs forty one and three-
quarter hundredweight and is tuned to the note of C. We hear
them ringing Stedman Cinques.

SUN 05:45 In Touch (m002m041)
Uber Guide Dog Update, Bake Off Casting Call

App-based taxi company Uber have launched a new
accessibility tool for assistance dog owners. The optional
feature allows people to self-identify within the Uber app,
which will inform drivers that they are traveling with their dog.
The aim is to offer riders better support and to try to combat
trip refusals. General Manager of Uber UK Andrew Brem tells
In Touch how people can use the feature and how it will
contribute to their combatting of refusals based on assistance
dogs.

Fancy yourself a keen baker? Love Productions, the company
behind Channel 4's popular baking programme The Great
British Bake Off, is calling for visually impaired amateur
bakers to apply for the next series of the show. Molly Midlane,
Casting Producer at Love Productions, describes how people
can apply.

Presenter: Peter White

Producer: Beth Hemmings

Production Coordinator: Kim Agostino

Website image description: Peter White sits smiling in the
centre of the image and he is wearing a dark green jumper.
Above Peter's head is the BBC logo (three separate white
squares house each of the three letters). Bottom centre and
overlaying the image are the words "In Touch" and the Radio 4
logo (the word ‘radio’ in a bold white font, with the number 4
inside of a white circle). The background is a bright mid-blue
with two rectangles angled diagonally to the right. Both are
behind Peter, one is a darker blue and the other is a lighter blue.

SUN 06:00 News Summary (m002m95n)
The latest national and international news from BBC Radio 4

SUN 06:05 Heart and Soul (w3ct6vpd)
Finding My Sikh Faith Against the Odds

Harj Gahley is a Sikh who began gambling when he was 23.
What started as a ‘fun’ night out with friends at a casino soon
spiralled out of control until it nearly cost him his life.

A decade-long secret addiction took him to the edge of personal
and financial ruin, before his lies were eventually exposed by
his heartbroken wife. His hidden truth highlights a cultural
stigma, as Harj faces isolation when he first turns to his faith
and community leaders for help and support.

Instead of compassion, Harj finds shame and judgement when
he confesses to an elder about the depth of his problems.
Determined to rebuild his life, he sets out to foster
understanding and create lasting change within his faith.

His path to recovery provides an honest insight into the
challenges of gambling within South Asian communities and the
importance of breaking the silence. Harj now campaigns to
raise awareness about the harm gambling can cause, and he
supports others as they confront their own battles with
addiction.

Through conversations with the BBC’s Rajeev Gupta, Harj
takes us on an emotional journey to a turning point where
family support helps him rediscover the meaning of his Sikh
faith.

[Photo Credit: Matt O’'Donoghue, Photo Description: Harj
Gahley]

Presenter: Rajeev Gupta

Producer: Matt O’ Donoghue

Editor: Chloe Walker

Production Coordinator: Mica Nepomuceno

SUN 06:35 On Your Farm (m002m95q)
BBC Food and Farming Awards Finalist: Harehope Farm

Charlotte Smith and Mali Harries, who plays Natasha in The
Archers, visit farmer Hugh Wrangham at Harehope Farm in
Northumberland. Hugh grows hemp which he sells as a health
food product, as protein powder, hemp seed hearts and hemp
seed oil.

Hugh has grass-fed sheep and cows and grows wheat, rye and
barley, as well as oilseed rape and beans. He explains how he

uses hemp as cover crop in rotation, to replace nutrients in the
soil and capture carbon dioxide.

Produced by Caitlin Hobbs.

SUN 06:57 Weather (m002m95s)
The latest weather reports and forecast

SUN 07:00 News and Papers (m002m95v)

National and international news from BBC Radio 4

SUN 07:10 Sunday (m002m95x)
China's house church crackdown; Franco's Catholic legacy;
‘Nunmania'

Across China, unregistered house churches are facing growing
pressure from the authorities as the Chinese Communist Party
tightens control over religious life. The Chinese Communist
Party says citizens enjoy freedom of religious belief in
accordance with the law. We've a report from the BBC's
Correspondent in Hong Kong, Danny Vincent.

Spanish Dictator Francisco Franco died 50 years ago on the
20th of November. We explore the legacy of his system of
National Catholicism and how a far right party is gaining
popularity in the country today.

A religious theme is finding its way into the music charts thanks
to the latest album from Rosalia. The Spanish singer herself
appears on the cover in the guise of a nun - part of a
phenomenon which has now been defined as "nunmania". Sister
Gemma Simmonds from the Congregation of Jesus gives her
thoughts on the trend.

PRESENTER: EDWARD STOURTON
PRODUCERS: KATY BOOTH & KATY DAVIS
STUDIO MANAGERS: AMY BRENNAN & BEN
HOUGHTON

EDITOR: CATHERINE MURRAY

SUN 07:54 Radio 4 Appeal (m002m95z)
Children in Need

The broadcaster Anita Rani makes the BBC Radio 4 Appeal on
behalf of the charity BBC Children in Need.

The Radio 4 Appeal features a new charity every week.
Each appeal then runs on Radio 4 from Sunday 0755 for 7 days.

To Give:

- Freephone 0800 404 8144

- Freepost BBC Radio 4 Appeal. (That’s the whole address.
Please do not write anything else on the front of the envelope).
Mark the back of the envelope ‘Children in Need'.

- Cheques should be made payable to ‘Children in Need’.

- You can donate online at bbc.co.uk/appeal/radio4

- Please ensure you are donating to the correct charity by
checking the name of the charity on the donate page.

Registered Charity Number: 802052 in England and Wales and
SC039557 in Scotland. If you'd like to find out more about the
charity’s work visit https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/

Producer: Anna Bailey

SUN 07:57 Weather (m002m961)
The latest weather reports and forecast

SUN 08:00 News and Papers (m002m963)
The news headlines, including a look at the newspapers.

SUN 08:10 Sunday Worship (m002m965)
Awe and Wonder at Jodrell Bank

Sir Bernard Lovell has been called the father of modern
cosmology. He founded Jodrell Bank observatory in Cheshire
and gives his name to the Lovell telescope; a huge white dish
with a diameter of over 76 metres. This landmark in the
Cheshire countryside and has been instrumental in the field of
space exploration for decades and has inspired many to look to
the stars.

Physicist Stephanie Bevan visits Jodrell Bank and reflects on
the sense of awe and wonder she finds in scientific discovery
and her Christian faith.

The Revd David Wilkinson is professor in the Department of
Theology and Religion at Durham University and holds PhDs in
astrophysics and systematic theology. He explores how both
areas of study can help in discovering more about the universe
and our place within it.

The Diocese of Manchester Choral Scholars have recorded
music for the programme at the Jodrell Bank Discovery Centre
and at St Peter's Church, Swettenham where Bernard Lovell
played organ throughout his life.

Producer: Katharine Longworth

SUN 08:48 Witness History (w3ct74q6)
Cleveland Balloonfest '86

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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In 1986, a world record attempt was launched by the city of
Cleveland, in the US.

One and a half million balloons were blown up by volunteers
ready to be released into the sky, with thousands of people
watching.

It was meant to be a dazzling publicity stunt, but due to strong
winds and a cold front, the balloons didn't float away as
expected.

Colm Flynn speaks to Tom Holowatch, who was the project
manager of BalloonFest '86, about how this became one of the
most memorable days in the history of Cleveland, for all the
right, and wrong reasons.

Eye-witness accounts brought to life by archive. Witness
History is for those fascinated by the past. We take you to the
events that have shaped our world through the eyes of the
people who were there.

For nine minutes every day, we take you back in time and all
over the world, to examine wars, coups, scientific discoveries,
cultural moments and much more.

Recent episodes explore everything from the death of Adolf
Hitler, the first spacewalk and the making of the movie Jaws, to
celebrity tortoise Lonesome George, the Kobe earthquake and
the invention of superglue.

We look at the lives of some of the most famous leaders, artists,
scientists and personalities in history, including: Eva Peron —
Argentina’s Evita; President Ronald Reagan and his famous
‘tear down this wall’ speech; Thomas Keneally on why he wrote
Schindler’s List; and Jacques Derrida, France’s ‘rock star’
philosopher.

You can learn all about fascinating and surprising stories, such
as the civil rights swimming protest; the disastrous D-Day
rehearsal; and the death of one of the world’s oldest languages.

(Photo: BalloonFest. Credit: Getty Images)

SUN 08:58 Tweet of the Day (m002m967)
Amy-Jane Beer on the Carrion Crow

When nature writer Amy-Jane Beer moved to her current home,
it seemed like the perfect rural dream. However, there then
came an insistent knocking sound every morning - a pair of
carrion crows would tap the windows, affronted by their
reflections. Amy describes watching and learning to love these
birds, which she sees as her quirky, idiosyncratic neighbours.

Presented by Amy-Jane Beer and produced by Sophie Anton
for BBC Audio in Bristol.

Featuring a recording by Martin Billard from Xeno-Canto
(Carrion Crow - XC929595)

SUN 09:00 Broadcasting House (m002m969)
President Trump threatens to sue the BBC

With the President squaring up to the BBC, veteran Radio 4
broadcaster John Humphrys gives us his views about the crisis
at the corporation. Also on the programme, we hear about
tourists chasing pigs in the New Forest during pannage season.
We have a briefing on briefing from Patrick Maguire, Chief
Political Commentator at The Times. And the papers are
reviewed by Ulrika Jonsson, Calum Leslie from Radio 1 and
Anna Gross of the Financial Times.

SUN 10:00 Desert Island Discs (m002m96¢)
Sir Tim Berners-Lee, Computer Scientist

Sir Tim Berners-Lee is a computer scientist and the inventor of
the World Wide Web.

He was born in 1955, a golden year for technology innovators.
Steve Jobs and Bill Gates were also born in the same year.

A curious child, he learned about electronics from his train set
and spent his pocket money on transistors. His first significant
connecting invention was building an intercom as a teenager for
the family home before moving on to build his first computer.
His parents were both mathematicians and coders who met
whilst building one of the first commercially available
computers in the early nineteen fifties.

Sir Tim came up with the idea of the World Wide Web whilst
working at CERN and insisted that the technology be released
to the world without commercial reward so that it would be free
for everyone to use.

He was knighted for his world changing invention and also
appointed to the Order of Merit. In 2016 he was given the
Turing Award.

Sir Tim Berners-Lee divides his time between the US, the UK
and Canada with his wife Rosemary, who is also a technology
entrepreneur.

Presenter Lauren Laverne
Producer Sarah Taylor

Desert Island Discs has cast many computer scientists away
over the years including Dame Wendy Hall and Sir Demis
Hassibis. You can hear their programmes if you search through
BBC Sounds or our own Desert Island Discs website.

SUN 11:00 The Archers Omnibus (m002m96f)
Writer: Jessica Mitic

Directors: Pip Swallow and Dave Payne
Ruth Archer..... Felicity Finch

Pip Archer..... Daisy Badger

Phoebe Aldridge.... Lucy Morris
Lilian Bellamy.... Sunny Ormonde
Susan Carter-..... Charlotte Martin

Rex Fairbrother.... Nick Barber

Alan Franks..... John Telfer

Amber Gordon.... Olivia Bernstone
Will Grundy.... Philip Molloy

George Grundy.... Angus Stobie

Jakob Hakansson.... Paul Venables

Joy Horville.... Jackie Lye

Kate Madikane. ... Perdita Avery
Leonard Berry..... Paul Copley

Bill.... Matthew Gravelle

SUN 12:15 Profile (m002m914)
[Repeat of broadcast at 19:00 on Saturday]

SUN 12:30 I'm Sorry I Haven't A Clue (m002lzwl)
Series 84

1. Catchphrase

The godfather of all panel shows pays a visit to the Mayflower
in Southampton. On the panel are Adrian Edmondson, Rachel
Parris, Miles Jupp and Marcus Brigstocke, with Jack Dee in the
umpire’s chair. Regular listeners will know to expect inspired
nonsense, pointless revelry and Colin Sell at the piano.

Producer: Jon Naismith
A Random production for BBC Radio 4

SUN 12:57 Weather (m002m96h)
The latest weather forecast

SUN 13:00 The World This Weekend (m002m96k)
The Home Secretary says illegal immigration is 'tearing our
country apart'

The Home Secretary trails sweeping reforms to Britain's asylum
system. The changes will be modelled on Denmark, where
asylum claims have fallen to a 40-year low. We hear from the
architect of their approach, former Prime Minister Lars Lgkke
Rasmussen. We'll have a briefing on whether the policies could
be effective here and discuss the politics behind the changes
with leader of the Red Wall Caucus of Labour MPs.

SUN 13:30 Currently (m002m2tm)
I Fought in Ukraine

Its thought over 2000 Brits have fought in the Ukraine war.
May of them are seasoned soldiers, veterans of Afghanistan,
Syria and Northern Ireland who are just taking on another call
of duty. There are others who have never picked up a gun
before but gave up their day jobs to join the fight against Russia

Nick Garnett meets the soldiers to find out why they have given
up jobs, said a goodbye to families to go and fight for a country
they don't belong to.

Nick will find out about the changing face of war in Ukraine
how the trained soldiers have encountered a whole new way of
combat such as drones

SUN 14:00 Gardeners' Question Time (m002m1ng)
St Mary's Walthamstow

Kathy Clugston and an esteemed panel of gardening experts are
in St Mary's Church in Walthamstow to answer the questions of
a green fingered audience.

Joining Kathy on the panel are garden designers, botanists and
alotmenteers James Wong, Matthew Biggs and Frances Tophill.

Later, Matthew Pottage provides a list of thriving trees that are
sweeping the streets of London.

Producer: Matthew Smith
Junior Producer: Rahnee Prescod

A Somethin' Else production for BBC Radio 4

SUN 14:45 Opening Lines (m002m96m)
The Wind in the Willows

John Yorke takes a look at an enduring classic of children’s
literature, The Wind In The Willows by Kenneth Grahame.
Published in 1908, The Wind In The Willows is about nature —
both human and animal. It is, on the face of it, a children’s book
packed with beloved characters. But hidden beneath the bucolic
adventures and Grahame’s beautiful evocation of the landscape,
there is a desperate longing to escape the stresses of wide world
into the peace and freedom of the natural world - a longing that
ran through Kenneth Grahame’s life. His life was
claustrophobic, the story — like the countryside - offers space to
breathe.

Kenneth Grahame said of his own writing, “You must please
remember that a theme, a thesis, is in most cases little more
than a sort of clothes line on which one pegs a string of ideas,
quotations, allusions and so on, one’s mental undergarments of
all shapes and sizes, some possibly fairly new but most rather
old and patched; and they dance and sway in the breeze and flap
and flutter, or hang limp and lifeless; and some are ordinary
enough, and some are of a private and intimate shape, and
rather give the owner away, and show up his or her
peculiarities.”

John Yorke has worked in television and radio for 30 years and
shares his experience as he unpacks the themes and impact of
the books, plays and stories that are being dramatised in BBC
Radio 4’s Sunday Drama series. As former Head of Channel
Four Drama and Controller of BBC Drama Production he has
worked on some of the most popular shows in Britain - from
EastEnders to The Archers, Life on Mars to Shameless. As
creator of the BBC Writers Academy, he's trained a generation
of screenwriters - now with over 70 green lights and thousands
of hours of television to their names. He is the author of Into
the Woods, the bestselling book on narrative, and he writes,
teaches and consults on all forms of narrative - including many
podcasts for R4.

Producer: Laura Grimshaw

Executive Producer: Caroline Raphael

Reader: Toby Hadoke

Guests: Elisabeth Galvin and David Gooderson
Researcher: Henry Tydeman

Programme Hub Co-ordinators: Nina Semple and Dawn
Williams

Sound: Sean Kerwin

A Pier production for BBC Radio 4

SUN 15:00 Drama on 4 (m002m96p)
The Wind in the Willows: A Weasel’s Tale

A new re-imagining of The Wind in the Willows told from the
margins. Set in a timeless, Kenneth Grahame-inspired England,
the drama looks up from weasel-height at class, home and who
gets to belong when the Wild Wood is being carved up by
developers. Narrated by Penelope Wilton, it blends the familiar
riverbank world with the pressures of eviction, empty grand
houses and power concentrated in a few determined hands.

Kit, a young weasel, is watching her family slide into precarity
as the scrubland around their burrow is sold off and the criminal
Chief Weasel tightens his grip. With her best friends - Portly
the otter and Radar the bat - Kit’s world collides with Mole,
Ratty, Badger and other classic characters, while a grand house
standing empty becomes a magnet for grievance and
opportunity. What follows is a fight not for glory but for a place
to live: shifting alliances, contested territory and small acts of
care that build a community where suspicion says it cannot
exist. A story about who gets to stay, what makes a home, and
how belonging is made on the riverbank.

Dramatist Tom Morton-Smith is a playwright and screenwriter
best known for the RSC’s Oppenheimer and the multi-award-
winning stage adaptation of My Neighbour Totoro.

Cast:

Narrator . .. .. Penelope Wilton

Kit..... Claire Morgan

Portly .. ... Harriet Carmichael

Radar..... Kathryn Drysdale

Magpie, Chief, Ratty, Badger, Toad . . . .. Ed Gaughan
Ma-Weasel . . . .. Jasmine Hyde

Mole. ... Django Bevan

Otter .. ... Clive Hayward

Written by Tom Morton-Smith

Production co-ordinator: Luke MacGregor

Casting Manager: Alex Curran

Technical producers: Keith Graham, Sam Dickinson
Sound designer: Sharon Hughes

Director: Sasha Yevtushenko

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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A BBC Studios production

SUN 16:00 Take Four Books (m002m96r)
Olga Ravn

Award-winning Danish author Olga Ravn speaks to Take Four
Books about her new novel The Wax Child and together with
presenter James Crawford they explore its connections to three
other texts. The Wax Child, translated by Martin Aitken, takes
readers to 17th century Denmark, fictionalising the true story of
a group of women in the town of Aalborg who were put on trial
for witchcraft.

For her three influences Olga chose: Ernesto Martino’s Magic —
A Theory From The South from 1959; M. R. James’s Martin’s
Close from More Ghost Stories of an Antiquary from 1911; and
Janet Frame’s Faces In The Water, published in 1961.

Producer: Dominic Howell
Editor: Gillian Wheelan

This was a BBC Audio Scotland production.

SUN 16:30 Punt & Dennis: Route Masters (m0023zj5)
Series 1: From Beer to Eternity

4 - From the Ring-Tailed Lemur to Watford Gap Services

Steve Punt and Hugh Dennis are on a mission to get from the
Ring Tailed Lemur to Watford Gap services in the most
entertaining way possible with the help of Ken Cheng, in a
warm and witty podcast that celebrates new and half
remembered trivia as they try to find unlikely links between
random places, people and things.

Could you make your way from The Starship Enterprise to the
Air Fryer, armed only with A Level Economics and a
Geography degree? Hugh Dennis is going to have to. While
Steve Punt will have to pick his way across Africa, to find what
links Machiavelli and Madagascar. Across the series, they’ll be
joined by guests including Ken Cheng, Kiri Pritchard McLean,
Isy Suttie and Marcus Brigstocke, on a scenic route which takes
in Shampoo, The Gruffalo, Watford Gap Services and Yoghurt.

Written and hosted by Steve Punt and Hugh Dennis
With Ken Cheng

Produced by Victoria Lloyd

Recorded at Maple St Creative

Mixed by Jonathan Last

A Listen Production for BBC Radio 4

SUN 17:00 Witness History (w3ct74k6)
The Spanish king reclaims his throne

In 1975, the death of General Francisco Franco was announced
in Spain, bringing to an end 36 years of dictatorship.

Franco had already chosen his successor: Prince Juan Carlos,
grandson of the last monarch, Alphonso XIII. This was the man
who - Franco thought - would continue his authoritarian, anti-
democratic and deeply conservative regime.

But Juan Carlos defied expectations. In the years that followed,
he would lead Spain from a dictatorship to a democracy until, in
1977, the country held its first free elections for 41 years.

Jane Wilkinson tells the story using excerpts from the 1981
BBC and TVE documentary, Juan Carlos: King of Spain. This
episode was made in collaboration with BBC Archives.

Eye-witness accounts brought to life by archive. Witness
History is for those fascinated by the past. We take you to the
events that have shaped our world through the eyes of the
people who were there.

For nine minutes every day, we take you back in time and all
over the world, to examine wars, coups, scientific discoveries,
cultural moments and much more.

Recent episodes explore everything from the death of Adolf
Hitler, the first spacewalk and the making of the movie Jaws, to
celebrity tortoise Lonesome George, the Kobe earthquake and
the invention of superglue.

We look at the lives of some of the most famous leaders, artists,
scientists and personalities in history, including: Eva Peron —
Argentina’s Evita; President Ronald Reagan and his famous
‘tear down this wall’ speech; Thomas Keneally on why he wrote
Schindler’s List; and Jacques Derrida, France’s ‘rock star’
philosopher.

You can learn all about fascinating and surprising stories, such
as the civil rights swimming protest; the disastrous D-Day
rehearsal; and the death of one of the world’s oldest languages.

(Photo: King Juan Carlos on his proclamation day as king.
Credit: Jacques Pavlovsky/Sygma via Getty Images)

SUN 17:10 The Verb (m002m96v)
Simon Armitage, Alistair McGowan, Joelle Taylor

Tan McMillan's guests include the Poet Laureate Simon
Armitage with poetry from his latest collection 'New Cemetery"',
impressionist and poet Alistair McGowan and Joelle Taylor
with her new book 'Maryville'.

