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SATURDAY 01 NOVEMBER 2025

SAT 00:00 Midnight News (m002lfk9)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

SAT 00:30 Every Last Fish by Rose George (m002lfhj)
5. Farming Salmon

The journalist Rose George visits a salmon farm in Norway,
encounters 'cleaner' fish, and ponders the future of aquaculture
more generally as the world's appetite for fish dinners remains.
Dorothy Atkinson reads.

Rose George reminds us that Samuel Coleridge thought of fish
as nothing more than ‘slimy things’ in the water. In her new
book she observes that today, we see fish mostly as food, and
she invites us to reconsider, to think beyond our dinner plates
and to go out and wonder at this glorious species and the oceans
they inhabit. As our appetites for fish grow and the health
benefits of these watery dwellers are widely disseminated,
George asks where our lunches, pet food, supplements and
garden fertilizers in the shape of fishmeal are going to come
through. As fish stocks continue to diminish and artisanal
fishing practices are dwindling George asks hard questions.
We'll hear about the impact of over fishing; the plight of the
Senegalese fishing industry; the question of fish farms, and also
a celebration of fishwives, along with stories of the heroic
fisherman who saved lives during the world wars and continue
do so on our most perilous seas.

Dorothy Atkinson is the reader. She is acclaimed for her work
in theatre, film and television. She has appeared in several films
by Mike Leigh most notably Mr Turner. She is well known for
playing Pauline in the sitcom Mum. Recent work includes
Ludwig, Joan, Saltburn, Without Sin, Pennyworth, Harlots and
Call the Midwife.

Rose George is the author of A Life Removed: Hunting for
Refuge in the Modern World (long-listed for the Ulysses
Reportage Prize), The Big Necessity: Adventures in the World
of Human Waste (Portobello, 2008; shortlisted for the BMA
Book Prize) and Deep Sea and Foreign Going: Inside Shipping,
the Invisible Industry that Brings You 90% of Everything
(Portobello, 2013; winner of a Mountbatten Maritime Award),
and Nine Pints: A Journey Through the Mysterious, Miraculous
World of Blood (Portobello, 2018).

Rose writes frequently for the Guardian, New Statesman and
many other publications, and her two TED talks, on sanitation
and seafaring, have had 3 million views.

Abridger: Katrin Williams
Producer: Elizabeth Allard

SAT 00:48 Shipping Forecast (m002lfkc)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

SAT 01:00 Selection of BBC World Service Programmes
(m002lfkf)
BBC Radio 4 presents a selection of news and current affairs,
arts and science programmes from the BBC World Service.

SAT 05:30 News Summary (m002lfkh)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

SAT 05:34 Shipping Forecast (m002lfkk)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

SAT 05:43 Prayer for the Day (m002lfkm)
Doctor or Deadbeat?

A spiritual comment and prayer to start the day with Daniel
Sibthorpe

Good Morning.

I'm currently between jobs or should I more accurately say,
unemployed.

So when someone asks that classic question "What do you do?"
I'm faced with a dilemma.

Do I refer back to my previous employment creating an easy
passage to more questions? Maybe I see this as an opportunity
to try out my elevator pitch. Listing my skills and talents? I
could throw in something more existential like, “I do nothing".
Leaving the questioner struggling.

I wonder if this question is just a device to help people place us
into their pecking order of value. Is worth measured largely by
what we do rather than who we really are? If I make it into the
top half of their list they might well stay and talk, if I don’t
make the grade they move onto someone seemingly more

deserving of their time.
Is it just me, or do we all do this to a certain extent?

When Jesus met people he seemed to look past status or social
standing and speak to the intrinsic worth of the individual.
Whether a corrupt tax collector, a socially excluded women or a
member of the religious elite. Each one had their world view
and lives turned upside down after a short encounter with Jesus.

For those curious to know my previous work was as a church
leader for 16 years.

So today, I pray that you may be able to see your real value and
worth, not in what you may be able to do or not do, but as a
unique individual designed in God's image and likeness.

Amen

SAT 05:45 In the Loop (m001nghz)
1. Stone Circle

…a circle has no beginning and no end. It represents rebirth and
regeneration, continuity and infinity. From wedding rings to
stone circles, in poetry, music and the trajectories of the planets
themselves, circles and loops are embedded in our imaginations.

In this five-part series poet Paul Farley goes walking in circles
in five very different ‘loopy’ locations. He visits a traffic
roundabout, a rollercoaster and a particle accelerator to ask why
human beings find rings and circles so symbolic, significant and
satisfying.

The earliest civilisations were drawn to the idea of closing a
circle and creating a loop; in human relationships we’d all rather
be within the circle of trust; and in arts and music our eyes, ears
and minds are inexorably drawn towards – and rebel against -
the ‘strange loops’ of Bach, Gödel and Escher.

As he puts himself in the loop – sometimes at the centre and
sometimes on the circumference – Paul has circular
conversations with mathematicians and physicists, composers
and poets. Each one propels him into a new loop of enquiry.
And that’s because a circle has no beginning and no end…
.
The first episode brings Paul around to the 5000 year-old stone
circle at Castlerigg in Cumbria – a ring of stones within a ring
of hills. With archaeologists Gill Hey and Richard Bradley he
considers what circles represented to our Neolithic forebears
and how sites like Castlerigg informed their view of the
Universe. And, with Eugenia Cheng, he discovers what a circle
actually means to a mathematician .

Producer: Jeremy Grange

SAT 06:00 News and Papers (m002lq8d)
The news headlines, including a look at the newspapers.

SAT 06:07 Ramblings (m002lfdy)
Nick Wilson - the Disabled Adventurer

Clare joins Nick Wilson for a circuit around Pitsford Reservoir
in Northamptonshire. A former soldier, Nick now uses a
powerchair after a spinal injury and years of chronic pain made
walking impossible. He has experienced