Poet Laureate Simon Armitage shares poems from his recent
collection 'New Cemetery' - inspired by a cemetery that was
being built near his house during lockdown. The poems
incorporate a litany of moth species' names, meditations on
writing, the dead as an audience for nature - and include
responses to the death of Simon's father. Simon also contributes
to our 'Neon Line' series - where we ask a poet to celebrate a
remarkable line from any poem.

Alistair McGowan is an impressionist, a stand-up comedian, as
well as a pianist and a poet. In his poems featured on this week's
show we encounter a tussle between a sofa and a cat, a critique
of using 'that' instead of 'who' or 'which', and a tender
exploration of the names we give siblings. His poetry collection
is called 'Not what we were expecting'.

Joelle Taylor brings us brand new poems from 'Maryville' - the
story of a mythical bar in a snowglobe, a stage and a space for
lesbian lives and relationships that might otherwise be
forgotten. It's been described by Bernadine Evaristo as 'a
consistently dazzling work of art'. Joelle won the TS Eliot Prize
for poetry for 'C+nto & Othered Poems' and has since
published her acclaimed novel, 'The Night Alphabet'.

SUN 17:54 Shipping Forecast (m002m96x)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

SUN 17:57 Weather (m002m96z)
The latest weather reports and forecast

SUN 18:00 Six O'Clock News (m002m971)
Home Secretary Pledges Asylum System Overhaul

The Home Secretary, Shabana Mahmood, has said a proposed
tightening of asylum rules will help stop illegal immigration
from 'tearing the country apart'. Plans that she'll set out in the
Commons tomorrow include quadrupling to twenty years the
length of time people granted asylum will have to wait before
they can settle permanently in the UK. In other news, a clear-up
is under way in Monmouth in south Wales after Storm Claudia
caused severe flooding, devastating homes and businesses. And
one of Donald Trump’s staunchest allies has accused the
President of putting her life in danger after he branded her a
traitor.

SUN 18:15 Pick of the Week (m002m973)
Scout Tzofiya Bolton

This week, Scout listens on the power of music and how it can
be experienced in different ways with the help of Radio 3. The
Verb is instead crossing the platform to catch the language of
‘train’ and coins a new word: “cistension” - and there’s also
poetry to be found in the world as lived by those living with
agoraphobia. Plus, World at One is celebrating its 60th - we
hear some of the headlines that have left an impression on its
hosts over the years.

Presenter: Scout Tzofiya Bolton

Producer: Anthony McKee

Production Coordinators: Caoilfhinn McFadden and Caroline
Peddle

A BBC Audio Northern Ireland production for BBC Radio 4.

SUN 19:00 The Archers (m002m975)

Tom gives Tony copious instructions about what needs doing
while he and Natasha are away in Scotland on Peggy’s family
holiday. At the Dower House Jakob is packing the people
carriers with luggage, before Lilian heads to Bridge Farm,
where she finds Tony complaining about Tom’s excessive notes.
If Tom’s so worried about letting go, Lilian suggests, then he
should stay and let Tony go to Scotland instead. As Peggy’s only
son Tony should be going anyway, as specified in Peggy’s will.
Tony isn’t sure, but Lilian insists she wants to spend some
quality time with Tony while they still have the chance. To
Tom’s horror Tony agrees to go, explaining it’s not just for
Lilian, it'’s what Peggy wanted.

Tom and Natasha quickly realise this means one of them will
have to stay. Tom thinks it should be Natasha, but she points
out she’s organised everything to cover her absence, whereas
Tom hasn’t really sorted his side out — and she is not missing out
on this holiday! Later, Tony apologises to Tom, before

explaining what Tom needs to do for him with the Anguses
tomorrow. When Tom complains he won’t have time Tony says
then they’ll have to sort things out today.

Back at the Dower House Jakob’s frustrated by the delay - and
Justin’s sulking. Lilian phones Tony, who tells them he’ll be
another hour. If she wants him to come then they’ll just have to
wait. Jakob is all for going without Tony, but Lilian takes an
executive decision to delay their departure until tomorrow.

SUN 19:15 Illuminated (m002m977)
Lost In Lullabies

From Rock-a-bye Baby to Brahms to Al...Has the lullaby
become a lost art?

Matt Edmonds is trying to sing his child to sleep. It’s not
working. As his baritone produces My Bonnie Lies Over The
Ocean for the 19th time and his toddler says 'Dada, stop!’, he
drifts into a parallel reality. Could AI do bedtime for him?
Surely it would be simpler? And he would be spared lying on
the floor of his child’s bedroom.

‘What is a lullaby? What gives it its magic? The tune? The
words? The rhythm? The very act of delivery? In this
programme, we join Matt Edmonds - writer, musician and
father - as he falls down a rabbit hole, chasing the lost art of the
lullaby. In this dreamy, musical ‘sleeper hit', Matt encounters
people with stories that explore the power of the lullaby.

During Lullaby Hour at a neonatal unit, Matt hears first-hand
the impact live lullabies have on premature babies. He talks to
Roxana Vilk, whose lullabies project gathers songs from all
over the world, to see if she can help. And he meets his friends,
musicians Johnny and Lillie Flynn, to hear what musical tricks
they use to compose and sing lullabies.

Full of fresh wisdom, Matt returns to his child’s bedside, his
baritone hoarse and sleep-deprived, to test if the ancient art of
the lullaby still has legs.

This programme is richly designed with a soundscape woven
from recordings of Matt’s own attempts at lullabies, the sounds
of the locations he visits, and music from Matt, Mica Bernard,
Bex Ashford and from Johnny and Lillie Flynn.

Presenter: Matt Edmonds

Producer: Jenny Dare

Executive Producers: Shannon Delwiche, Chris Jones and Guy
Natanel

With special thanks to Dr Aniko Deierl and Irena Meza for
their contributions

A Sound & Bones production for BBC Radio 4.

SUN 19:45 Just One Thing - with Michael Mosley
(m000zljp)
Exercise Less, More Often

It can be hard to fit a full workout into every day - but it turns
out you really don’t need to! In this episode, Michael enlists the
help of Marie Murphy, Professor of Exercise and Health at
Ulster University, to explore why doing short bursts of exercise
can actually be more beneficial than a hard gym session. A
brisk 10-minute walk here, taking the stairs there, and it really
does add up.

SUN 20:00 Feedback (m002m0fc)
BBC Resignations, Prince Andrew Coverage, and an Interview
of the Year

Following resignations of the BBC’s Director General and the
CEO of BBC News in light of accusations of institutional bias
in the organisation, Andrea Catherwood puts listener comments
about the integrity of the BBC and its coverage of the scandal to
the former Radio 4 Controller Mark Damazer.

As the story on Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor continues to play
out, the Senior Royal Correspondent Daniela Relph shares how

she navigates a story of this sensitivity and magnitude. We pose
listeners’ responses, including a query over naming conventions.

And there's a moving conversation on 6 Music that’s been
nominated for Feedback interview of the year by listener Bruce
Shortland. He suggests a beautiful conversation between Chris
Hawkins and the rapper Rosca Onya.

Presenter: Andrea Catherwood
Assistant Producer: Jac Phillimore
Producer: Rebecca Guthrie

Executive Producer: David Prest

A Whistledown Scotland production for BBC Radio 4

SUN 20:30 Last Word (m002m1nl)

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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James Watson, Pauline Collins, Judith Vidal-Hall, Dugald Ross
Matthew Bannister on

James Watson who shared the Nobel Prize for identifying the
structure of DNA, but was widely condemned later in life for
his racist and sexist views.

Pauline Collins, the comic actor who triumphed in the role of
Shirley Valentine on stage and screen. The play’s director
Simon Callow pays tribute.

Judith Vidal-Hall, who edited the Index on Censorship
magazine and campaigned for freedom of expression around
the world

Dugald Ross, the crofter and palaeontologist from the Isle of
Skye who discovered dinosaur footprints on the island as a
schoolboy.

Producer: Ed Prendeville

Assistant Producer: Catherine Powell
Researcher: Jesse G Edwards

Editor: Glyn Tansley

Archive:

Witness History: Discovering the Secrets of DNA, BBC World
Service, 25/04/2025; Archive on 4: DNA 60 Years On, BBC
Radio 4, 30/10/2016; Interview with James Watson and Francis
Crick, The Medical Television Centre, UT Southwestern,
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Centre at Dallas,
16/05/1968; Desert Island Discs, BBC Radio 4, 22/12/1989;
Shirley Valentine, Paramount Pictures, 1989 (Producer: John
Dark; Produced & directed by Lewis Gilbert; Written by Willy
Russell); Upstairs Downstairs, ITV; Reporting Scotland 1830,
BBC One Scotland, 11/06/2014; Grand Tours of the Scottish
Islands: Northern Skye — A Land of Giants and Fairies, BBC
Two, 26/04/2017; Out of Doors, BBC Radio Scotland,
07/08/2010; Newsnight, BBC Two, 20/02/2002; One Year On:
9/11, BBC One, 11/09/2002

SUN 21:00 Money Box (m002m90c)
[Repeat of broadcast at 12:04 on Saturday]

SUN 21:25 Radio 4 Appeal (m002m95z)
[Repeat of broadcast at 07:54 today]

SUN 21:30 From Our Own Correspondent (m002m907)
[Repeat of broadcast at 11:30 on Saturday]

SUN 22:00 Westminster Hour (m002m979)
The government's Danish-inspired asylum changes

Ben Wright's guests are the Labour MP Joe Powell, Shadow
Transport Secretary Richard Holden and the business journalist
Patience Wheatcroft, now a crossbench peer. They discuss the
government's changes to the asylum system, with further
analysis from the Guardian's deputy political editor Jessica
Elgot. Ben reports from Chatham where he finds
disillusionment with the government and hears from the Labour
leader of the local council. He also speaks to the BBC historican
Jean Seaton about the latest crisis at the corporation, over
President Trump's threatened legal challenge.

SUN 23:00 In Our Time (b099v33p)
Feathered Dinosaurs

After 27 years, Melvyn Bragg has decided to step down from
the In Our Time presenter’s chair. With over a thousand
episodes to choose from, he has selected just six that capture
the huge range and depth of the subjects he and his experts have
tackled. In this sixth of his choices, we hear Melvyn Bragg and
his guests in 2017 discussing new discoveries about dinosaurs.

Their topic is the development of theories about dinosaur
feathers, following discoveries of fossils which show evidence
of those feathers. All dinosaurs were originally thought to be
related to lizards (the word 'dinosaur' was created from the
Greek for 'terrible lizard") but that now appears false. In the last
century, discoveries of fossils with feathers established that at
least some dinosaurs were feathered and that some of those
survived the great extinctions and evolved into the birds we see
today. There are still many outstanding areas for study, such as
what sorts of feathers they were, where on the body they were
found, what their purpose was and which dinosaurs had them.

With
Mike Benton
Professor of Vertebrate Palacontology at the University of

Bristol

Steve Brusatte
Reader and Chancellor's Fellow in Vertebrate Palacontology at

the University of Edinburgh
and

Maria McNamara
Senior Lecturer in Geology at University College, Cork

Producer: Simon Tillotson

Spanning history, religion, culture, science and philosophy, In
Our Time from BBC Radio 4 is essential listening for the
intellectually curious. In each episode, host Melvyn Bragg and
expert guests explore the characters, events and discoveries that
have shaped our world

SUN 23:45 Short Works (m002m1nj)
The Sounder by Jade Angeles Fitton

"Extinction had sounded so irrevocable, but watching them
alive in their old habitat felt like a beginning, a window into a
countryside that was less complacent, in which there was space
for - this."

Ruby has returned home to Devon but is viewed by some in the
rural community as an incomer. Tensions rise when she's tasked
with culling a sounder of wild boar suspected of having been
illegally released.

Writer Jade Angeles Fitton is a writer and journalist who lives
in Devon. Her first book Hermit was published in 2023
Reader: Kirsty Cox

Produced for BBC Audio in Bristol by Maggie Ayre

MONDAY 17 NOVEMBER 2025

MON 00:00 Midnight News (m002m97¢)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

MON 00:15 Wokewash (m001vld9)
Pride Before a Fall?

Following on from the success of Green Inc and with the same
bold, provocative and entirely un-switchoffable energy, writer,
comedian and satirist Heydon Prowse turns his tongue-in-cheek
attention corporate Wokewashing.

From a razor company talking about #MeToo to an LGBT
sandwich and a burger chain tackling depression, writer and
satirist Heydon Prowse unpacks how some of the world's
biggest corporations are falling over themselves to appear
socially conscious, progressive. And he lifts the lid on the
advertising and PR companies who've woken up to just how
much money they can make helping them.

In this first episode, Heydon investigates corporations’ approach
to LGBTQ+ inclusivity. He'll trace the history from brands’ first
engagements with gay customers to the situation today, where
Pride month sees the high street and social media festooned
with corporate rainbow flags. Heydon will ask how many
companies live up to this inclusive message in actions. This
episode will also take a look at the backlash to brand
engagement with LGBTQ+ issues that has been seen in the UK
and the USA as the corporate world is drawn into the culture
wars. It’s led to boycotts and hasty backpedalling, but what's
really going on, and why?

Contributors:

Peter Tatchell, Activist and Director of the Peter Tatchell
Foundation

Prof Alison Taylor of New York University's Stern Business
School and author of 'Higher Ground: How Businesses Can Do
the Right Thing in a Turbulent World.'

Rain Dove, Model and Actvist

Andrew Doyle, Comedian, GB News Presenter and author of
The New Puritans: How the Religion of Social Justice Captured
the Western World.

Producer: Sam Peach
Archive Credited To:

John Sloman (Youtube)

Dove US (Youtube)

raindovemodel (instagram)

dylanmulvaney (instagram)

Make Yourself At Home Podcast by Nines
Ben Shapiro (Youtube)

CNN

WKMG News

Kid Rock (X)

MON 00:45 Bells on Sunday (m002m91p)
[Repeat of broadcast at 05:43 on Sunday]

MON 00:48 Shipping Forecast (m002m97f)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

MON 01:00 Selection of BBC World Service Programmes
(m002m97h)

BBC Radio 4 presents a selection of news and current affairs,
arts and science programmes from the BBC World Service.

MON 05:00 News Summary (m002m97k)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

MON 05:04 Yesterday in Parliament (m002m97m)

Alicia McCarthy reports from Westminster as peers warn that
they could run out of time to finish scrutinising the Assisted
Dying bill.

MON 05:34 Shipping Forecast (m002m97p)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

MON 05:43 Prayer for the Day (m002m97r)
The last supper club

A spiritual comment and prayer to start the day with Swarzy
Shire

Good Morning. Last month, I started The Last Supper Club - a
supper club inspired by my love for Jesus and His love for
sharing meals with his friends. A couple of weeks ago, I served
up a big roast dinner: honey-glazed lamb, butter & rosemary
veg, and roast potatoes carved into little wells ready for gravy to
be poured in, spill over, and drench everything on the plate - the
only way to do it!

That evening, we read John chapter 4, where Jesus meets a
woman at the well. Unlike most people who came to draw water
either early morning or late at night to escape the heat of the
sun, this woman came at midday to escape the heat of people -
her shame burning hotter than the sun itself. Yet Jesus, God in
the flesh, was already there, waiting for her. He offered her
living water, saying, “Whoever drinks of the water I give will
never thirst again.”

After tasting this living water, I loved that she ran back to the
same people she was avoiding, to tell them, “Come, see a man
who told me everything I ever did!” And by the end of the
chapter, many believe - first because of her words, then because
they meet Jesus for themselves.

There’s something about truly tasting and seeing the goodness
of Jesus - like a good roast dinner overflowing with gravy - that
makes it impossible to stay quiet about His love! I pray that His
goodness towards us would spill out of our lives as we share
with others what we've tasted and seen of His grace. May many
come to believe for themselves that He is indeed the Saviour of
the world. Amen.

MON 05:45 Farming Today (m002m97t)
17/11/25 Rise in wool price, getting out of dairy, fish farming

The price farmers get for wool is up, about 20% up from last
year, but it still doesn't cover the cost of shearing the sheep.

‘We hear from a dairy farmer who is getting out: this year’s
exceptionally hot summer and the resulting cost of feed for the
animals has proved too much.

Farming fish rather than livestock is being seen by some as the
answer to sustainable food security. China is the world's biggest
farmed seafood producer, providing more than 60% of the
world's farmed fish, and it's investing in bigger and more high
tech fish farms.

Presented by Charlotte Smith and produced by Beatrice Fenton.

MON 05:57 Weather (m002m97w)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for farmers

MON 06:00 Today (m002md17)
News and current affairs, including Sports Desk, Weather and
Thought for the Day.

MON 09:00 Start the Week (m002md19)
Digital Futures and Information Crises

How can we reclaim the internet? Tom Sutcliffe and guests
discuss the digital age - its supporters and discontents.

Tech critic Cory Doctorow introduces his new book
Enshittification, a blistering diagnosis of how online platforms
have decayed — from innovation to exploitation — and what

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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we can do to make it better for ordinary users.

Novelist and broadcaster Naomi Alderman draws on history in
Don’t Burn Anyone at the Stake Today, arguing that we’ve lived
through information crises before, and that lessons from the
invention of writing and the printing press can help us navigate
today’s digital turbulence.

Journalist Oliver Moody, the author of Baltic: The Future of
Europe, discusses Estonia’s radical embrace of digital
governance, and what it reveals about the possibilities — and
limits — of a truly connected state.

Producer: Katy Hickman
Assistant Producer: Natalia Fernandez

MON 09:45 Café Hope (m002md1c)
Dementia drop-ins

Co-founder of the Hardy Group, Sue Atherton, tells Rachel
Burden how the charity supports people living with dementia
and their carers. When Sue's husband Geoff was diagnosed with
Alzheimer's disease, they wanted to start a support group for
younger people living with the condition.

Café Hope is our virtual Radio 4 coffee shop, where guests pop
in for a brew and a chat to tell us what they’re doing to make
things better in big and small ways. Think of us as sitting in
your local café, cooking up plans, hearing the gossip, and
celebrating the people making the world a better place.

We're all about trying to make change. It might be a
transformational project that helps an entire community, or it
might be about trying to make one life a little bit easier. And
the key here is in the trying. This is real life. Not everything
works, and there are struggles along the way. But it’s always
worth a go.

You can contact us on cafehope@bbc.co.uk

Presenter: Rachel Burden

Series Producer: Uma Doraiswamy
Sound Design: Nicky Edwards
Researcher: Maeve Schaffer
Editor: Clare Fordham

MON 10:00 Woman's Hour (m002md1f)
Bouncing back after getting fired, Brain fog, Sheikh Hasina
verdict

Former US magazine editors-in-chief Laura Brown and Kristina
O'Neill were both ‘let go’ from their respective jobs. They felt
blindsided, devastated and temporarily lost their identities -
until, united, they learnt how to make a comeback. They join
Nuala McGovern to share their experiences as set out in their
new book, All the Cool Girls Get Fired, about how they let go
of the shame of ‘being fired’, a term they like to use, and how a
career setback can become the best thing ever.

Bangladesh's former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been
found guilty of crimes against humanity and sentenced to death.
She is currently living in exile in India, so was tried in her
absence by a court in Dhaka. Hasina was Bangladesh's longest-
serving prime minister, who began her political career as a pro-
democracy icon, but fled mass protests against her rule in
August 2024. Today she - along with her former Interior
Minister and Police Chief - was found guilty of allowing the use
of lethal force against protesters and failing to prevent atrocities
against them. The UN say that 1,400 protestors died. Hasina has
called the court's decision biased and politically motivated.
BBC correspondent Devina Gupta updates us on the story.

When BBC Technology Editor Zoe Kleinman shared a post on
social media about dealing with brain fog, she had no idea it
would be viewed hundreds of thousands of times and resonate
with so many women who are going through the menopause.
Following a long day of reporting and feeling tired, along with
the fear of not being able to remember key words, Zoe used
notes on the BBC News At Ten for the first time ever. Zoe
joins Nuala to explain why it was important to share her
experience of perimenopause and brain fog. Dr Shema Tariq,
menopause researcher at University College London, talks
about what causes brain fog and how women can protect their
brains from cognitive decline.

Nuala is joined by the Emmy award-winning American
composer Laura Karpman. Her music can be heard on films
such as American Fiction and The Marvels, to TV hits like
Down Cemetery Road. Her opera, called Balls, is based on the
iconic 1973 ‘Battle of the Sexes’ tennis match between Billie
Jean King and Bobby Riggs, and will be having its UK premiere
later this week as part of the Philharmonic Orchestra’s 80th
anniversary season.

Presenter: Nuala McGovern
Producer: Simon Richardson

MON 11:00 Behind the Crime (m0019r5b)
Chris

As a society, we send close to 100,000 people to prison each
year. Criminal behaviour costs the country around £60 billion
every year, according to Home Office research.

Is it possible to prevent crime by understanding the root causes
of offending behaviour?

Sally Tilt and Dr Kerensa Hocken are forensic psychologists
who work in prisons.

Their role is to help people in prison to look at the harm they’ve
caused to other people, understand why it happened and work
out how to make changes to prevent further harm after they’ve
been released.

In Behind the Crime, they take the time to understand the life
of someone whose crimes have led to harm and, in some cases,
imprisonment.

In this opening episode they talk to Chris, who received a prison
sentence for a reckless arson. He was released in 2017.

On the face of it, Chris was a drug abuser with a track record of
violent offences and robberies. In this remarkable interview, he
describes himself as a ‘one-man crime wave’.

The job of the forensic psychologists is to dig deep into Chris’s
story, to understand the sequence of external influences that got
Chris to the point where he was causing harm to himself, to
others and to society as a whole.

Today, Chris has built a career for himself as a printer and a
poet. He works for The Archer Project, a charity that supports
homeless people in Sheffield.

For details of organisations that can provide help and support,
visit bbe.co.uk/actionline

MON 11:45 The Punch (m00012b6)
Nothing Was the Same Again

Aged 19, Jacob Dunne threw a single punch in a drunken brawl
outside a pub in Nottingham. His victim, James Hodgkinson,
died in hospital nine days later and Jacob was convicted of
manslaughter.

Now 27, Jacob has a young family and has just completed a
degree, but it was only after taking part in restorative justice
that he began to turn his life around. Meeting face-to-face with
James' parents had a profound impact on both Jacob and the
Hodgkinsons, and the resulting relationship has changed Jacob’s
life in unexpected ways.

With his heart set on a career helping others, Jacob wants to
understand his own transformation from angry teenager to a
responsible father and respected member of the community. He
has travelled the country giving speeches and workshops to
students, prisoners, prison officers, hospital staff, educators and
young offenders. In February, he gave the keynote speech at a
graduation ceremony for trainee prison officers.

In this five part series, he retraces the key moments in his life
since he threw the punch. It isn’t a straightforward story of
rehabilitation but a complicated, often painful journey.
Recording himself at home during lockdown, Jacob makes
contact with his former parole officer, a prison officer,
mentors, and others who have benefited from similar face-to-
face confrontations.

In this first episode, he revisits the worst night of his life, with
the victim’s parents Joan and David.

Produced by Kim Normanton and Victoria Ferran
A Just Radio production for BBC Radio 4

MON 12:00 News Summary (m002md1Kk)
The latest national and international news from BBC Radio 4.

MON 12:04 You and Yours (m002md1m)
AI Christmas Shopping, Porch Piracy, Tourist Scams

Christmas shopping is either a pleasure or a pain for some. But
what if you could get A.I to do it for you?

Well fifteen percent of consumers say they will use Al chatbots
(such as Chat GPT and Gemini) to search for deals. That's
according to the business firm KPMG.

But if you did use A.L to help you buy presents ...would you
admit it to anyone? And what are retailers doing to adapt this
rising trend...

A BBC investigation has discovered organised criminal gangs
are buying legitimate haulage companies, picking up loads to be
delivered to retailers we all buy from, before vanishing with the

contents.

Last year thieves stole goods worth more than £110 million
from lorries. Experts say we all pay the price for this.

‘We find out where these stolen goods are ending up...

Home deliveries make life easier—but there’s a growing
problem lurking on your doorstep. Porch piracy, the theft of
parcels from front doors, has surged recently this year. With
Black Friday and the festive season approaching, November
and December are peak months for these crimes. We hear from
two people who've had their parcels stolen and find out how you
can protect your deliveries....

PRESENTER: SHARI VAHL

PRODUCER: JAY UNGER

MON 12:57 Weather (m002md1p)
The latest weather forecast

MON 13:00 World at One (m002md1r)
Home Secretary to announce sweeping reforms to asylum
process

Sweeping new reforms to asylum process to be introduced.
Former Bangladesh PM sentenced to death in absentia. Flood
defences overtopped in Wales.

MON 13:45 A Carnival of Animals (m002md1t)
Part 1: The Orangutan, The Hummingbird, The Swift, The
Snake

In this omnibus edition, best-selling author Katherine Rundell
introduces four remarkable creatures. First, the orangutan - so
intelligent it can wash clothes and steal canoes just by watching
us - yet now critically endangered. Next, the hummingbird, a
jewel of the skies with ultraviolet vision and wings beating up to
80 times a second, threatened by habitat loss and past
exploitation. Then the swift, a bird that spends almost its entire
life in flight - even sleeping on the wing - now disappearing
from British skies as nesting sites vanish. Finally, the snake:
often feared, but in truth a creature of speed, ingenuity, and
fragility, with many species in steep decline. Blending myth,
science, and cultural history, Katherine Rundell celebrates the
wonder of the animal world.

Written and Presented by Katherine Rundell
Produced for BBC Audio in Bristol by Natalie Donovan and
Sophie Anton

MON 14:00 The Archers (m002m975)
[Repeat of broadcast at 19:00 on Sunday]

MON 14:15 Disordered (p0gtz45s)
Series 1

Episode 4 - Say It Out Loud

A comedy drama, written by Magnus Mackintosh, and starring
Jamie Sives as Hector, an optimistic but struggling 42-year-old
single father, with long-term mental health issues, who lives in
Edinburgh with his unusually bright 10-year-old son William.
He is aided by kindly friend and neighbour Susan and hindered
by acerbic ex-partner Amanda.

In episode four, Say It Out Loud, Hector makes big steps as he
is encouraged by his therapist to face his demons. He also has to
face Susan and Amanda, who are both dealing with unexpected
and unwanted revelations in their love lives. Thankfully
neighbour Mrs Harrington is around to spread some unexpected
merriment and William, his usual calm and wisdom.

The writer, Magnus Mackintosh, has personally struggled with
mental health issues over 27 years. He openly discusses his own
mental health issues on social media in the hope he can help
others and raise awareness.

Cast

Hector- Jamie Sives

Susan- Rosalind Sydney
Amanda- Gail Watson

William- Raffi Phillips

Mrs Harrington- Barbara Rafferty
Receptionist- David Kay
Therapist- Stuart McQuarrie

Studio Engineer and Editor- Lee McPhail

Production Manager- Tayler Norris

Title Music- Just Breathe by Police Dog Hogan

Produced and Directed by Moray Hunter and Gordon Kennedy

Recorded at Castlesound Studios, Pencaitland, East Lothian

An Absolutely production for BBC Radio 4

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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MON 14:45 Scenes from a Childhood by Jon Fosse
(m001vIkf)
Episode Four: Little Sister (Part One)

A selection of connected short stories by the celebrated
Norwegian author Jon Fosse, winner of the 2023 Nobel Prize in
Literature - “for his innovative plays and prose which give voice
to the unsayable”. Minimalist and compelling, these pared-back
vignettes take us from infancy to awkward adolescence, skirting
the line between fiction and autobiography. Episodes one to
three draw stories from the titular story sequence 'Scenes from
a Childhood'; episodes four and five are taken from the story
'Little Sister'.

'the Beckett of the twenty-first century’ - Le Monde

‘Fosse has been compared to Ibsen and to Beckett, and it is easy
to see his work as Ibsen stripped down to its emotional
essentials. But it is much more. For one thing, it has a fierce
poetic simplicity.” - New York Times

Translated from the Norwegian by Damion Searls
Read by John Mackay

Produced by Mary Ward-Lowery and Mair Bosworth
Mixed by Ilse Lademann

MON 15:00 A Good Read (m002md1w)
Richard Benson and Amy Sackville

THE YEARS by Annie Ernaux chosen by Richard Benson
THE CORNER THAT HELD THEM by Sylvia Townsend
Warner chosen by Amy Sackville

COFFEE AND CIGARETTES by Ferdinand von Schirach
chosen by Harriett Gilbert

Writer and former editor of the Face Richard Benson talks to
fellow writer Amy Sackville and presenter Harriett Gilbert
about favourite books.

Richard chooses The Years by Nobel Laureate Annie Ernaux,
saying it brings back memories of his French penpal's bohemian
mother. Amy's choice of The Corner that Held Them by Sylvia
Townsend Warner, about convent life in the 1300s, isn't as dry
as that might sound, and Harriett's pick is Coffee and Cigarettes
by German criminal defence lawyer Ferdinand von Schirach.

Produced for BBC Audio Bristol by Sally Heaven
Join the conversation on Instagram: agoodreadbbc

MON 15:30 Curious Cases (m002m8zz)
[Repeat of broadcast at 10:00 on Saturday]

MON 16:00 Currently (m002m2tm)
[Repeat of broadcast at 13:30 on Sunday]

MON 16:30 The Kitchen Cabinet (m002m902)
[Repeat of broadcast at 10:30 on Saturday]

MON 17:00 PM (m002md1y)
Government releases asylum plans

The home secretary says the reform of the system will 'unite a
divided country'. We'll assess how far the shift in public opinion
may have influenced this policy shift. Also, Lord Ken Clarke on
what he wants to see from next week's Budget.

MON 18:00 Six O'Clock News (m002md20)
Sweeping changes to the asylum system

The Home Secretary Shabana Mahmood has set out what she's
called her "moral mission" to heal divisions in the UK by
overhauling immigration rules. Her plans include fast-tracking
deportations, and making people who have been granted asylum
wait longer before they can settle permanently. The
Conservatives and Reform UK have said they are a step in the
right direction; some Labour backbenchers have condemned the
proposals as "dystopian" and "cruel".

Also: a death sentence for Bangladesh's exiled former prime
minister, Sheikh Hasina, who has called the verdict "politically
motivated".

And a new rugby union tournament has been launched which

will pit the best of the northern and southern hemisphere
nations against each other.

MON 18:30 I'm Sorry I Haven't A Clue (m002md22)
Series 84
2. Traffic Jam or Bedroom

The godfather of all panel shows returns to the Mayflower in
Southampton. On the panel are Adrian Edmondson, Rachel

Parris, Miles Jupp and Marcus Brigstocke, with Jack Dee in the
umpire’s chair. Regular listeners will know to expect inspired
nonsense, pointless revelry and Colin Sell at the piano.

Producer: Jon Naismith
A Random production for BBC Radio 4

MON 19:00 The Archers (m002mbmq)

Lilian’s upset that the other people-carrier, driven by Jakob, was
left behind at the Services and has now broken down. Tony and
Helen assume they’ll catch up later, while Kate and Ruairi are
sleeping in the back. Then Justin phones, explaining they’re
being towed to Blackpool before a replacement is found. The
others: Alice, Natasha, Phoebe and Jakob, seem okay with this,
he tells Lilian, though he’ll catch a train home. But as Lilian
arrives at the spectacular castle she insists Justin’s got to come!
Leonie greets Lilian et al with news that they’re staying in the
stable block, not the castle - and James isn’t coming. Hazel’s not
there yet either. Helen discovers they’ll be sleeping in bunk
beds, while Tony points out they’ve got some of the wrong
luggage, before going for a river walk with Helen. They meet
Finlay, a local crofter, who lends Tony his fishing gear, while
Helen is very taken with him and his dog, Dash.

Leonie tells Lilian that James never wanted to come, hinting
that they live pretty separate lives. Finlay invites Helen and
Tony to visit his croft later in the week, before going to round
up his sheep. Helen then cooks a fish Tony caught, while Tony
calls Justin for Lilian, who’s got no signal. Justin explains
they’re still in Blackpool and making the most of what it has to
offer. He doesn’t know how long they’ll be there, before ending
the call, leaving Lilian in the dumps. Tony and Helen agree
though, they’ve had the best afternoon in ages!

MON 19:15 Front Row (m002md24)
Actors Bryan Cranston and Marianne Jean-Baptiste. Also,
director Jon M Chu

Actors Bryan Cranston and Marianne Jean-Baptiste discuss
their production of Arthur Miller's All My Sons.

Director Jon M Chu reveals the influence of watching The
Wizard of Oz, as a boy growing up. And how he cast his very
own Wicked: For Good.

Samira is joined by food writers Diana Henry and Nikkitha
Bakshani - who also happens to be an award winning novelist -
to talk about the art of great food writing.

And dynamic pricing in theatre - is it more (or less) fair for
market forces to decide how high ticket prices can rise.

Presenter: Samira Ahmed

MON 20:00 The Briefing Room (m002m0ff)
Why does the UK have a problem with productivity?

The Chancellor, Rachel Reeves has been widely trailing this
month’s budget and the difficult decisions she’ll have to make in
just under two weeks time. This is being taken as code for tax
rises and a possible break in Labour’s manifesto pledge with a
rise in income tax. She’s said one of the key reasons for this is
that the government's official forecaster, the Office for Budget
Responsibility or OBR, is likely to lower its UK productivity
growth forecast for the coming years. So why is UK
productivity a problem and what can be done to improve it?

Guests:

Chris Giles, Economics Commentator, The Financial Times
Helen Miller, Director, Institute for Fiscal Studies

Duncan Weldon, economist and author

Greg Thwaites, Research Director, Resolution Foundation.

Presenter: David Aaronovitch

Producers: Caroline Bayley, Cordelia Hemming, Kirsteen
Knight

Production co-ordinator: Maria Ogundele

Sound engineers: Rod Farguhar and James Beard

Editor: Richard Vadon

MON 20:30 BBC Inside Science (w3ct8txk)
Could technology replace animal testing in science?

This week the UK government set out its vision for a world
where the use of animals in science is eliminated in all but
exceptional circumstances. Animal experiments in the UK
peaked at 4.14 million in 2015 driven mainly by a big increase
at the time in genetic modification experiments. By 2020, the
number had fallen sharply to 2.88 million as alternative
methods and technologies were developed. But since then that
decline has plateaued.

Could we see the end of animals being used in science labs?
Presenter Tom Whipple is joined by Dr. Chris Powell, Director
of Cambridge BioPharma Consultants Ltd. and honorary
visiting scientist at Cambridge University and Dr. Natalie
Burden, head of New Approach Methodologies at the National
Centre for the Replacement, Refinement and Reduction of

Animals in Research (NC3Rs).

And as world leaders gather for the COP30 climate conference
in Brazil, we speak to glaciologist Dr. Matthias Huss. In the past
decade, his data has shown that a quarter of Swiss ice has been
lost, with hundreds of glaciers having disappeared entirely. But
part of one of those glaciers remains in the freezer of his
basement...

Also Penny Sarchet, managing editor at New Scientist, brings us
her take on the new science that matters this week.

To discover more fascinating science content, head to
bbe.co.uk, search for BBC Inside Science and follow the links
to The Open University.

Presenter: Tom Whipple

Producers: Clare Salisbury, Tim Dodd, Alex Mansfield,
Jonathan Blackwell

Editor: Martin Smith

Production Co-ordinator: Jana Bennett-Holesworth

MON 21:00 Start the Week (m002md19)
[Repeat of broadcast at 09:00 today]

MON 21:45 Café Hope (m002md1c)
[Repeat of broadcast at 09:45 today]

MON 22:00 The World Tonight (m002md26)
Home Secretary Shabana Mahmood lays out asylum overhaul

The Home Secretary Shabana Mahmood laid out a string of
reforms to the asylum system that would see refugee status
become temporary, guaranteed housing support for asylum
seekers end and new capped "safe and legal routes" into the UK
created. Speaking in the House of Commons, Mahmood told
MPs the current system is "out of control and unfair", and said:
"If we fail to deal with this crisis, we will draw more people
down a path that starts with anger and ends in hatred."

Also on the programme: as Syrians search for those who
disappeared during the 13-year civil war, questions remain over
missing American Austin Tice.

And an off-duty pilot who tried to cut off the engines of an
Alaska Airlines passenger flight with more than 80 people on
board, after having taken psychedelic mushrooms, has been
sentenced.

MON 22:45 Virginia and Katherine by Alison MacLeod
(m002md28)
Episode One

An original commission to mark the centenary of Mrs
Dalloway, this is a story about the friendship and rivalry
between Virginia Woolf and Katherine Mansfield, and includes
letters by both writers.

In 1917, needing material for their newly-established Hogarth
Press, Virginia and Leonard Woolf agree to publish a story
from an emerging talent from New Zealand: Katherine
Mansfield. Over the next six years - until Katherine’s death in
1923 - the two women enjoyed a complicated friendship which,
despite moments of bitchiness or silence, was also the meeting
of two original minds.

Episode 1
1917. For the first time, Virginia Woolf visits her new author -
Katherine Mansfield - at her home in Chelsea.

Alison MacLeod’s most recent novel, Tenderness, was a New
York Times ‘Best Book’ of the year and a ‘Best Paperback’ of
the year for The Sunday Times. Her novel Unexploded was
nominated for the Man-Booker Prize and adapted for BBC
Radio 4. She is a Fellow of the Royal Literary Fund, Visiting
Professor at the University of Chichester, a Writers' Award
recipient of the British Library, and currently lectures on a part-
time basis at Anglia Ruskin University, where she contributes to
the Cambridge Writing Centre.

Writer: Alison MacLeod
Reader: Greta Scacchi

Producer: Jeremy Osborne

With thanks to the Society of Authors on behalf of the Estates
of Virginia Woolf and Katherine Mansfield

A Sweet Talk production for BBC Radio 4
MON 23:00 Limelight (m001slmj)
Spores: Series 1

1. Growth
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A psychological horror story set in rural Wales amid the
mysterious world of mycelium.

When social worker Cassie discovers mould in the flat of a
vulnerable service user she puts it down to poor quality housing.
But then she discovers it in her own house and begins to fear for
the safety of her family.

For partner Morgan and young son Bryn, it’s not the mould that
troubles them but Cassie’s mental health. As the fungus
continues to grow and spread, Cassie resorts to more extreme
measures to combat it. But why will no one listen to her when
she warns of danger? The appearance of a mysterious Polish
girl adds fuel to the friction within the family.

In Greek mythology, Cassandra was condemned to speak the
truth yet never be believed. A story of trust and what happens
when we lose it. And of a hidden threat attacking the very thing
that makes us powerful.

Written and created by Marietta Kirkbride

Cassie ...... Kate O’Flynn
Interviewer ..... Laurel Lefkow
Morgan ..... Owain Gwynn
Joyce ..... Kezrena James

. Macsen Ovens

. Richard Corgan
Aggy K. Adams

Other voices played by the cast

Production Manager: Anna de Wolff Evans
Production Assistant: Teresa Milewski
Executive Producer: Sara Davies

Title Music: Ioana Selaru & Melo-Zed
Sound Design: Jon Nicholls

Directed and Produced by Nicolas Jackson

An Afonica production for BBC Radio 4

MON 23:30 Today in Parliament (m002md2b)
Alicia McCarthy reports as Home Secretary Shabana Mahmood
announces sweeping changes to asylum policy.

TUESDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2025

TUE 00:00 Midnight News (m002md2d)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

TUE 00:30 The Punch (m00012b6)
[Repeat of broadcast at 11:45 on Monday]

TUE 00:48 Shipping Forecast (m002md2g)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

TUE 01:00 Selection of BBC World Service Programmes
(m002md2j)

BBC Radio 4 presents a selection of news and current affairs,
arts and science programmes from the BBC World Service.

TUE 05:00 News Summary (m002md2l)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

TUE 05:04 Yesterday in Parliament (m002md2n)

Helen Catt reports as the Home Secretary announces an
overhaul of the asylum system, and the Government faces a
string of defeats on plans to beef up employment rights.

TUE 05:34 Shipping Forecast (m002md2q)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

TUE 05:43 Prayer for the Day (m002md2s)
The ultimate roast dinner breakfast bap

A spiritual comment and prayer to start the day with

Swarzy Shire

Good morning. I don’t know if you're anything like me, but I
love making breakfast from leftovers — it could be beans on
toast with a side of mac & cheese, or the ultimate roast dinner
breakfast bap!

There’s something special about leftovers that reminds me of
God’s kindness and provision. In the Gospel of John, we see this

abundance again and again - first at a wedding in Cana.

When I got married, I remember worrying about what we would

toast with. I don’t really like the taste of wine, my family knows
T'll raise a glass of chilled white grape bubbly - alcohol-free, but
full of joy! — at special occasions. That’s what I wanted on my
wedding day, so I emailed the company to ask about ordering a
few bottles. The Friday before the wedding, a huge lorry pulled
up at my mum’s house with a whole crate - an unbelievable
wedding gift! Come and see God’s kindness: the same Jesus
who turned water into wine is still in the business of surprising
us with goodness, even through something as simple as my
favourite sparkling drink...and we’re still enjoying the leftovers
at my supper club!

It’s no coincidence that Jesus’ first miracle took place at a
wedding feast - a moment of joy, love, and overflowing
abundance pointing us to the ultimate celebration in heaven: the
marriage of Christ and His bride, the Church. Jesus delights in
showing up and revealing His goodness - both in the ordinary
and the miraculous - reminding us to taste and see that the Lord
is good. I pray today, that we’d see His blessings not just meet
our needs; but overflow. In Jesus name. Amen.

TUE 05:45 Farming Today (m002md2v)
18/11/25 Inheritance Tax a year on from farmers' rally, soy in
animal feed, lanolin protein

A year on from a big farmers' rally in Whitehall, farmers again
travel to London to lobby MPs about inheritance tax.

As COP 30 continues in Brazil, we look at imports of South
American soy and its use for animal feed on UK farms. Brazil
has a moratorium on cutting down rainforest to allow farmers to
plant soya, but there's concern that pressure from big-business
could reverse that protection. We speak to the Agricultural
Industries Confederation.

A Welsh entrepreneur is working on an alternative source of
protein - lanolin from sheep wool. She came up with the idea
after meeting a shrimp farmer who fed the grease to his
shellfish.

Presenter: Anna Hill
Producer: Rebecca Rooney

TUE 06:00 Today (m002mblt)
News and current affairs, including Sports Desk, Weather and
Thought for the Day.

TUE 09:00 The Long View (m002m9mb)
Criminals on the Loose

The news headlines in recent weeks have featured one recurring
story: prisoners mistakenly released from prison due to
bureaucratic errors and a prison system under strain. After three
men were mistakenly released in quick succession, official
figures confirmed this was no anomaly: 91 prisoners were
wrongly released between April and October 2025, around three
a week.

But these fears of criminals "on the loose" are hardly new. In
the mid-19th century, the country was preoccupied by similar
concerns. As transportation to Australia came to an end and a
new system of penal servitude took its place, the press and
public became alarmed that violent offenders who ought to
have been behind bars were instead back on the streets.

Jonathan Freedland takes the Long View of prison crises past
and present, tracing the parallels between Victorian anxieties
and today’s concerns over mistaken releases, early release, and
the pressures facing the criminal justice system.

Guests: Helen Johnston, Professor of Criminology at the
University of Hull; John Podmore, former prison governor and
inspector.

Producer: Dan Hardoon
Reader: Clive Hayward

TUE 09:30 All in the Mind (m002m9md)
Navigating the Pacific without technology

How well can you remember the details of your childhood?
Sometimes, the memories are there, but a little hazy. But what
if you could trick your brain into thinking you looked like your
younger self again? Would that help you recall more childhood
memories? A new study has tried exactly this, so Claudia
Hammond meets Professor Jane Aspell to have a go at an
illusion that makes you believe you have a younger version of
your face.

Imagine navigating across an ocean, only using the feel of
waves hitting your boat to locate yourself. That’s exactly what
master navigators in the Marshall Islands do, and in August,
Professor Hugo Spiers and doctoral student Maria Ahmad
joined local sailors on a three day voyage in the Pacific. They
tell Claudia how Marshallese sailors are able to navigate in this

way and what this can teach us about the brain.

And Claudia is joined in the studio by Daryl O’Connor,
professor of psychology at the University of Leeds. Daryl
shares how self-affirmation can be an easy intervention to boost
wellbeing, and new research on why the more often you see a
public health campaign, the less your brain engages with the
message.

Presenter: Claudia Hammond

Producer: Sophie Ormiston

Editor: Ilan Goodman

Studio Manager: Sue Maillot

Production coordinator: Jana Bennett-Holesworth

TUE 10:00 Woman's Hour (m002mbly)
The pension gap, Rape trial delays, Author Harriet Lane

Over a third of women could face poverty in retirement due to a
growing gender gap in private pensions, according to a report
from Scottish Widows, with women's finances being hit by
caring responsibilities and career gaps. YouGov carried out the
reseach for the Scottish Widows annual Women and Retirement
Report, asking 4,000 women from across the UK about their
pensions and retirement planning, as well as savings,
investments and career breaks. Nuala McGovern talks to Lily
Megson-Harvey, the Policy Director of retirement finance
company My Pension Expert.

A third of all rape trials in Wales and England last year were
postponed at least once, often on the day of trial, according to a
new report published by the charity Rape Crisis England and
Wales. Ten years ago in 2015 the figure was one in 10. Their
report, Living in Limbo, finds rape and sexual abuse survivors
are being retraumatised by the criminal justice system. Nuala is
joined by Maxime Rowson, the charity's Head of Policy and
Public Affairs.

Back in 1995 a call went out looking for women to take part in
a landmark scientific study exploring the links between what we
eat and our health. Thirty-five thousand middle-aged women
signed up to be part of the UK Women’s Cohort Study. It went
on to look at the impact our diet can have on our risk of
developing cancer and other chronic diseases, as well as other
areas of women’s health from our bones to the menopause.
Professor Janet Cade from the University of Leeds joins Nuala
to discuss what it was like launching the study 30 years ago and
some of its key takeaways for women.

Families are calling for a change in the law after they say their
babies' dead bodies were kept inappropriately at a funeral
director's home. The case highlights a lack of regulation in
funeral services in England and Wales. Nuala speaks to Zoe
Ward, one of the parents affected, who recently met with
Victims Minister Alex Davies Jones to call for new laws, and to
Zoe’s MP, Mark Sewards.

Harriet Lane’s new novel, Other People’s Fun, explores modern
life and the lies we tell others — and ourselves — on social media.
It follows an unlikely and uneasy friendship between the
unnoticed Ruth and the Instagrammable Sookie. Harriet joins
Nuala in the studio to discuss why female friendships and
‘everyday horror” has always intrigued her.

Presented by: Nuala McGovern
Produced by: Sarah Jane Griffiths

TUE 11:00 Add to Playlist (m002m1nx)
Neil Brand and Imogen Whitehead launch a new series

Pianist and silent film music specialist Neil Brand and
trumpeter Imogen Whitehead join Jeffrey Boakye and Anna
Phoebe to add the first five tracks of the new series, taking us
from an energetic bee to Woodstock via The Netherlands and
Bristol.

Producer: Jerome Weatherald
Presented with musical direction by Jeffrey Boakye and Anna
Phoebe

The five tracks in this week's playlist:

Flight of the Bumblebee by Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov
Hocus Pocus by Focus

Teardrop by Massive Attack

Glory to God in the Highest by George Frideric Handel
Animal Crackers by Melanie

Other music in this episode

On my Radio by The Selecter

Flight of the Bumblebee performed by Trans-Siberian
Orchestra

Flight of the Bumblebee performed by Wynton Marsalis
Hocus Pocus by Focus, Live from The Rainbow
Unfinished Symphony by Massive Attack

Sometimes I Cry by Les McCann

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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We Will Rock You by Queen
Lay Down (Candles in the Rain) by Melanie

TUE 11:45 The Punch (m00010rr)
Unanswered Questions

Aged 19, Jacob Dunne threw a single punch in a drunken brawl
outside a pub in Nottingham. His victim, James Hodgkinson,
died in hospital nine days later and Jacob was convicted of
manslaughter.

Now 27, Jacob has a young family and has just completed a
degree, but it was only after taking part in restorative justice
that he began to turn his life around. Meeting face-to-face with
James' parents had a profound impact on both Jacob and the
Hodgkinsons, and the resulting relationship has changed Jacob’s
life in unexpected ways.

With his heart set on a career helping others, Jacob wants to
understand his own transformation from angry teenager to a
responsible father and respected member of the community. He
has travelled the country giving speeches and workshops to
students, prisoners, prison officers, hospital staff, educators and
young offenders. In February, he gave the keynote speech at a
graduation ceremony for trainee prison officers.

In this five part series, he retraces the key moments in his life
since he threw the punch. It isn’t a straightforward story of
rehabilitation but a complicated, often painful journey.
Recording himself at home during lockdown, Jacob makes
contact with his former parole officer, a prison officer,
mentors, and others who have benefited from similar face-to-
face confrontations.

In this second episode, Jacob looks at his experience in prison
and his state of mind after his release, speaking to his former
parole officer Wendy and the victim’s parents Joan and David.

Produced by Kim Normanton and Victoria Ferran
A Just Radio production for BBC Radio 4

TUE 12:00 News Summary (m002mbm?2)
The latest national and international news from BBC Radio 4.

TUE 12:04 You and Yours (m002mbm6)
News and discussion of consumer affairs

TUE 12:57 Weather (m002mbmb)
The latest weather forecast

TUE 13:00 World at One (m002mbmg)
Thousands of soldiers desert Ukraine's army

A soldier fighting among forced conscripts describes his
experience on the front line. Also: a week to the budget, the
Conservatives and Reform come out against the chancellor.
Reform's head of policy Zia Yusuf explains the party's position.
And peers have tabled over 900 amendments to the assisted
dying bill: we speak to a baroness defending the proposed
changes.

TUE 13:45 A Carnival of Animals (m002mbml)
Part 2: The Golden Mole, The Owl, The Glow-Worm, The
Giraffe

In this second omnibus, Katherine Rundell continues her
celebration of astonishing and endangered animals, blending
science, myth, and cultural history.

We begin underground with the golden mole - a blind,
shimmering creature whose iridescent fur glows with gold and
turquoise. Then we meet the owl, a bird of silent flight and
fierce intelligence, once kept by Picasso and long associated
with wisdom, though nearly a third of owl species now face
extinction.

Next, Katherine Rundell turns to the glow-worm, a
bioluminescent beetle whose light once guided soldiers and lit
homes, but now flickers in decline due to artificial light.
Finally, we look skyward to the giraffe, a creature so
improbable it has inspired centuries of myth. Despite its
grandeur, the giraffe remains vulnerable, its parts still traded
legally in some countries.

Presented and Written by Katherine Rundell
Produced for BBC Audio in Bristol by Natalie Donovan and
Sophie Anton.

TUE 14:00 The Archers (m002mbmq)
[Repeat of broadcast at 19:00 on Monday]

TUE 14:15 Drama on 4 (m001cdzz)
Shearwaters

Alison White's intense psychological thriller set over twenty
four hours on a remote island wildlife reserve.

The island reserve, home to hundreds of thousands of breeding
Manx shearwater birds that are hunted at night-time by
predatory black-backed gulls, is managed by warden Wilf who
lives there with his partner Ruth and young daughter Lily. Ruth
arrived on the island three years previously, escaping from
traumatic events in her past. But Ruth holds a secret and
unbeknown to her, someone is coming, someone who has the
power to rip her new life apart.

As the threat and danger intensifies, distressing memories
surface and Ruth is forced to take drastic action to protect
herself and the people she loves.

The drama features field recordings made on Skomer Island,
including the night-time arrival of Manx shearwaters, and uses
3D binaural audio; please listen on headphones for a more
immersive experience.

RUTH.....Rosalie Craig
WILF.....William Ash
SETH.....Rupert Hill
LILY.....Lily Mitic

Written by Alison White
Sound design by Steve Brooke
Directed by Nadia Molinari

A BBC Audio Drama North Production

With special thanks to the wardens of Skomer Island and the
Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales.

Details of organisations that can offer help and support are
available at https://www.bbc.co.uk/actionline

TUE 15:00 History's Heroes (m002mbmv)
History's Toughest Heroes

Margery Kempe: Ministry of Tears

Margery Kempe always tells it like it is. But in Medieval
England, such straight-talking can get a woman killed...

In History's Toughest Heroes, Ray Winstone tells ten true
stories of adventurers, rebels and survivors who lived life on the
edge.

Born in Kings Lynne in around 1373, Margery Kempe was
destined for a typical medieval life. But after the birth of her
first child, and a terrifying nine months of diabolical visons of
the devil and hell which meant she was tied to the bed for her
own safety, she had an altogether more soothing experience. A
vision of a man with whom she’d fall deeply, passionately in
love - Jesus Christ. After that, despite being full of lustful
feelings, she swore off sex with her husband and forged her
own path — speaking her mind and getting out of endless scrapes
thanks to her indefatigable ferocity.

A BBC Studios production for BBC Radio 4 and BBC Sounds.

Producer: Suniti Somaiya

Development Producer: Georgina Leslie
Executive Producer: Paul Smith

Written by Imogen Robertson

Commissioning editor for Radio 4: Rhian Roberts

TUE 15:30 Heart and Soul (w3ct6vps)
Finding my true self through Druidry

‘When Mhara was a teenager, she often felt lost and out of
place. But discovering books about witchcraft and Druidry
opened a door to another world, one filled with stories of
transformation, enchantment, and connection to nature. Those
ideas would stay with her for years.

As an adult, Mhara began to explore her identity as a queer,
transgender woman and returned to the spiritual path that had
first offered her hope. She discovered a thriving Druid
community right on her doorstep in Anglesey, Wales - one of
the last strongholds of Druidry after the Roman invasion and
still considered sacred land today.

Presenter Mora Morrison joins Mhara on the island, visiting
sacred rivers, ancient burial sites, and the headquarters of the
Anglesey Druid Order. There, Mora meets Mhara’s mentor and
friend Kristoffer Hughes, who has led the Order for 25 years.

Presenter / producer: Mora Morrison

Series Producer: Rajeev Gupta

Editor: Chloe Walker

Production co-ordinator: Mica Nepomuceno

(Photo: Mhara Starling, a Welsh witch and Druid. Credit: Kat
Arnold Photography)

TUE 16:00 Artworks (m002mbmz)
Okay Computer? Music in the Age of Al

Famed producer Giles Martin wades into the murky waters of
A.L's rise in music, investigating the economic risks, creative
rewards, and existential fallout of the powerful new technology.
Featuring stories of inspiration and warning from Holly
Herndon, St Vincent, David Arnold, and Baroness Beeban
Kidron.

Produced by Frank Palmer
A Cup & Nuzzle production for BBC Radio 4

TUE 16:30 What's Up Docs? (m002mbn1)
Do hot and cold therapies work?

Welcome to What’s Up Docs?, the podcast where doctors and
identical twins Chris and Xand van Tulleken cut through the
confusion around every aspect of our health and wellbeing.

In this episode, Chris and Xand dive into body temperature and
how it can be challenged. How does the human body regulate its
core and skin temperature? Can you change your body
temperature from its average value? Should you challenge your
body temperature by exposing yourself to hot environments?
They explore the biology of body temperature, the impact of
cold therapies and look at the claimed benefits of saunas.

Joining them to discuss this is Dr Heather Massey, Associate
Professor of extreme environments and physiology at the
University of Portsmouth.

If you want to get in touch, you can email us at
whatsupdocs@bbc.co.uk or WhatsApp us on 08000 665 123.

Presenters: Drs Chris and Xand van Tulleken
Guest: Dr Heather Massey

Researcher: Mili Ostojic

Producers: Faye Lyons White and Maia Miller-Lewis
Social Media Producer: Leon Gower
Executive Producer: Rami Tzabar

Editor: Jo Rowntree

Tech Lead: Reuben Huxtable

Digital Lead: Richard Berry

Composer: Phoebe McFarlane

Sound Design: Melvin Rickarby

At the BBC:
Assistant Commissioner: Greg Smith
Commissioning Editor: Rhian Roberts

A Loftus Media production for BBC Radio 4

TUE 17:00 PM (m002mbn3)
Congress is poised to force the release of the Epstein files

US House of Representatives is expected to approve a measure
that would compel the justice department to release the
"Epstein files": Reaction from victims and their families.

TUE 18:00 Six O'Clock News (m002mbn5)
Parliament warned of Chinese spying

The security service warns MPs, peers and parliamentary staff
they may be targets for Chinese spies. The Government says its
taking steps. Congress votes on the release of all remaining
documents related to Jeffrey Epstein. A court has heard that an
alleged member of Palestine Action attacked a police officer
with a sledgehammer. Also: An Australian prisoner sues over
state's Vegemite ban.

TUE 18:30 One Person Found This Helpful (m002mbn7)
Series 3

1. A-Beanz-ing!

Frank Skinner and guests Ian Smith, Jo Caulfield, Rachel Parris
and Pierre Novellie discuss looking too much at cats, looking
too much like dogs and what to do when your crowbar is the
wrong size.

This is the panel game based on what we all sit down and do at
least once a day — shop online and leave a review, as an all-star
panel celebrate the good, the bad and the baffling.

Everyone has an online life, and when the great British public
put pen to keyboard to leave a review, they almost always write
something hilarious. And our panel have to work out just what
they were reviewing — and maybe contribute a few reviews of
their own. So if you’re the person who went on Trip Advisor to
review Ben Nevis as “Very steep and too high”, this show
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salutes you!

Written by Frank Skinner, Catherine Brinkworth, Sarah
Dempster, Jason Hazeley, Rajiv Karia, Karl Minns, Katie Sayer
and Peter Tellouche

Devised by Jason Hazeley and Simon Evans with the producer
David Tyler

A Pozzitive production for BBC Radio 4

TUE 19:00 The Archers (m002m9Im)

Jakob, Alice, Justin and Natasha are eating breakfast at their
B&B, still waiting for a replacement vehicle. Justin and Natasha
got happily drunk last night, while Alice likes the views and
being so close to the sea. Jakob though is grumpy that they’re
still in Blackpool, until Natasha promises to find him a decent
cup of coffee. Alice goes upstairs to see Phoebe, who's fretting
over Kate insisting on being with her for the birth. Phoebe
doesn’t want Kate taking over and pushing Brodie out of the
way, so Alice agrees they’ll talk to Kate about waiting until after
the birth.

Later, while eating ice-cream on the pier with Justin, Natasha
remembers her bipolar father, who insisted on taking her for ice-
cream in all weathers. Natasha feels that she and Tom make a
good balanced couple, then moans about him texting to
complain about Henry. Jakob then calls with the news they
finally have a replacement vehicle, before going into an
amusement arcade to try and win a soft toy, where he’s spotted
by Alice and Phoebe. They join Natasha and Justin at an ice-
skating rink, while Jakob parks the new vehicle outside the
B&B. Before heading back there Phoebe starts having
contractions, which she claims are only Braxton-Hicks. Both
Jakob and Alice are sufficiently concerned that they agree to
wait until tomorrow before setting off, to make sure Phoebe’s
okay. Besides, everyone’s having a great time in Blackpool.
Relieved Phoebe is happy just to take things slowly from now
on.

TUE 19:15 Front Row (m002mbnb)
Vince Gilligan on creating Breaking Bad, Better Call Saul, and
Pluribus

Screenwriter Vince Gilligan is the creative mind behind the
multi-awardwinning television dramas Breaking Bad and Better
Call Saul. His latest offering is Pluribus - a post-apocalyptic
science fiction tale where it's up to the only miserable human
being on earth to save the world.

The news that Durham's Lumiere festival is coming to an end
has led to a political row in the North East. Helen Marriage,
Artistic Director of Artichoke, the arts organisation behind the
event, on creating Lumiere and why this year's edition could be
the final one.

Cherie Federico, Director of the York-based Aesthetica Short
Film Festival, and Philip Illson, Artistic Director of the London
Short Film Festival discuss how short films are rising up the
cultural agenda.

Reselling tickets to live events for a profit is to be banned by
the government. Annabella Coldrick, CEO of the Music
Managers Forum started the FanFair campaign back in 2016 to
take a stand against profiteering in the secondary ticketing
market.

Presenter: Nick Ahad
Producer: Ekene Akalawu

TUE 20:00 Today (m002m917)
The Today Debate: Who should pay more tax?

Rachel Reeves will deliver her Budget next week. It’s already
being seen as a landmark event for this government and we've
heard about the tax plans which have already gone in and out of
the chancellor’s speech.

We do know that taxes are going to rise. But who should pay
more tax? That's the question for the latest Today Debate,
chaired by Nick Robinson.

The panel is former Conservative Chancellor Jeremy Hunt,
Green Party leader Zack Polanski, former supermarket boss
Justin King, the Resolution Foundation's Ruth Curtice and
Labour peer Thangam Debbonaire.

TUE 20:45 In Touch (m002mbnd)
Screen Readers

When it comes to finding the right screen reader to suit your
needs, how do you decide which one to go for? It will depend
on your budget, your requirements and familiarity. Earlier in
the year, the company behind the leading screen reader made
some changes to their pricing structures and another company

within the market decided to respond to that with a limited-time
discount. In Touch hears about this and provides information on
what other options are available for the various computer
operating systems.

Presenter: Peter White

Producer: Beth Hemmings

Production Coordinator: David Baguley

Website image description: Peter White sits smiling in the
centre of the image and he is wearing a dark green jumper.
Above Peter's head is the BBC logo (three separate white
squares house each of the three letters). Bottom centre and
overlaying the image are the words "In Touch" and the Radio 4
logo (the word ‘radio’ in a bold white font, with the number 4
inside of a white circle). The background is a bright mid-blue
with two rectangles angled diagonally to the right. Both are
behind Peter, one is a darker blue and the other is a lighter blue.

TUE 21:00 The Law Show (m002m0c6)
The court delays crisis

When the Labour government came to power in 2024, it faced a
crisis in the criminal courts, with ever-longer delays and a
growing backlog of cases.

The Ministry of Justice's budget is now one third higher in real
terms than in 2019, but according to the latest figures, crown
court cases that are yet to be heard reached a record high of
78,329.

In October, the Justice Secretary David Lammy promised extra
funding to increase the number of days that English and Welsh
courts will sit next year.

But is throwing money at the problem enough? How can the
courts service be improved, and should jury trials be limited to
help clear the backlog?

Also in the programme:

Protests in support of the banned group Palestine Action could
result in trials for as many as 2100 people - so how do courts
deal with a sudden influx of cases?

And are UK laws fair to football fans?

Presenter: Dr Joelle Grogan
Editor: Tom Bigwood
Producers: Ravi Naik and Charlotte Rowles

Contributors:

Claire Waxman, Victims Commissioner designate,

Riel Karmy-Jones KC, Chair of the Criminal Bar Association
of England and Wales,

Dr Steven Cammiss, Associate Professor in Law at the
University of Birmingham,

Professor Geoff Pearson, Professor of Law, University of
Manchester.

TUE 21:30 Illuminated (m002m977)
[Repeat of broadcast at 19:15 on Sunday]

TUE 22:00 The World Tonight (m002mbng)
Trump defends Saudi crown prince over murder of Jamal
Khashoggi

During a visit to the White House, Donald Trump said Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman knew nothing’ about the
2018 murder of Washington Post journalist Jamal Khashoggi.
We hear reaction from Khashoggi’s former editor, Marty Baron.

Also on the programme: Poland’s foreign minister on suspected
Russian sabotage of his country’s railways. And crouching
woman, draped goose - we hear about the earliest known
depiction of interaction between a human and an animal.

TUE 22:45 Virginia and Katherine by Alison MacLeod
(m002mbnj)
Episode Two

An original commission to mark the centenary of Mrs
Dalloway, this is a story about the friendship and rivalry
between Virginia Woolf and Katherine Mansfield, and includes
letters by both writers.

In 1917, needing material for their newly-established Hogarth
Press, Virginia and Leonard Woolf agree to publish a story
from an emerging talent from New Zealand: Katherine
Mansfield. Over the next six years - until Katherine’s death in
1923 - the two women enjoyed a complicated friendship which,
despite moments of bitchiness or silence, was also the meeting
of two original minds.

Episode 2
Virginia is in the thick of the gossip surrounding Katherine. At
Asheham, Katherine puts her straight.

Alison MacLeod’s most recent novel, Tenderness, was a New
York Times ‘Best Book’ of the year and a ‘Best Paperback’ of
the year for The Sunday Times. Her novel Unexploded was
nominated for the Man-Booker Prize and adapted for BBC
Radio 4. She is a Fellow of the Royal Literary Fund, Visiting
Professor at the University of Chichester, a Writers' Award
recipient of the British Library, and currently lectures on a part-
time basis at Anglia Ruskin University, where she contributes to
the Cambridge Writing Centre.

Writer: Alison MacLeod
Reader: Greta Scacchi
Producer: Jeremy Osborne

With thanks to the Society of Authors on behalf of the Estates
of Virginia Woolf and Katherine Mansfield

A Sweet Talk production for BBC Radio 4

TUE 23:00 Uncanny (m002mbnl)
Series 5

Case 4: Road Ghosts

Hitch a ride with Danny Robins as he explores supernatural
sightings on Britain's roads. Vivid, deeply strange and often
terrifying, roadside apparitions and phantom hitchhikers are
some of the most frequently reported paranormal phenomena.
But can they be explained?

Written and presented by Danny Robins
Experts: Ian Simmons and Ciaran O'Keeffe
Editing and sound design: Charlie Brandon-King
Music: Evelyn Sykes

Theme music by Lanterns on the Lake
Commissioning executive: Paula McDonnell
Commissioning editor: Rhian Roberts

Produced by Danny Robins and Simon Barnard

A Bafflegab and Uncanny Media production for BBC Radio 4

TUE 23:30 Today in Parliament (m002mbnn)

Helen Catt reports from Westminster as MPs are warned about
a group of Chinese spies thought to be operating in and around
Parliament.

WEDNESDAY 19 NOVEMBER 2025

WED 00:00 Midnight News (m002mbngq)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

WED 00:30 The Punch (m00010rr)
[Repeat of broadcast at 11:45 on Tuesday]

WED 00:48 Shipping Forecast (m002mbns)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

WED 01:00 Selection of BBC World Service Programmes
(m002mbnv)

BBC Radio 4 presents a selection of news and current affairs,
arts and science programmes from the BBC World Service.

WED 05:00 News Summary (m002mbnx)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

WED 05:04 Yesterday in Parliament (m002mbnz)
Alicia McCarthy reports as MPs question the security minister
about the threat from Chinese espionage.

WED 05:34 Shipping Forecast (m002mbp1)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

WED 05:43 Prayer for the Day (m002mbp3)
It's soup season

A spiritual comment and prayer to start the day with Swarzy
Shire

Good Morning. When the weather turns chilly, I love to get out
my cast iron pot - because to me it’s soup season!

My grandma makes the best mutton soup, and it’s a recipe I love
to share with my guests at The Last Supper Club. It’s hearty,
packed with chunky cuts of mutton, carrots, potatoes, cassava,
plantain, and if I've got the time - coconut dumplings. And of
course, soup must be served with bread! So, as an icebreaker a
few weeks ago, I asked my guests to bring their favourite loaf.
The table overflowed with hard dough bread, sourdough,
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baguettes, brioche rolls, I mean for bread lovers, it was a little
glimpse of heaven!

That week, we read John 6, where Jesus nudges Philip in front
of thousands of hungry (and probably HANGRY) people to ask,
“Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” Philip does
the maths and the maths ain’t math-ing — he realises it’s
impossible. But then Jesus takes a boy’s small lunchbox - five
loaves and two fish - and multiplies it until everyone eats as
much as they want, with twelve baskets left over!

Here’s what strikes me: when we face impossible situations, our
maths will never add up to enough. One plus one is two - and
not enough. But one plus one plus Jesus? That’s abundance!

The way I see it, what if, like Philip, I saw my impossible
moments as invitations to trust Jesus - who already knows what
He’s going to do. My prayer today is that I add Jesus into my
equations and see how He multiplies the little I have into more
than enough. In Jesus name. Amen.

WED 05:45 Farming Today (m002mbp5)
19/11/25 Antibiotic resistance, rice straw, Food & Farming
Awards winner

The use of antibiotics in treating livestock in the UK has fallen,
according to a new report published by the Veterinary
Medicines Directorate, which is a government agency. Using
high levels of antibiotics in farming can lead to people
developing resistance to life-saving antibiotics.

The Alliance to Save Our Antibiotics, which was set up to
reduce antibiotic use in farm animals, through better livestock
husbandry, has just published its own report into antibiotic drug
use, particularly in pigs and poultry. It says poultry producers
are still using too many ionophores, a kind of medicine to treat
parasites, and it wants ionophores to be classified as antibiotics.

All week, we're taking a global perspective on farming as
delegates at COP 30 in Brazil discuss food production and
reducing its impact on the climate. One UK businessman has
come up with a system for harvesting the straw left over from
rice. It's usually allowed to rot in the fields, or it's burnt but
Craig Jamieson has developed a special machine to harvest it
and it's now being trialled in the Philippines.

We celebrate the farm business that's won the Future Farming
award in the BBC's Food and Farming Awards.

Presenter: Anna Hill
Producer: Rebecca Rooney

WED 06:00 Today (m002m9kz)
News and current affairs, including Sports Desk, Weather and
Thought for the Day.

WED 09:00 Life Changing (m002m911)
Two Days Underground

When highly experienced caver George Linanne fell during an
expedition in the massive Ogof Ffynnon Ddu cave system in
Wales , he wondered whether he would ever reach the surface.
With a leg broken in two places, and multiple injuries to his
jaw, collar-bone, chest and internal organs, he was in
excruciating pain. Some 300 cavers from across the UK took
part in what became one of the longest cave rescues in UK
history. George tells Dr Sian Williams about his accident, his
incredible escape and why he is back caving - the sport he loves
- as well as becoming a cave rescuer himself.

Producer: Tom Alban

WED 09:30 Shadow World (m002m913)
Anatomy of a Cancellation

2. The Words

Katie Razzall hears from critics who called out Kate Clanchy’s
memoir ‘Some Kids I Taught and What They Taught Me’. The
book, initially celebrated for its warmth and insight into
multicultural classrooms, then comes under fire for what some
call racialised and dehumanising language.

In Shadow World: Anatomy of a Cancellation, the BBC’s
Culture Editor Katie Razzall revisits a story that rocked the
UK’s publishing industry in 2021. It led to what some saw as the
unjustified cancellation of a prize-winning writer and teacher -
but to others, was a long overdue reckoning for the world of
publishing. It grew into a culture war about race, class, and who
has the right to say what.

Anatomy of a Cancellation explores a range of different
perspectives to consider how people now view one of the most
controversial literary rows in recent memory.

Presenter: Katie Razzall

Producer: Charlotte McDonald

Additional production: Octavia Woodward

Production co-ordinators: Sophie Hill and Katie Morrison
Sound design and mix: James Beard

Story editing: Meara Sharma

Series producer: Matt Willis

Senior news editor: Clare Fordham

Commissioning executive: Tracy Williams
Commissioning editor: Dan Clarke

It was a BBC Long Form Audio production for Radio 4.

WED 10:00 Woman's Hour (m002m915)
Saskia Reeves, Childminders, Women in Camps

Childminders play a vital role in the early years of children’s
lives, offering care, stability and a familiar face during those
formative years. But their numbers are in sharp decline. Many
are no longer able to offer places for three and four year olds,
citing government funding pressures. Today, Ofsted have
released new figures on how many childminders are leaving and
joining the profession. Childminder Georgina Young joins
Nuala McGovern to share her experience of the joys and
challenges of childminding, and what the future might hold for
the profession.

Saskia Reeves is the theatre, film and TV actor known for her
many roles including Katherine Standish in the hit Apple TV
series Slow Horses. She’s now back at the National Theatre, in a
new play, End — the last in a trilogy of plays by David Eldridge -
Beginning and Middle — with Clive Owen, exploring love and
relationships. Saskia joins Nuala to discuss.

The Independent Commission on UK Counterterrorism has just
published its report after three years. A long and detailed
report, it estimates there are up to 70 UK-linked individuals,
mostly women and children—most under 10 years
old—believed to still be in camps or other detention centres in
Iraq and Syria. Professor of Religion, Gender and Global
Security, Katherine Brown, is one of the 14 commissioners. She
explains why the women and children remaining in these camps
is "unsustainable" and why an organised programme of return,
rehabilitation, and integration is, they believe, the best long-
term option for managing the risk to public safety. Frank
Gardner, the BBC's Security Correspondent, joins them to
discuss.

Coroners’ advice and concerns on maternal deaths in England
and Wales are being ignored despite them raising repeated
issues, a new study has found. Dr Georgia Richards, the founder
of the Preventable Deaths Tracker at Kings College London
who is on the line from New Zealand, discusses the findings.

Presenter: Nuala McGovern
Producer: Kirsty Starkey

WED 11:00 Today (m002m917)
[Repeat of broadcast at 20:00 on Tuesday]

WED 11:45 The Punch (m00010jq)
Face to Face

Aged 19, Jacob Dunne threw a single punch in a drunken brawl
outside a pub in Nottingham. His victim, James Hodgkinson,
died in hospital nine days later and Jacob was convicted of
manslaughter.

Now 27, Jacob has a young family and has just completed a
degree, but it was only after taking part in restorative justice
that he began to turn his life around. Meeting face-to-face with
James' parents had a profound impact on both Jacob and the
Hodgkinsons, and the resulting relationship has changed Jacob’s
life in unexpected ways.

With his heart set on a career helping others, Jacob wants to
understand his own transformation from angry teenager to a
responsible father and respected member of the community. He
has travelled the country giving speeches and workshops to
students, prisoners, prison officers, hospital staff, educators and
young offenders. In February, he gave the keynote speech at a
graduation ceremony for trainee prison officers.

In this five part series, he retraces the key moments in his life
since he threw the punch. It isn’t a straightforward story of
rehabilitation but a complicated, often painful journey.
Recording himself at home during lockdown, Jacob makes
contact with his former parole officer, a prison officer,
mentors, and others who have benefited from similar face-to-
face confrontations.

In this third episode, Jacob explores the impact of bringing
victim and perpetrator face-to-face through restorative justice -
with Nicola Bankcroft from Remedi, Gary Chamberlain, Joan
Scourfield and David Hodgkinson.

Produced by Kim Normanton and Victoria Ferran
A Just Radio production for BBC Radio 4

WED 12:00 News Summary (m002m919)
The latest national and international news from BBC Radio 4.

WED 12:04 You and Yours (m002m9lc)
Food Inflation, Winter Fuel Payment Scam and Vintage
Jewellery

UK inflation has fallen for the first time in seven months, but
food prices are still climbing - up 4.9% on last year. We explore
some of the reasons behind it.

Winter fuel payments are landing in millions of pensioners’
accounts — we look at the crackdown on scams targeting them.

And the fashion magazine, Vogue, says vintage jewellery is the
only trend that counts — we look at what’s driving its rise in
popularity.

PRESENTER: SHARI VAHL

PRODUCER: HELEN LEDWICK

WED 12:57 Weather (m002m9If)
The latest weather forecast

WED 13:00 World at One (m002m91h)
Russian spy ship points lasers at RAF pilots

The Defence Secretary, John Healey, warns President Putin that
the UK "is ready" to respond, with "military options" drawn up
if the ship heads south. How much of a threat do Russian covert
operations present to the UK? Plus, how can rising food
inflation be curbed? The Supreme Court rules Christian-
focused RE taught in NI schools is unlawful. And, as Scotland
qualify for first World Cup since 1998, we hear from a father
and son who are booking their tickets.

WED 13:45 A Carnival of Animals (m002m9lk)
Part 3: The Hippopotamus, The Pig, The Chicken, The Mouse

In this third omnibus, Katherine Rundell explores four animals
that have lived alongside humans for centuries - sometimes
feared, sometimes revered, often misunderstood.

‘We begin with the hippopotamus, a creature of myth and
diplomacy, once gifted to royalty and imagined to snort fire.
Though powerful and deadly, pygmy hippos are now
endangered, their habitats shrinking fast. Then we meet the pig
- intelligent enough to play video games, yet still subject to
extinction. From ancient cave art to courtroom trials, pigs have
long fascinated and unsettled us. Next, Katherine Rundell
reconsiders the chicken - the most numerous bird on Earth,
bred into biological extremes, yet capable of problem-solving
and play. Finally, we turn to the mouse: resilient, intelligent, and
essential to medical science, yet vanishing in the wild as habitats
disappear.

Together, these essays ask us to look again at the familiar - and
to see the extraordinary within.

Presented and Written by Katherine Rundell
Produced for BBC Audio in Bristol by Natalie Donovan and
Sophie Anton.

WED 14:00 The Archers (m002m9lm)
[Repeat of broadcast at 19:00 on Tuesday]

WED 14:15 Drama on 4 (m002m9lp)
Make it Count. Episode 3

Following a series of hate crimes against members of the
Muslim community, Andy is getting closer to hard evidence that
Kelvin is radicalising the young men in the boxing club.

But following Sinead's sudden death, emotion runs high and
tension escalates as Kelvin fans the flames of hate, a desperate
Jayden is out for revenge and Andy's own personal grief
surfaces. Could the undercover investigation be at risk?

KELVIN.....Ian Puleston-Davies

ANDY.....Ben Batt

GEMMA..... Manjinder Virk

JAYDEN.....Samuel Bottomley

SAJID.....Shaban Dar

AMIR..... Matthew Khan

KARL and INVESTIGATING OFFICER.....Simon Naylor

Other parts were played by students from The Arden School of
Theatre:
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Kyle Barnett, Bea Bell, Maja Booth, Lucy Chapman, Lola Rose
Clark, Angelique Emery, Joe Gamble, Ruby Glavin, Lydia
Griffiths, Jermain Harris, Umar Haroon, Aiden Hope, Lydia
Klosa, Joseph Lymer, Millie Matheson, Roisin Murphy, Xander
Parsons, Dylan Peacock, Ethan Philliips, Vita Prescott, Millie
Slater, Alan Tarkil, Livvy Taylor, Millie Trodden, Omair
Usman, Benji Watson, Glorencia Wakudyanaye, Jessica
Williams, Pippa Williams.

Writer - Rebekah Harrison

Director-Nadia Molinari

Technical Production and Sound Design - Sharon Hughes
Production Co-ordinator - Ben Hollands

Casting Manager - Alex Curran

Assistant Technical Production - Kelly Young

Technical Apprenctice - Elijah Waddington

A BBC Studios Production for BBC Radio 4.

WED 15:00 The Law Show (m002m9Ir)
The law under fire

Politically motivated attacks on the legal profession in the UK
have led to barristers, solicitors, advocates and judges being
subjected to violence, death threats and rape threats. Some have
faced threats to their family members.

This is according to the The Bar Council of England and Wales,
the Law Society of England and Wales, the Law Society of
Scotland, the Faculty of Advocates, the Bar of Northern Ireland
and the Law Society of Northern Ireland. These organisations
represent a quarter of a million lawyers across the UK, and they
have come together to warn about an increasing climate of
hostility against legal professionals.

They say that law firms have been targeted by protesters, and
they point out that lawyers are not their clients. So how bad has
the situation become, and is it threatening justice or even
democracy?

Also on the programme:

The Scottish Parliament has passed the Land Reform (Scotland)
Bill after 3 days of debates and almost 400 amendments lodged
- so why is the bill so controversial?

And using a dodgy "jailbroken-Firestick" to watch illegally-
streamed TV may seem like a victimless crime - but is it?

Presenter: Dr Joelle Grogan
Producers: Ravi Naik and Charlotte Rowles
Editor: Tom Bigwood

Contributors:

Charlie Sherrard KC, criminal barrister with 2BR Chambers
Mark Evans, President of the Law Society

James Cook, BBC Scotland Editor

Eamon Chawke, a solicitor who specialises in intellectual
property law at Briffa legal

WED 15:30 Child (m002m9lt)
Series 2

3. Surprise

India Rakusen explores the emotion of surprise — from classic
knock-knock jokes to the complex, messy business of toddler
toilet training. Along the way, we hear how surprise isn’t just a
fleeting reaction, but a powerful engine for learning, adaptation,
and belief change.

We dive into how surprise shapes our understanding of the
world, and even how diversity in early years education can offer
rich, surprising moments that foster deeper learning.

This episode unpacks how moments of unpredictability - big
and small - help children build resilience, challenge social
assumptions, and ultimately grow. Welcome to the surprising
world of ... Surprise.

Presented by: India Rakusen.

Producer: Ellie Sans

Assistant Producer: Charlotte Evans-Young

Executive producer: Alex Hollands

Commissioning Exec: Paula McDonnell

Commissioning Editor: Rhian Roberts

Original music composed and performed by The Big Moon and
Eska Mtungwazi

Sound Design by Charlie Brandon-King

A Goldhawk production for BBC Radio 4

WED 16:00 When It Hits the Fan (m002m9lw)
The Secrets of the List: Putting Yourself in the Frame for a Top
Job.

When a top job becomes available, there very soon follows a
list of potential ‘runners and riders'. But how do you get your

name on it? And how do you get your name off it?

This week, David Yelland and Simon Lewis reveal the PR
secrets of The List. Whether it's the BBC, HSBC or Apple,
there are suddenly lots of big names being touted around for
some very serious jobs.

But there are PR traps along the way. Being seen as the
frontrunner doesn't always end well - and if you didn't put your
name forward, who did and what are they playing at?

And when it comes to these lists, there is sometimes great value
in not appearing on them at all.

On the extended edition on BBC Sounds - Penguin PR. David
and Simon look at the campaign to get 15 Gentoo penguins
released from London Aquarium. The owner, Merlin
Entertainments, has pledged to listen to 'constructive ideas’
about how best to care for the animals. But has the company
already lost the argument?

Also, when someone says Al will "evolve and transition certain
jobs", what do they really mean? Especially when that someone
is the head of Google's parent firm, Alphabet.

Sundar Pichai sits at the top of company valued at more than
$3tn - so when he says he's worried about the Al bubble
bursting and the effect it'll have on every company, it's probably
worth paying close attention to his choice of words.

Producer: Duncan Middleton

Editor: Sarah Teasdale

Executive Producer: Eve Streeter

Music by Eclectic Sounds

A Raconteur Studios production for BBC Radio 4

WED 16:15 The Media Show (m002m9ly)
Manager of YouTube's Sidemen Jordan Schwarzenberger, BBC
crisis latest, Ed Sheeran Netflix producer Ben Winston

Katie Razzall and Ros Atkins discuss the latest developments in
the BBC’s ongoing crisis after President Trump threatens a
multi-billion dollar lawsuit with: Baroness Tina Stowell,
Conservative Peer and former Head of Corporate Affairs at the
BBC and the Media Editor at the Sunday Times Rosamund
Urwin. Phil Riley, co-founder of Boom Radio, warns that BBC
Radio risks becoming an 'orphan asset' unless the BBC rethinks
its funding and leadership and Jordan Schwarzenberger, co-
founder of Arcade Media and manager of The Sidemen, argues
Gen Z won’t pay the licence fee and calls for a creator-led,
platform-savvy BBC that can compete in a decentralised media
world.

And Ben Winston, producer of The Kardashians, Gavin and
Stacey, and the upcoming 2028 Olympic ceremonies talks about
his latest project: a Netflix documentary with Ed Sheeran,
filmed entirely in one take.

Producer: Lisa Jenkinson
Assistant Producer: Martha Owen

WED 17:00 PM (m002m9m0)
Is the US renewing its push for peace in Ukraine?

Is a new peace plan for Ukraine being pushed by President
Trump? Former US Ambassador to Ukraine Kurt Volker gives
his opinion. Also, a new cross party report says attempts to cut
NHS waiting times have "stalled" - despite the billions being
ploughed in.

WED 18:00 Six O'Clock News (m002m9m2)
A Russian spy-ship has been accused of pointing lasers at RAF
pilots off the Scottish coast

The Defence Secretary, John Healey, has accused a Russian
ship operating on the edge of UK waters of directing lasers at
RAF pilots monitoring its movements. Also: The Supreme
Court rules that Christian-focused religious education in
Northern Ireland is unlawful. And inflation dips for the first
time since March, but food prices go up.

WED 18:30 Unite (m001mlvc)
Series 2

You Can Tin Can

Rebecca is concerned that Gideon's lack of employment will
scupper their chances of securing a mortgage, so when his first
ever trip to a football match leads to him being befriended by a
hooligan mortgage advisor called Spud, Gideon leaps upon his
offer to forge some payslips - after they've had a" tear up" with
the Wycombe Wanderers lot.

Imogen is keen to do her bit in this cost of living crisis by
launching her "You Can Tin Can" workshop at the local

community centre, but the three attendees need some
convincing about the benefits of cooking using only tinned
food.

Tony dreams of becoming a published author with his
biography of a pioneering distant relative but should he be so
smug that he wrote it without consulting the internet?

A welcome return for the hugely popular and critically-
acclaimed sitcom starring Radio 4 favourite Mark Steel (Mark
Steel's in Town, The News Quiz), Claire Skinner
(Outnumbered), Elliot Steel and Ivo Graham.

‘When Tony (Mark Steel), a working class, left wing South
Londoner, falls in love and marries Imogen (Claire Skinner), an
upper middle class property developer, their sons - Croydon
chancer Ashley (Elliot Steel) and supercilious Eton and Oxford-
educated Gideon (Ivo Graham) - are forced to live under the
same roof and behave like the brothers neither of them ever
wanted.

Cast:

Tony - Mark Steel
Imogen - Claire Skinner
Ashley - Elliot Steel
Gideon - Ivo Graham
Rebecca - Ayesha Antoine
Don - Curtis Walker
Joyce - Llewella Gideon
Spud - Andy Linden
Nancy - Lily Hardy
Steve - Dave Litchfield

Written by Barry Castagnola, Ian Pearce and Elliot Steel
(additional material from the cast)

Executive Producer- Mario Stylianides
Producer/Director- Barry Castagnola

Sound recordist and Editor- Jerry Peal

Broadcast Assistant - Sarah Tombling

Assistant Producer - George O'Regan

Production Assistant - David Litchfield

A Golden Path and Rustle Up production for BBC Radio 4

WED 19:00 The Archers (m002m9m4)

Kirsty helps fractious Tom and Henry at Bridge Farm, getting
Henry to talk about his difficulties at school. Tom worries he’s
become self-obsessed and boring, getting upset when Kirsty
makes light of his concerns. She finds Tom later, who admits
having vivid dreams about their stillborn son, Wren, supposing
they’d still be together if he’d survived. Kirsty disagrees, but
gives distressed Tom a hug, which suspicious Henry sees. Kirsty
assures Henry she only hugged Tom because he was upset,
asking Henry to try and get on better with him.

Having seen round his croft Helen acknowledges that Finlay has
a harder time of it as a farmer than her. But Finlay loves it, far
preferring his life now, post-divorce, to when he lived in
Glasgow. Later, they circle around admitting their feelings for
each other, before Finlay’s called away to his other job, as a
firefighter. Rueful Helen watches him go.

Lilian and Tony go on a whisky distillery tour. Tony has loved
every minute of their trip, but Lilian isn’t happy, convinced
Leonie’s avoiding her. She assumes Justin and the others prefer
staying in Blackpool to joining them. Tony prompts Lilian to try
harder with Leonie, who's clearly being neglected by James.
Lilian feels she has to make allowances for James, due to her
own poor parenting. Tony retorts that Peggy never made
allowances for him, to the point he questioned whether she
loved him at all. But he just got on with it and did what was best
for his family. Lilian should do the same.

WED 19:15 Front Row (m002m9m6)
Actor Joel Edgerton on his new film Train Dreams

Actor Joel Edgerton on his role as an itinerant lumberjack in
1900s Idaho, in Clint Bentley's Train Dreams, an adaptation of
anovel by Denis Johnson which is being tipped for Oscar
success.

The Harris in Preston and Poole Museum in Dorset recently
threw their doors open after multi million pound refurbishment
projects. We hear how these museums have been transformed
and how local communities are responding to their reopening.

Photographer Craig Easton tells us about his project An
Extremely Un-get-atable Place in which he reflects on the time
writer George Orwell spent on the island of Jura in the 1940s.

And from South Georgia in the South Atlantic, artist Michael
Visocchi joins us to talk about the physical and emotional
demands of installing a permanent sculpture to over 100,000
whales slaughtered by the whaling industry.

Presenter: Kirsty Wark
Producer: Mark Crossan

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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WED 20:00 Moral Maze (m002m9m8)
How much should we consider the role of moral luck?

The Channel 4 documentary, ‘Hitler's DNA: Blueprint of a
Dictator’ has carried out a controversial genetic analysis of the
Nazi leader. The test shows "very high" scores - in the top 1% -
for a predisposition to autism, schizophrenia and bipolar
disorder. This not a diagnosis, however, and there have been
concerns about whether such speculation stigmatises these
conditions.

While we shouldn’t seek to explain a person’s moral character
and actions simply through genetics, there are many other
aspects of our lives we can’t control, and which can nevertheless
influence our behaviour and the judgements of others. These,
include our upbringing and the circumstances we happen to be
placed in (war, oppression, abuse) as well as the outcome of our
actions (e.g. whether someone happens get away drink-driving,
or not). If this is all a question of moral luck, how much should
it be taken into consideration in our judgments of others? And
where does that leave human agency, responsibility and
culpability?

One view is that moral blame should be based solely on
someone’s intentions and the choices they make. Moral
responsibility, it’s argued, rests on rational will, and unlucky life
chances should not excuse bad or criminal behaviour. However,
in the criminal justice system, mitigating circumstances, while
not excusing bad behaviour, are presented to reduce the severity
of a person's culpability.

How do we untangle what is in someone’s control, and what is a
matter of luck, when it comes to the combinations of nature and
nurture that make up the people we are? If we focus too much
the things we can’t control, would we ever be able to make any
moral judgments at all? Or should we think more about the
presence of moral luck in our everyday lives and work harder to
understand rather than blame?

Chair: Michael Buerk

Panel: Matthew Taylor, Sonia Sodha, Jonathan Sumption and
Inaya, Folarin-Iman.

Witnesses: Kirsty Brimelow, Peter Bleksley, Susan Blackmore
and David Enoch.

Producer: Dan Tierney

WED 21:00 The Long View (m002m9mb)
[Repeat of broadcast at 09:00 on Tuesday]

WED 21:30 All in the Mind (m002m9md)
[Repeat of broadcast at 09:30 on Tuesday]

WED 22:00 The World Tonight (m002m9mg)
Reports of US peace plan for Ukraine

The White House and Moscow have reportedly drawn up a
28-point peace plan that crosses many of Ukraine’s stated red
lines. Could Kyiv ever accept it?

Also on the programme: the Oxfordshire fly-tipping scandal is
raised at Prime Minister's Questions - we ask how big the
problem is nationwide; and eighty years on, a verdict on the
Nuremberg trials from the son of a Nazi war criminal and the
grandson of a British prosecutor.

WED 22:45 Virginia and Katherine by Alison MacLeod
(m002m9mj)
Episode Three

An original commission to mark the centenary of Mrs
Dalloway, this is a story about the friendship and rivalry
between Virginia Woolf and Katherine Mansfield, and includes
letters by both writers.

In 1917, needing material for their newly-established Hogarth
Press, Virginia and Leonard Woolf agree to publish a story
from an emerging talent from New Zealand: Katherine
Mansfield. Over the next six years - until Katherine’s death in
1923 - the two women enjoyed a complicated friendship which,
despite moments of bitchiness or silence, was also the meeting
of two original minds.

Episode 3

With her health deteriorating, Katherine passes up an invitation
to Christmas with the Woolfs, and attempts to recover in the
south of France.

Alison MacLeod’s most recent novel, Tenderness, was a New
York Times ‘Best Book’ of the year and a ‘Best Paperback’ of
the year for The Sunday Times. Her novel Unexploded was
nominated for the Man-Booker Prize and adapted for BBC
Radio 4. She is a Fellow of the Royal Literary Fund, Visiting
Professor at the University of Chichester, a Writers' Award
recipient of the British Library, and currently lectures on a part-
time basis at Anglia Ruskin University, where she contributes to

the Cambridge Writing Centre.

Writer: Alison MacLeod
Reader: Greta Scacchi
Producer: Jeremy Osborne

With thanks to the Society of Authors on behalf of the Estates
of Virginia Woolf and Katherine Mansfield

A Sweet Talk production for BBC Radio 4

WED 23:00 Stand-Up Specials (m002m9mm)
BBC New Comedy Awards - Grand Final

From the Alhambra Theatre in Bradford, Amy Gledhill hosts
highlights of the BBC New Comedy Awards Grand Final 2025.
Judges Harriet Kemsley and Adjani Salmon and head judge
Fatiha EI-Ghorri must crown this year’s winner from six rising
stars of comedy.

Host - Amy Gledhill

Judges - Fatiha El-Ghorri, Harriet Kemsley and Adjani Salmon
Performers - Elvadas Karosas, Shugufta Choudhry, Eli Hart,
Pravanya Pillay, Ayo Adenekan, Jess Carrivick as Cassandra
Della Treebourne.

Producers - Lindsay Jex and Kurt Brookes

A Phil McIntyre Television production for BBC Radio 4

WED 23:30 Today in Parliament (m002m9mp)
PMQs and other top stories from Westminster.

THURSDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2025

THU 00:00 Midnight News (m002m9mr)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

THU 00:30 The Punch (m00010jq)
[Repeat of broadcast at 11:45 on Wednesday]

THU 00:48 Shipping Forecast (m002m9mw)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

THU 01:00 Selection of BBC World Service Programmes
(m002m9n0)

BBC Radio 4 presents a selection of news and current affairs,
arts and science programmes from the BBC World Service.

THU 05:00 News Summary (m002m9n4)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

THU 05:04 Yesterday in Parliament (m002m9n8)
News, views and features on yesterday's stories in Parliament

THU 05:34 Shipping Forecast (m002m9nb)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

THU 05:43 Prayer for the Day (m002m9nd)
Come and Have Breakfast

A spiritual comment and prayer to start the day with Swarzy
Shire

Good morning. Breakfast is one of my favourite meals of the
day - there’s nothing like a full English with a good cup of
tea...and maybe a cheeky nap after!

Tlove that Jesus also loved breakfast - and loved His friends
too. After one of his closest friends called Peter had denied
Him three times, Jesus showed up again by the Sea of Galilee,
not with anger or disappointment, but with breakfast. Peter and
some of the disciples had been fishing all night and caught
nothing until Jesus called out, “Throw your net on the right side
of the boat.” I'm sure Peter must have twigged, hang on a
minute, I've heard this before! Suddenly their nets overflowed
with fish, and realising it was Jesus, Peter jumped straight into
the water to reach Him.

It’s striking that after everything Peter and the disciples had
seen Jesus do, they went back to their old way of life - back to
fishing. Yet even there, Jesus meets them again. He repeats the
miracle that first called Peter, showing once more that His
mercy and grace are sweeter than the bitterness of his own
failure and shame.

When they reached the shore, they found Jesus by a fire, frying
fish! And then came the invitation that still melts my heart
today: “Come and have breakfast.”

‘When I lose my way, and forget all the good things I've seen
Jesus do in my life, when I'm burdened by failure and shame
may I remember His gentle invitation to come and be restored.
‘Whatever you're having for breakfast this morning, I pray we’d
taste and see the kindness of Jesus, who still comes after us with
love to show His goodness, his mercy, and grace. Amen.

THU 05:45 Farming Today (m002m9ng)
20/11/25 Food & Farming Award winner, maltings closures,
farming in Brazil, oysters.

A decline in demand for whiskey is being blamed for the
closure and suspension of Scottish malting plants - something
which farmers fear will also mean a decline in demand for
barley. Maltsters process barley so it can be used in distilleries
or brewing. Several plants have announced closures and
redundancies, but the Maltsters Association of Great Britain
says that although it has a been a challenging year, they are
positive about the future.

The BBC Food and Farming Awards ceremony has taken place,
with three strong finalists in the Farming Today and The
Archers Farming for the Future category: Grazing Management
who manage conservation grazing in Herefordshire; The Free
Company, a farm and restaurant on a former dairy farm near
Edinburgh; and Hugh Wragham who grows hemp in
Northumberland. The winners were brothers Charlie and Angus
Buchanan-Smith from The Free Company.

All this week we're considering farming across the world, as
COP 30 continues. We speak to a first generation farmer who
produces organic mushrooms as part of an agroforestry farm
business in south Brazil. He says its important for farmers to be
at COP to push for financing for agriculture which can combat
climate change.

New rules on the size of oysters that can be landed on the River
Fal in Cornwall have been introduced - part of a bid to protect
future stocks of the shellfish. It's the first change in regulation
on the size of native oysters dredged from the Fal in a hundred
years.

Presenter = Charlotte Smith at
Producer = Rebecca Rooney

THU 06:00 Today (m002mbxg)
News and current affairs, including Sports Desk, Weather and
Thought for the Day.

THU 09:00 In Our Time (m000gmnj)
Eclipses

To celebrate Melvyn Bragg’s 27 years presenting In Our Time,
five well-known fans of the programme have chosen their
favourite episodes. Guy Garvey, lyricist and lead singer of the
band Elbow, has selected the episode on eclipses, first broadcast
in December 2020. Solar eclipses are some of life’s most
extraordinary moments, when day becomes night and the stars
come out before day returns either all too soon or not soon
enough, depending on what you understand to be happening. In
ancient China, for example, there was a story that a dragon was
eating the sun and it had to be scared away by banging pots and
pans if the sun were to return. Total lunar eclipses are more
frequent and last longer, with a blood moon coloured red like a
sunrise or sunset. Both events have created the chance for
scientists to learn something remarkable, from the speed of
light, to the width of the Atlantic, to the roundness of the Earth,
to discovering helium and proving Einstein’s Theory of General
Relativity.

With

Carolin Crawford
Public Astronomer based at the Institute of Astronomy,
University of Cambridge and a fellow of Emmanuel College

Frank Close
Emeritus Professor of Physics at the University of Oxford

And

Lucie Green

Professor of Physics and a Royal Society University Research
Fellow at Mullard Space Science Laboratory at University
College London

Producers: Simon Tillotson and Julia Johnson

Spanning history, religion, culture, science and philosophy, In
Our Time from BBC Radio 4 is essential listening for the
intellectually curious. In each episode, host Melvyn Bragg and
expert guests explore the people, ideas, events and discoveries
that have shaped our world.

In Our Time is a BBC Studios production

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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THU 09:45 Strong Message Here (m002mbxl)
Moral Failure and Deadly Negligence (with Sara Pascoe and
Matt Winning)

Anténio Guterres has said that missing the 1.5 degree climate
target is "a moral failure and deadly negligence". Is he right?

Dr Matt Winning joins Sara Pascoe and Armando to discuss the
language around climate change. Is it proportionately alarmist,
or does it just scare us? Are we numb to the jaw-dropping
headlines?

Matt has some ideas of how to communicate these complex
ideas more succinctly, and tell us of the days spend at COP
agonising over whether 'urges' or 'suggests' makes it into an
agreement. We also look at how language has been used to put
the onus on us, rather than corporations, for waste and
pollution, and a Swedish word that should make its way into
Keir Starmer's vocabulary.

Listen to Strong Message Here every Thursday at 9.45am on
Radio 4 and then head straight to BBC Sounds for an extended
episode.

Have you stumbled upon any perplexing political phrases you
need Armando to decode? Email them to us at
strongmessagehere@bbc.co.uk

Sound Editing by Chris Maclean
Production Coordinator - Jodie Charman
Executive Producer - Pete Strauss

Produced by Gwyn Rhys Davies. A BBC Studios production for
Radio 4.
An EcoAudio Certified Production.

THU 10:00 Woman's Hour (m002mbxn)
Boxer Francesca Hennessy, NEETS, Painter Caroline Walker

Francesca Hennessy is the 21-year-old shaking up women’s
boxing. Nicknamed the 'Billion Dollar Baby', she’s unbeaten in
her first six professional fights and will be fighting on the bill
when boxing returns to BBC primetime TV, free-to-air on a
Saturday night for the first time in 20 years later this month.
She’ll face former world champion Fabiana Bytyqi, marking the
biggest test of her career. Francesca joins Anita Rani along with
BBC Boxing reporter Kal Sajad to discuss what this means for
women’s boxing.

Figures just released by the ONS show the number of NEETS -
young people 'not in education, employment or training' -
remains at a concerning level. In next week's Budget,
Chancellor Rachel Reeves is expected to give more details on
how the Government is planning to tackle these rising numbers.
Historically, more women than men have been NEET, but in
recent years that trend has reversed, with young men more
likely than young women to be NEET. But with one in eight
people aged 16 to 24 in the UK now believed to be NEET, what
does it mean to be one? And what is being done to bring the
number of NEETS down? To unpick this, Anita is joined by
BBC's Employment Correspondent Zoe Conway.

Scottish painter Caroline Walker explores the realities of
motherhood in her exhibition, Mothering, at the Pallant House
Gallery in Chichester. She began painting maternal themes after
becoming a mother in 2019. Her work includes Birth
Reflections paintings which depict maternity care in hospitals
and the domestic scenes of early motherhood. Walker’s
paintings show everyday details such as breast pumps, baby
grows and unfinished drinks, highlighting the unseen labour of
modern parenting. Her art has become increasingly
autobiographical, featuring her children and family life in
Scotland. Caroline Walker joins Anita to discuss identity shifts,
domestic realities, and the value of caregiving.

Suzanne Edwards is currently taking part in ground-breaking
medical trials that involve her learning how to move her legs
using neural implants. Suzanne has been a sportswoman for
decades, both before and since a life-changing accident 14
years ago, and she explains how this training has informed her
approach to taking part in medical research.

Presenter: Anita Rani
Producer: Corinna Jones

THU 11:00 The Infinite Monkey Cage (m002kjvc)
Series 34

What's the time? - Marcus Brigstocke, Leon Lobo, Louise
Devoy

Robin Ince and Brian Cox wind up at the Royal Observatory in
Greenwich — arguably the centre of time — to uncoil the
mysteries of what time is and how on Earth (...and on moon)
we keep track of it. Taking the time to join them are comedian
Marcus Brigstocke, curator of the Royal Observatory Louise
Devoy, and Head of the National Timing Centre Leon Lobo.

From ancient Egyptian knuckle counting to sun dials, quartz
oscillators and atomic clocks, the panel turns back time to
discover how we measured and kept it throughout history.
Together, they dial into why Greenwich has become such an
important place for time and how time is synchronised and sold
across the globe. They explore the flaws and future of accurate
astronomical and atomic timekeeping, and Marcus blames the
‘leap second’ for his fry-up failures.

Producer: Olivia Jani

Series Producer: Melanie Brown
Executive Producer: Alexandra Feachem
A BBC Studios Production

THU 11:45 The Punch (m0001261)
Compass of Shame

Aged 19, Jacob Dunne threw a single punch in a drunken brawl
outside a pub in Nottingham. His victim, James Hodgkinson,
died in hospital nine days later and Jacob was convicted of
manslaughter.

Now 27, Jacob has a young family and has just completed a
degree, but it was only after taking part in restorative justice
that he began to turn his life around. Meeting face-to-face with
James' parents had a profound impact on both Jacob and the
Hodgkinsons, and the resulting relationship has changed Jacob’s
life in unexpected ways.

With his heart set on a career helping others, Jacob wants to
understand his own transformation from angry teenager to a
responsible father and respected member of the community. He
has travelled the country giving speeches and workshops to
students, prisoners, prison officers, hospital staff, educators and
young offenders. In February, he gave the keynote speech at a
graduation ceremony for trainee prison officers.

In this five part series, he retraces the key moments in his life
since he threw the punch. It isn’t a straightforward story of
rehabilitation but a complicated, often painful journey.
Recording himself at home during lockdown, Jacob makes
contact with his former parole officer, a prison officer,
mentors, and others who have benefited from similar face-to-
face confrontations.

In this fourth episode, Jacob looks at how shame has both
helped and hindered his life post prison, speaking to Sandra
Barefoot from The Forgiveness Project, Joan Scourfield, and
David Hodgkinson.

Produced by Kim Normanton and Victoria Ferran
A Just Radio production for BBC Radio 4

THU 12:00 News Summary (m002mbxr)
The latest national and international news from BBC Radio 4.

THU 12:04 Scam Secrets (m002mbxt)
The Winter Fuel Text

You've probably got the scam Winter Fuel Payment text at least
once. You might well have ignored it. But what happens when
the criminals hit the jackpot, the circumstances fit, and you try
to take up the offer?

That's what happened to Peggy - and in this episode her
experience is analysed by Scam Secrets regulars Shari Vahl, Dr
Lis Carter and Alex Wood.

With the help of a convincing but very fake website, a one time
passcode trick and the mind games that scammers deploy, the
criminals wanted to go on a shopping spree on Peggy. But just
as they were getting ready to splash her cash, an unexpected
plot twist scuppered them.

PRESENTER: SHARI VAHL

PRODUCER: TOM MOSELEY

THU 12:32 Sliced Bread (m002mbxw)
Toast - BlackBerry Smartphones

How did the company behind the revolutionary BlackBerry
smartphone lose its grip on the handset market?

The BBC Business journalist, Sean Farrington, investigates with
special guest, Sir Stephen Fry, who has remained 'faithful' to
the BlackBerry brand.

Alongside them is the entrepreneur, Sam White, who at the end
of the show has to reach her own conclusions on why
BlackBerry handsets disappeared, based only on what she has
just heard and her own business acumen.

The first BlackBerry device freed business executives from
their desks, allowing them to easily write, send and receive

emails from almost anywhere. But that was not the only thing
that made the BlackBerry, and its later iterations, extraordinary.

The actor, comedian, author and broadcaster, Sir Stephen Fry,
also used to be a tech blogger and wrote in glowing terms about
BlackBerry devices...until they took a turn for the worse.

Stephen explains why he was disappointed by a brand he loves
and how he still hopes it might make a return.

Jim Balsillie was a co-chief executive officer at Research in
Motion, the company that created BlackBerry, and offers his
insight into how it quickly became a $20billion business and
why he felt compelled to resign from such a tremendously
successful venture.

The entrepreneur and tech blogger, Kevin Michaluk, witnessed
how BlackBerry handsets soared and then sank. He's made a
successful career out of building "spiritual successors" to them
but can his attempts to bring them back under the original brand
prove successful?

The podcast version of this episode, available on BBC Sounds,
includes a bonus interview at the end with Sir Stephen Fry on
how he feels about technology and social media today.

Produced by Jon Douglas / BBC Audio North

THU 12:57 Weather (m002mbxy)
The latest weather forecast

THU 13:00 World at One (m002mby0)
News, analysis and comment from BBC Radio 4

THU 13:45 A Carnival of Animals (m002mby2)
Part 4: The Wombat, The Hermit Crab, The Dragonfly, The Elk

Part 4 of these omnibus editions of A Carnival of Animals
explores four remarkable species with stories of survival and
adaptation. Katherine Rundell introduces the wombat, once
adored by Victorian poets and now one of the rarest land
mammals. She examines the resourceful hermit crab, from shell-
swapping queues to the power of the coconut crab. The
dragonfly’s prehistoric past and changing patterns under climate
pressure come next, followed by the elk - North America’s
largest deer - whose recovery shows how conservation can
succeed.

Written and presented by Katherine Rundell
Produced for BBC Audio in Bristol by Natalie Donovan and
Sophie Anton.

THU 14:00 The Archers (m002m9m4)
[Repeat of broadcast at 19:00 on Wednesday]

THU 14:15 Drama on 4 (m001k0cm)
Hindsight

by Eileen Horne

Can past trauma rediscovered via EMDR therapy provide the
key to Isla's state of mind?

Isla and Marcus escape apparently unhurt from a car accident.
Marcus bounces back but Isla remains disturbed by the incident.
She turns to EMDR (Eye Movement Desensitisation and
Reprocessing) specialist Bill Shepherd to discover if a
"landmine" of past trauma could hold the key.

Isla ..... Rosalind Eleazar

Bill ..... John Hollingworth
Marcus/Man ..... Bryan Dick
Young Isla ..... Rosie Smith

All other parts ..... Ewan Bailey

Directed by Gaynor Macfarlane

Consultant: Dr Martha Ferrito

THU 15:00 Ramblings (m002mby4)
The Gower Peninsula to Antarctica

Clare Balding joins Rob Curtis for a walk across the dramatic
landscape of Rhossili Bay on the Gower Peninsula. Rob, an
electrician with a passion for nature and adventure, has worked
with the British Antarctic Survey on five separate expeditions.
Now, despite a recent diagnosis of type 2 diabetes which he was
sure would stymie his plans, he’s training for yet another trip to
the Halley Research Station.

As they walk from Llangennith to the church memorial of
Welsh Antarctic explorer, Edgar Evans, Rob shares stories of
life on the ice, the challenges of polar survival, and his

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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determination to stay fit enough to pass the medical required
for deployment.

They started their walk at Hillend car park, Llangennith and
headed across Rhossili Down (where Rob once broke his leg
paragliding), to St. Mary’s Church, then ambled back along the
beach to Hillend.

Presenter: Clare Balding
Producer: Karen Gregor

THU 15:27 Radio 4 Appeal (m002m95z)
[Repeat of broadcast at 07:54 on Sunday]

THU 15:30 Feedback (m002mby6)
Father Figuring, BBC Radio Scotland Cuts, and a Bruce
Springsteen VoxBox

There's been a raft of programming out on BBC Radio 4 and 5
Live over the past week about fatherhood. Feedback's heard
from listeners to one particular series on Radio 4 - Father
Figuring, presented by comedian Darren Harriott. In the series,
Darren attempts to untangle his feelings about his complicated
relationship with his own dad, and work out what makes a good
father today. Andrea Catherwood puts your comments to him.

BBC Radio Scotland has seen some big changes in the past
week, as the current late night music programming is set to be
changed. Veteran presenters Iain Anderson and Billy Sloan are
among those seeing their shows wound down, in a move that has
caused backlash among some listeners. Brian Ferguson, The
Herald's Arts Correspondent, and Norman Paterson, whose
music career was changed by an appearance on Iain Anderson's
show, weigh in with their thoughts.

And from one music legend to another - a new series of Legend
is out on BBC Sounds, and this run is all about Bruce
Springsteen. Listeners Christopher and Victoria enter our
Feedback VoxBox to discuss whether the series left them
blinded by the light, or if compared to other BBC podcasts, they
felt it was tougher than the rest...

Presenter: Andrea Catherwood
Producer: Pauline Moore

Assistant Producer: Rebecca Guthrie
Executive Producer: David Prest

A Whistledown Scotland production for BBC Radio 4

THU 16:00 The Briefing Room (m002mby8)
What can the UK learn from the rest of Europe about asylum
reform?

This week the government announced an overhaul of the UK’s
asylum system with the stated aim of making Britain look a lot
less attractive to those planning to make their way across the
Channel on a small boat or outstay their visa if already here. A
raft of proposals include ending a refugee’s effective right to
stay in the country indefinitely, a quicker way of deporting
those who fail in their asylum applications and a less
sympathetic approach to refugee families. Denmark has been
held up in recent days as an example of a country with much
tougher asylum policies. So are we in the UK now part of a
wider European trend of clamping down on asylum seekers?
And what can we learn from the success or failure of other
asylum policies across the continent.

Guests:

Dr Madeleine Sumption, Director of the Migration Observatory
at Oxford University

Professor Andrew Geddes, Director of the Migration Policy
Centre at the European University Institute in Florence.

Susi Dennison, Senior Policy Fellow at the European Council
on Foreign Relations.

Presenter: David Aaronovitch

Producers: Caroline Bayley, Kirsteen Knight, Cordelia
Hemming

Production co-ordinator: Maria Ogundele

Sound engineer: James Beard

Editor: Richard Vadon

THU 16:30 BBC Inside Science (w3ct8txl)
What’s in the wording of the COP 30 negotiations?

COP 30 delegates from around the globe are about to depart the
Amazon city of Belem in Brazil. But not before some very
important documents are drawn up. Camilla Born, former
advisor to Cop 26 president Alok Sharma speaks to Tom
Whipple about the scientific significance of the language
negotiators choose to use.

And it’s the eve of The Ashes. As England Men’s Cricket Team
line up against their Australian counterparts in Perth, cricket

fans on both sides will be hoping for sporting records to fall.
But is breaking those records getting increasingly less likely?
And can some maths explain all? Tom asks Kit Yates, author
and Professor of Mathematical Biology and Public Engagement
at the University of Bath.

Plus science broadcaster Caroline Steel is in the studio to
discuss this week’s brand new scientific discoveries.

If you want to test your climate change knowledge, head to
bbc.co.uk search for BBC Inside Science and follow the links to
The Open University to take the quiz.

Presenter: Tom Whipple

Producers: Jonathan Blackwell, Ella Hubber, Tim Dodd, Alex
Mansfield and Clare Salisbury

Editor: Martin Smith

Production Co-ordinator: Jana Bennett-Holesworth

THU 17:00 PM (m002mbyc)
Covid Inquiry verdict on governments response "too little, too
late"

"Too little, too late" Covid Inquiry verdict on UK governmental
response to the pandemic. Reaction and analysis, also author
Michael Morpergo on what it meant to country.

THU 18:00 Six O'Clock News (m002mbyf)
The covid inquiry concludes lockdowns could have been
avoided entirely

A report by the Covid inquiry has concluded that lockdown
could have been avoided entirely if other measures had been
implemented urgently at the start of the pandemic. Also: Legal
immigrants who claim benefits could be forced to wait 20 years
before applying for the right to settle permanently. And Gary
'Mani' Mansfield, the Stone Roses and Primal Scream bassist,
has died aged 63.

THU 18:30 Call Jonathan Pie (p0Ofszlpc)
10. The Environment

Pie is running late with a child in tow. For various reasons, Pie
has to juggle fatherly duties whilst hosting a late night phone-in
show. The subject for the evening is The Environment. What
starts as a rather light-hearted discussion soon descends into an
angry an emotional plea for us to stop setting light to things that
help us all to breathe. Pie’s sign off at the end of the show
contravenes all sorts of broadcasting standards, but he doesn’t
seem to care. Will Roger?

Jonathan Pie ..... Tom Walker

Jules ..... Lucy Pearman

Sam ..... Aqib Khan

Roger ..... Nick Revell

Sandra ... Liz White

Conrad ..... Dash

Voiceovers ..... Bob Sinfield and Rob Curling
Callers ... Daniel Abelson, Cole Anderson-James, Adam Byron
Writer ...... Tom Walker

Script Editor ..... Nick Revell

Producer ..... Alison Vernon-Smith
Production Coordinator ..... Ellie Dobing
Original music composed by Jason Read
Additional music Leighton James House

A Yada-Yada Audio Production

THU 19:00 The Archers (m002mbyj)

It’s 5.00am and Kate wakes Tony with the news that Phoebe’s
in labour, but still in Blackpool. Kate insists on taking the car to
be with Phoebe, potentially leaving everyone else stranded at
the castle. Helen and Tony, accompanied by Leonie, then have
to go and rescue Finlay’s sheep, which have got out through
some loose fencing while Finlay’s still at the fire station. They
do the best they can in the dark to return the sheep to their
field, effecting an emergency repair job on the fencing. Kate
then demands the car keys, but Tony points out he’s the only
one insured to drive it. He'll take Kate to the nearest station
once they've got all the sheep safe, though. Leonie realises one
sheep is still missing and finds it halfway up a crag, before
steering it back to safety under Tony’s guidance. Leonie’s a bit
overwhelmed that she managed to rescue the sheep and save its
life, despite James always telling her how useless she is.

Alice and Jakob do their best to keep Phoebe calm when she
wants to drive up to Scotland to be with Brodie for the birth,
pointing out that she needs to go to hospital instead. When they
get there Phoebe insists they stay with her. After the birth
exhausted Phoebe cradles her baby daughter while Alice and
Jakob look on in wonder, before Kate bursts in, having travelled
all the way by taxi. Phoebe says they're calling the baby
Margaret, or Peggy for short, which Kate thinks is perfect.

THU 19:15 Front Row (m002mbyl)
Review Show: The Death of Bunny Munro; TV adaptation of
Nick Cave's novel

Louisa Buck and Robbie Collin join Tom Sutcliffe to review
the TV adaptation of Nick Cave’s novel The Death of Bunny
Munro with Matt Smith playing a chaotic door to door beauty
salesman

They've visited artist Bridget Riley’s Learning to See exhibition
at Turner Contemporary in Margate.

And they discuss Marion Cotillard in the fairytale, fantasy
drama The Ice Tower.

Plus, Tom talks to the winner of this year's BBC New Comedy
Award, Eli Hart. Celebrating its 30th anniversary, previous
winners include Alan Carr and Lucy Beaumont while past
runners-up include Peter Kay and Sarah Millican.

Presenter: Tom Sutcliffe
Producer: Claire Bartleet

THU 20:00 When It Hits the Fan (m002m9lw)
[Repeat of broadcast at 16:00 on Wednesday]

THU 20:15 The Media Show (m002m9ly)
[Repeat of broadcast at 16:15 on Wednesday]

THU 21:00 Loose Ends (m002m912)
[Repeat of broadcast at 18:15 on Saturday]

THU 21:45 Strong Message Here (m002mbxl)
[Repeat of broadcast at 09:45 today]

THU 22:00 The World Tonight (m002mbyn)
Covid Inquiry releases damning report into government
decision-making

The UK response to Covid was "too little, too late" and led to
thousands more deaths in the first wave, an inquiry into
government decision-making has found. The report said
lockdown may have been avoided if voluntary steps such as
social distancing and isolating those with symptoms along with
household members had been brought in earlier than 16 March
2020. A minister during the pandemic years tells us some of the
criticism is "unfair".

Also on the programme: as Spain marks 50 years since the
death of dictator Francisco Franco, a leading historian of the
country on why some young people are growing more
favourable towards him.

Broadcaster Terry Christian reflects on the passing of his
friend, The Stone Roses bassist Gary "Mani" Mounfield, who
has died aged 63.

And turning a tennis match into opera. Shaun Ley visits the set
of 'Balls', an musical rendition of the famous 1973 Battle of the
Sexes tennis match between Bobby Riggs and Billie Jean King.

THU 22:45 Virginia and Katherine by Alison MacLeod
(m002mbyq)
Episode Four

An original commission to mark the centenary of Mrs
Dalloway, this is a story about the friendship and rivalry
between Virginia Woolf and Katherine Mansfield, and includes
letters by both writers.

In 1917, needing material for their newly-established Hogarth
Press, Virginia and Leonard Woolf agree to publish a story
from an emerging talent from New Zealand: Katherine
Mansfield. Over the next six years - until Katherine’s death in
1923 - the two women enjoyed a complicated friendship which,
despite moments of bitchiness or silence, was also the meeting
of two original minds.

Episode 4

Katherine returns to London although she is still in poor health.
But the Hogarth Press publishes her story Prelude. And she is
still writing.

Alison MacLeod’s most recent novel, Tenderness, was a New
York Times ‘Best Book” of the year and a ‘Best Paperback’ of
the year for The Sunday Times. Her novel Unexploded was
nominated for the Man-Booker Prize and adapted for BBC
Radio 4. She is a Fellow of the Royal Literary Fund, Visiting
Professor at the University of Chichester, a Writers' Award
recipient of the British Library, and currently lectures on a part-
time basis at Anglia Ruskin University, where she contributes to
the Cambridge Writing Centre.
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Writer: Alison MacLeod
Reader: Greta Scacchi
Producer: Jeremy Osborne

With thanks to the Society of Authors on behalf of the Estates
of Virginia Woolf and Katherine Mansfield

A Sweet Talk production for BBC Radio 4

THU 23:00 Radical with Amol Rajan (m002mbys)
Beyond Ultra-Processed Foods: Can Farmers Fix Our Health
and the Planet? (James Rebanks)

Is it possible to produce enough healthy food to feed the nation
whilst also restoring nature? The farmer and best-selling author
James Rebanks thinks it is but says there needs to be a radical
change to government policy and our entire food system.

He explains why he thinks farming subsidies are flawed, the
unintended consequences of cheap food, and the delicate
balance between food security and environmental stewardship.
And from the hills of Cumbria to a remote island in Norway, he
also reflects on the lessons he learnt about masculinity whilst
writing his latest book, ‘The Place of Tides’.

A government spokesperson said: “Farmers are stewards for our
nation's land and for our food security. Farming also plays a

central role in our mission to kickstart economic growth.

“We understand that when farmers run profitable businesses,
it’s good for the whole economy.

“That is why we are backing them through new technology,
streamlined regulation and our nature-friendly farming schemes

are helping farmers produce food for the nation.”

This podcast has been updated since the original broadcast to
remove some inaccuracies around pig farm numbers.

(00:05:34) James explains his rise to farming fame
(00:08:49) Why British farming is in crisis
(00:16:42) Food production vs nature recovery
(00:24:35) Our cheap food system

(00:32:27) Supermarkets and food security

(00:36:29) Restoring the balance between supermarkets and
farmers

(00:39:00) How can consumers help British farmers?
(00:42:15) What do we do to build a better system?
(00:46:00) Farming and politics

(00:49:30) What it's like to be a British farmer and James’
family history

(00:52:43) From the farm to Oxford University

(00:57:37) How a visit to a remote island in Norway led to ‘The
Place of Tides

(01:05:17) Amol’s reflections
GET IN TOUCH

* WhatsApp: 0330 123 9480
* Email: radical@bbc.co.uk

Episodes of Radical with Amol Rajan are released every
Thursday and you can also watch them on BBC iPlayer: https://
www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m002f 1d0/radical-with-amol-
rajan

Amol Rajan is a presenter of the Today programme on BBC
Radio 4. He is also the host of University Challenge on BBC
One. Before that, Amol was media editor at the BBC and editor
at The Independent.

Radical with Amol Rajan is a Today Podcast. It was made by
Lewis Vickers with Anna Budd. Digital production was by
Gabriel Purcell-Davis. Technical production was by Dave
O’Neill. The editor is Sam Bonham. The executive producer is
Owenna Griffiths.

THU 23:30 Today in Parliament (m002mbyv)
Sean Curran reports as MPs question the government about a
Russian spy ship that entered UK waters.

FRIDAY 21 NOVEMBER 2025

FRI 00:00 Midnight News (m002mbyx)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

FRI 00:30 The Punch (m0001261)
[Repeat of broadcast at 11:45 on Thursday]

FRI 00:48 Shipping Forecast (m002mbyz)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

FRI 01:00 Selection of BBC World Service Programmes
(m002mbz1)

BBC Radio 4 presents a selection of news and current affairs,
arts and science programmes from the BBC World Service.

FRI 05:00 News Summary (m002mbz3)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

FRI 05:04 Yesterday in Parliament (m002mbz5)

David Cornock reports from Westminster as a Defence
Minister pledges to protect the UK's waters after another
Russian ship was intercepted by the Royal Navy and RAF.

FRI 05:34 Shipping Forecast (m002mbz7)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

FRI 05:43 Prayer for the Day (m002mbz9)
Happy Friday

A spiritual comment and prayer to start the day with Swarzy
Shire

Happy Friday! We’ve made it to the weekend - and for me,
Friday always feels like the finish line after a long week.

As a foodie, I love reading about Jesus, especially the moments
when He shares a meal with others. God invites us to the table
to “taste and see that He is good,” and while we’ve done a lot of
tasting this week, today I want to focus us on seeing.

I was never the sporty type, but in Year 8 I somehow won the
400m race at my school’s sports day. All T could think was: get
to the finish line. I blocked out the noise, my tired legs, and
fixed my eyes on that black-and-white banner. When I think
about faith, it’s no wonder the Bible encourages us with the
same image: “Let us run with perseverance the race marked out
for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our
faith.”

‘We’re not running alone - and guess who's in our crowd
cheering us on? Alongside the greats like Abraham, Moses, and
the disciples, I like to imagine the woman at the well is right
there, and the Samaritans who believed because of her story; the
waiters from the wedding at Cana who saw Jesus turn water into
wine; maybe even some of the 5,000 who saw bread and fish
multiply beyond any bakery’s output!

All who have tasted, seen, and believed are in that crowd - and
now we join them, cheering one another on to keep our eyes
fixed on the finish line. My finish line is Jesus. May He satisfy
us more than anything else as we taste, see, and believe His
goodness, mercy, and grace. Amen.

FRI 05:45 Farming Today (m002mbzc)
21/11/25 Defra secretary at CLA conference, farm business
income, COP and agriculture, prison farm.

Details on the relaunch of England's biggest agri-environment
scheme will come in the first half of next year - so says the
Secretary of State for the Environment, Emma Reynolds, who
was speaking at the Country Land and Business Association's
annual conference. The sustainable farming incentive or SFI,
pays farmers for things like planting hedges and improving
soils. It was suddenly closed to new applicants in March as it
had run out of money. Details on what happens next were
supposed to be announced in the summer. Some farmers say
they've lost confidence in the system but Emma Reynolds told
the conference that it is complicated and they want to get it
right

England's farm business income figures for the last financial
year have been released. All types of farms, with the exception
of horticulture and pig farming, saw a year on year increase,
though in 2023/4 farm incomes dropped considerably.
Government payments to farmers in agri-environment schemes
now make up an average of 30% of farm income, and many
farms continue to lose money on the farming sides of their
business.

All week we've been talking about farming around the world
because of the climate talks - COP 30 - in Brazil. They
dedicated two days to agriculture, which is seen as offering both

problems and solutions as we try to mitigate the changing
climate. So what's been decided?

The inmates who look after pigs at a prison farm in Kent.

Presenter = Charlotte Smith
Producer = Rebecca Rooney

FRI 06:00 Today (m002mc4m)
News and current affairs, including Sports Desk, Weather and
Thought for the Day.

FRI09:00 Desert Island Discs (m002m96c)
[Repeat of broadcast at 10:00 on Sunday]

FRI10:00 Woman's Hour (m002mc4p)
Covid Inquiry, Poet Andrea Gibson remembered, Supporting
survivors of violence

The Covid Inquiry led by Baroness Hallett has concluded that
the UK did too little too late in response to Covid-19, that the
lockdown could have been avoided if steps such as social
distancing and isolating had been introduced earlier. Joining
Anita Rani to give their response to the findings and tell their
stories of that time, are musical theatre actor Ruthie Henshall,
whose mother died in a care home during Covid and Naomi
Fulop, from Covid-19 Bereaved Families for Justice UK, who
also lost her mother during this time.

Another chance to hear a shortened version of an interview
Anita recorded last month with Melinda French Gates, the most
well known and powerful woman in philanthropy. In 2000,
Melinda co-founded the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation,
which has - to date - donated over one hundred billion dollars to
charitable projects. She and Bill Gates married in 1994 and
divorced in 2021, after 27 years of marriage. Melinda has since
left their joint enterprise and set up her own, Pivotal Ventures,
which has one purpose: to put power into the hands of women.

In a new report 'Care, courage, change,' the World Health
Organisation has conducted analysis of the various health and
support policies for survivors of violence in the 53 countries of
the WHO European Region. The report reveals that almost one
in three women and girls aged 15-years and older, will
experience physical or sexual violence in their lifetime - but
countries' health sectors are failing nearly one in three
survivors. Anita Rani talks to Melanie Hyde, WHO Europe’s
Gender, Equality and Human Rights Technical Officer, author
of the report.

Poetry, love and an incurable cancer diagnosis are the themes of
anew film looking at the relationship between the acclaimed
spoken word poet and activist Andrea Gibson and their wife,
writer Megan Falley. Megan joins Anita along with the
documentary's producer Jessica Hargrave to talk about the film
and her late wife.

Presenter: Anita Rani
Producer: Rebecca Myatt

FRI11:00 The Food Programme (m002mc4r)
And the Winner Is... The BBC Food And Farming Awards 2025

The judges have reached their verdicts so who has won the
coveted Food Programme chopping boards in 2025's BBC Food
and Farming Awards? Sheila Dillon and chair of the judges
Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall meet some of the best food and
drink producers in the country at this week's ceremony in
Bristol.

Produced by Robin Markwell of BBC Audio in Bristol.

FRI 11:45 The Punch (m00012r4)
New Beginnings

Aged 19, Jacob Dunne threw a single punch in a drunken brawl
outside a pub in Nottingham. His victim, James Hodgkinson,
died in hospital nine days later and Jacob was convicted of
manslaughter.

Now 27, Jacob has a young family and has just completed a
degree, but it was only after taking part in restorative justice
that he began to turn his life around. Meeting face-to-face with
James' parents had a profound impact on both Jacob and the
Hodgkinsons, and the resulting relationship has changed Jacob’s
life in unexpected ways.

‘With his heart set on a career helping others, Jacob wants to
understand his own transformation from angry teenager to a
responsible father and respected member of the community. He
has travelled the country giving speeches and workshops to
students, prisoners, prison officers, hospital staff, educators and
young offenders. In February, he gave the keynote speech at a
graduation ceremony for trainee prison officers.

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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In this five part series, he retraces the key moments in his life
since he threw the punch. It isn’t a straightforward story of
rehabilitation but a complicated, often painful journey.
Recording himself at home during lockdown, Jacob makes
contact with his former parole officer, a prison officer,
mentors, and others who have benefited from similar face-to-
face confrontations.

In this final episode, Jacob thinks about his future and the
career paths which might be open to him. He speaks to his
former parole officer Wendy Flewitt, Inspector Andy
Bridgewater (Head of the West Midland's Police Football Unit),
and asks Joan and David the hardest question of all.

Produced by Kim Normanton and Victoria Ferran
A Just Radio production for BBC Radio 4

FRI12:00 News Summary (m002mc4t)
The latest national and international news from BBC Radio 4.

FRI 12:04 Rare Earth (m002mc4w)
Fashioning the Future

Whether you love to express yourself through fashion, or find
getting dressed a chore, clothing isn’t optional - and every
choice has an impact. So how do our fashion choices affect the
environment? Who's paying the price? And - most importantly -
how can we do things differently? Can individuals and business
rethink how we see clothes to prioritise the planet?

Tom Heap and Helen Czerski get beneath the surface on this
huge subject with Patrick Grant, presenter of The Great British
Sewing Bee, hugely influential professor and author Kate
Fletcher, and Simon Platts, a sustainability consultant with
decades of industry experience.

After you listen to this you might never see your clothes the
same way again.

Featuring:

Patrick Grant - Presenter and entrepreneur

Kate Fletcher - Professor of Sustainability, Design and Fashion
Systems in the Manchester School of Art at Manchester
Metropolitan University

Simon Platts — Sustainability consultant

Skye Pennant
Julian Ellis-Brown & Finlay Duncan

Presented by Tom Heap & Helen Czerski
Produced by Beth Sagar-Fenton & Toby Field
Mixed by Ilse Lademann

Editor: Alasdair Cross

FRI 12:57 Weather (m002mc4y)
The latest weather forecast

FRI13:00 World at One (m002mc50)
News, analysis and comment from BBC Radio 4

FRI13:45 A Carnival of Animals (m002mc52)
Part 5: The Eel, The Ostrich, The Capybara, The Human

Part 5 of this omnibus edition of A Carnival of Animals
features the eel, a creature with a mysterious life cycle and a
dramatic decline; The ostrich, the world’s largest bird, built for
speed and power yet vulnerable to human impact; The
capybara, the world’s biggest rodent, thriving in some places
and threatened in others; and finally, the series closes with the
human - how our role in the planet’s crisis and the choices that
could shape its future.

Written and presented by Katherine Rundell
Produced for BBC Audio in Bristol by Natalie Donovan and
Sophie Anton.

FRI 14:00 The Archers (m002mbyj)
[Repeat of broadcast at 19:00 on Thursday]

FRI 14:15 Limelight (m002mc54)
Murder on Mars

Episode 2

Mars, 2048. The first settlers, a mix of international workers
and the super-rich. And the first unexplained death.

When a body turns up in the corridor between a scrappy
warehouse and a half-built luxury hotel, no-nonsense
Harbourmaster Rita Siddiqui finds herself in charge. With
Earth temporarily out of contact and no official law
enforcement on Mars, she ropes in Vice Captain Jaz Hickson, a

wide-eyed young pilot who’s only just landed.

But murder's not their only problem. Atmospheric tests have
triggered a dangerous storm. Paranoia grows as the power fails.
Lights, gravity, oxygen: everything is at risk.

Rita and Jaz must navigate a growing list of suspects, a
dwindling supply of patience, and a killer who’s not finished
yet.

Because even 140 million miles from Earth, people still have
secrets. And someone’s willing to kill to keep them.

Jaz unearths the victim's secrets and learns his name. But the
murderer has unfinished business.

Written by Tim Foley

CAST

RITA SIDDIQUI ..... NISHA NAYAR
JAZ HICKSON ..... LUKE NEWBERRY
KAYA ... SASHA MCABE

DAN ..... JOANA BORJA

POWELL ..... JASON BARNETT
WARD ..... STEFFAN RHODRI

NILS ..... DAVID MENKIN

MAX ..... SIDHANT ANAND

Sound: Sharon Hughes, Keith Graham and Neva Missirian
Production Co-ordinator: Luke MacGregor

Director: Anne Isger

Casting Manager: Alex Curran

A BBC Studios Production for BBC Radio 4

FRI 14:45 In the Loop (m001p205)
4. Rollercoaster

...a circle has no beginning and no end. It represents rebirth and
regeneration, continuity and infinity. From wedding rings to

stone circles, in poetry, music and the trajectories of the planets
themselves, circles and loops are embedded in our imaginations.

In this five-part series poet Paul Farley goes walking in circles
in five very different ‘loopy’ locations. He visits a stone circle, a
roundabout and a particle accelerator to ask why human beings
find rings and circles so symbolic, significant and satisfying.

The earliest civilisations were drawn to the idea of closing a
circle and creating a loop; in human relationships we’d all rather
be within the circle of trust; and in arts and music our eyes, ears
and minds are inexorably drawn towards loops and repetitions.

Paul has circular conversations with mathematicians and
physicists, composers and poets, each one propelling him into a
new loop of enquiry. And that’s because a circle has no
beginning and no end. ..

This week Paul is in the loop at the Grand National rollercoaster
which has been drawing thrill-seekers to Blackpool Pleasure
Beach for nearly 90 years. He talks to Andy Hine from the
Rollercoaster Club of Great Britain to explore this addiction to
‘airtime’. Paul also discovers that the Grand National isn’t just
an entertainment. It’s also a mathematical phenomenon: a
Mabius Loop. Another rollercoaster fan is composer Anna
Meredith. Paul meets her to reflect on the importance of loops
and repetition in her music.

FRI 15:00 Gardeners' Question Time (m002mc56)
Chirk: Pickled Onions, Tall Perennials and Picky Pests

Why are my herbaceous perennials growing so tall? What is the
best type of onions to grow for pickling? Why do pests prefer
my burgundy blooms over the rest?

Kathy Clugston and an esteemed panel of gardening experts are
in Wrexham to answer the questions of a green fingered
audience.

Joining Kathy on the panel are garden designers, botanists and
alotmenteers Marcus Chilton-Jones, Bethan Collerton and
James Wong.

Bethan Collerton visits Wales in Bloom winners Nichola Ellis
and Craig Youens for some insight on how they’ve achieved

such an accolade on behalf of Wrexham.

Senior Producer: Dan Cocker
Junior Producer: Rahnee Prescod

A Somethin' Else production for BBC Radio 4

FRI 15:45 Short Works (m002mc58)
Red Sky in the Morning

In Chris McQueer’s new short story, the creators of ‘The
Computer’ are saying climate change has been reversed - but
there’s a catch... As the familiar slips away, a daughter and her
father grapple with memories, silence, and something
unspoken. A quiet, unsettling tale of transformation—where
grief lingers, and nothing is quite as it was.

Written by Chris McQueer
Read by Anna Russell-Martin
Produced by Ellie Marsh

Chris McQueer is an award-winning short story writer, he has
published two collections, Hings for which he won the Saboteur
Award in 2018 and HWFG, both published by 404 Ink. His
debut novel, Hermit, is out now.

FRI16:00 Last Word (m002mc5b)
Baroness Newlove, Zoe Wicomb, Sir Geoffrey Bindman KC,
Professor Roland Paxton

Matthew Bannister on:

Baroness Newlove, who turned a tragic event in her own life
into a powerful campaign for victims’ rights.

Zoe Wicomb, the South Africa-born author whose novels are
set against the backdrop of the apartheid regime.

Sir Geoffrey Bindman, the lawyer who helped to shape equality
legislation, represented Labour politicians and fought many
human rights cases.

Roland Paxton, the civil engineer who campaigned to preserve
the Forth Bridge and other fine examples of historic
engineering.

Producer: Gareth Nelson-Davies
Assistant Producer: Catherine Powell
Researcher: Jesse Edwards

Editor: Colin Paterson

Archive used:

Helen Newlove, Desert Island Discs, BBC Radio 4, 22/07/2018;
Helen Newlove, Baroness Newlove speech , House of Lords,
15/07/2010; Art Work by Zoe Wicomb, Reader, Janice Acquah
, Commonwealth Stories, BBC Radio 3, 11/03/2014; Zoe
‘Wicomb, The Book Café, BBC Radio Scotland, 14/03/2011;
Zoe Wicomb, My Life in Five Books, Series 2 BBC Radio 4
Extra, 21/03/2015; Sir Geoffrey Bindman QC - Legal Seminar
Preserving the Rule of Law, Uploaded to YouTube 20/05/2013;
Sir Geoffrey Bindman interview, Phil Williams: Race Relations
special, BBC Radio 5 Live, 07/12/2015; Hardtalk: Geoffrey
Bindman, BBC News, 01/06/2000; Law Lords Ruling on
Pinochet ruling, BBC News, 25/11/1998; Britain’s Lost Routes,
Highland Cattle Droves, BBC One, 14/06/2012; Roland Paxton
interview, Good Morning Scotland, BBC Radio Scotland,
01/02/2011; Union Chain Bridge news item, Reporting
Scotland, BBC Scotland, 17/04/2023.

FRI16:30 Life Changing (m002m911)
[Repeat of broadcast at 09:00 on Wednesday]

FRI17:00 PM (m002mc5d)
Ukraines choice: loss of dignity or loss of US support

President Zelensky says Ukraine faces 'one of the most difficult
moments' in its history. Donald Trump has given the country
until Thursday to accept a peace deal. We'll explore the options
left on the table. Also on the programme, schools across Stoke-
on-Trent are left with unfinished repairs as the company paid to
fix them goes bust. We'll hear from head teachers and discuss
the power of puppets on the stage.

FRI 18:00 Six O'Clock News (m002mc5g)
Former Welsh Reform leader jailed for pro-Russia bribery

The former leader of Reform UK in Wales, Nathan Gill, has
been jailed for 10 and a half years for taking bribes to make pro-
Russian statements. Also: President Zelensky says Ukraine is
facing one of the most difficult moments in its history and risks
losing the US as a key ally over Washington's plan for peace
with Russia. And the words “fossil fuels” have been removed
from the latest draft agreement at the COP30 climate
conference in Brazil.

FRI 18:30 The Naked Week (m002mc5j)
Series 3

Immigration, Espionage, and a game of Guess Who? - Epstein
Edition

Immigration, espionage, and a game of Guess Who? - Epstein
Edition.

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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From host Andrew Hunter Murray and The Skewer's Jon
Holmes comes Radio 4’s newest Friday night comedy The
Naked Week, with a blend of the silly and serious. From
satirical stunts to studio set pieces via guest correspondents and
investigative journalism, it's a bold, audacious take not only on
the week’s news, but also the way it’s packaged and presented.

Host: Andrew Hunter Murray
Guests: Larry Budd, Alan Dedicoat

Investigations Team: Cat Neilan, Cormac Kehoe, Freya Shaw

Written by:
Jon Holmes
Katie Sayer
Gareth Ceredig
Jason Hazeley
James Kettle

Additional Material:

Karl Minns

Sophie Dickson

Helen Brooks

Kevin Smith

Darren Phillips

Joe Topping

Cooper Mawhinny Sweryt
David Riffkin

Live Sound: Jerry Peal

Post Production: Tony Churnside
Clip Assistant: David Riffkin
Production Assistant: Molly Punshon

Assistant Producer: Katie Sayer
Producer and Director: Jon Holmes

Executive Producer: Phil Abrams.

An unusual production for BBC Radio 4

FRI 19:00 The Archers (m002mc5l)

While driving back Lilian tells Tony how miffed she is that
Justin had a better time than her this week. She slept through
the only exciting things to happen! Though she did spot a
frisson between Helen and Finlay, which Tony missed. Tony
reckons transformed Leonie might leave James and Lilian
promises to think about challenging him on his behaviour.

Kate and Phoebe are doting on baby Peggy before Lilian and
Tony arrive. Justin has left them a voucher for afternoon tea at
Blackpool Tower Ballroom. Lilian thinks it’s the perfect treat,
following in Jack and Peggy’s footsteps from years ago. Brian’s
apparently thrilled to share his birthday with the new arrival and
Kate promises to behave while staying with Phoebe and Brodie
for the next two weeks.

Henry is happy to see Helen, who flew back to Birmingham.
Henry still thinks there’s something going on between Tom and
Kirsty though. He threatens to tell Natasha, before Helen details
the pain that Tom and Kirsty still feel over Wren and Henry
agrees to try and give Tom a break.

After tea at the Ballroom Lilian challenges Tony over his
suggestion that Peggy favoured her and Jenny. Lilian reckons
she just held him to higher standards — not wanting him to end
up like their dad, Tony reckons. Tony’s proud he made his own
life, despite not feeling the love. Lilian then promises she’ll
speak to James, before persuading Tony to join her in a waltz.
They extol the virtues of family life, agreeing that there’s
nothing more important.

FRI19:15 Add to Playlist (m002mc5n)
Amy Harman and Peter Long cue the bass

Bassoonist Amy Harman and bandleader, jazz man and multi-
instrumentalist Peter Long join Anna Phoebe and Jeffrey
Boakye to add five more tracks, a journey which starts with a
virtual cartoon band and ends up in Colombia, stopping off at
Gotham City, Knebworth and the New York jazz scene in 1946.

Producer: Jerome Weatherald
Presented with musical direction by Jeffrey Boakye and Anna
Phoebe

The five tracks in this week's playlist:

Feel Good Inc by Gorillaz

Main Title Theme from Batman by Danny Elfman
Another One Bites the Dust (live) by Queen

One Bass Hit by Dizzy Gillespie

Posee un Corazén by Leonor Dely

Other music in this episode

Steppin' Out by Joe Jackson
Animal Crackers by Melanie

The Laughing Policeman by Charles Penrose

Sunny Afternoon by The Kinks

Main Title Theme from Superman by John Williams
Main Title Theme from Beetlejuice by Danny Elfman
Journey to the Centre of the Earth by Bernard Herrmann
Main Title Theme from The Simpsons by Danny Elfman
Another One Bites the Dust by Queen

FRI 20:00 Any Questions? (m002mc5q)
Hilary Benn MP, Declan Kearney MLA, Peter Martin MLA,
Allison Morris

Alex Forsyth presents political debate from Belfast
Metropolitan College with the secretary of state for Northern
Ireland, Hilary Benn MP; Sinn Féin national chair, Declan
Kearney MLA; the Democratic Unionist Party MLA, Peter
Martin; and Belfast Telegraph columnist Allison Morris.

Producer: Paul Martin
Lead broadcast engineer: Davy Neill

FRI 20:55 This Week in History (m002mc5s)
17th to 23rd November

Fascinating, surprising and eye-opening stories from the past,
brought to life.

This week: the 17th to the 23rd of November

17th November 1558 - The Death of Queen Mary the First
22nd November 1963 - John F. Kennedy is assassinated
23rd November 1963 - Doctor Who debuts on BBC Television

Presented by Ron Brown and Viji Alles
Produced by Amanda Litherland and Sofie Vilcins

FRI 21:00 Free Thinking (m002mc5v)
Rocks

Rocks have shaped the fates of civilizations and the study of
geology has transformed our intellectual landscape. In the 19th
century developments in earth sciences led to the scientific
rejection of Biblical timescales in favour of the far greater
spans of geological time, which opened the way for Darwin's
development of the theory of evolution by natural selection.
More recently, historians have been keen to incorporate factors
like access to natural resources and major events like
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions into their accounts of the
past and analyses of the present. Matthew Sweet asks how
disciplines in the humanities, like history and political theory,
might be transformed by incorporating insights and data from
the earth sciences, and also how the earth sciences might be
transformed if they become more historically and culturally
aware. With historians Peter Frankopan and Rosemary Hill,
geologist Anjana Khatwa, philosopher Graham Harman, and
poet Sarah Jackson.

Producer: Luke Mulhall

FRI22:00 The World Tonight (m002mc5x)
Putin backs US plan for ending Ukraine war

Vladimir Putin says the White House plan can “form the basis
of a final peace settlement”. President Trump believes Thursday
is an appropriate deadline for Kyiv to accept the proposals. But
Democratic Congressman Mike Quigley tells us “if this is what
the President is really proposing, I'm honestly embarrassed for
my country".

Also on the programme: the family of a missing Colombian
man seek answers after the US strikes a boat alleged to have
been involved in drug-trafficking.

And proposed regulations governing wood from an endangered
tree could spell trouble for musicians who use bows made from
brazilwood, also known as pernambuco.

FRI 22:45 Virginia and Katherine by Alison MacLeod
(m002mc5z)
Episode Five

An original commission to mark the centenary of Mrs
Dalloway, this is a story about the friendship and rivalry
between Virginia Woolf and Katherine Mansfield, and includes
letters by both writers.

In 1917, needing material for their newly-established Hogarth
Press, Virginia and Leonard Woolf agree to publish a story
from an emerging talent from New Zealand: Katherine
Mansfield. Over the next six years - until Katherine’s death in
1923 - the two women enjoyed a complicated friendship which,
despite moments of bitchiness or silence, was also the meeting
of two original minds.

Episode 5

‘While Virginia struggles with her novel, Katherine has
continued to write and publish to increasing acclaim. Then
Virginia hears some devastating news.

Alison MacLeod’s most recent novel, Tenderness, was a New
York Times ‘Best Book” of the year and a ‘Best Paperback’ of
the year for The Sunday Times. Her novel Unexploded was
nominated for the Man-Booker Prize and adapted for BBC
Radio 4. She is a Fellow of the Royal Literary Fund, Visiting
Professor at the University of Chichester, a Writers' Award
recipient of the British Library, and currently lectures on a part-
time basis at Anglia Ruskin University, where she contributes to
the Cambridge Writing Centre.

Writer: Alison MacLeod
Reader: Greta Scacchi
Producer: Jeremy Osborne

With thanks to the Society of Authors on behalf of the Estates
of Virginia Woolf and Katherine Mansfield

A Sweet Talk production for BBC Radio 4

FRI 23:00 Americast (w3ct8byr)
Marjorie Taylor Greene v Donald Trump

The Georgia Republican congresswoman Marjorie Taylor
Greene is being celebrated by Democrats for being one of the
few Republicans to stand up to Donald Trump in recent weeks.
From the Epstein Files to the cost of living, Greene has been
vocal in her criticism of the current administration. It’s notable
because MTG has been one of Trump’s most loyal allies and a
powerful leader of the MAGA movement, and also because her
interventions have been influential.

Sarah, Anthony and Marianna look back at Marjorie Taylor
Greene’s rise and why she has been such an influential figure
within Donald Trump’s MAGA base.

And, Anthony’s in Tennessee for a special election where a
House seat is being contested. We assess the Democratic party’s
chances of winning this traditional Republican seat.

FRI 23:30 Today in Parliament (m002mc62)
News, views and features on today's stories in Parliament

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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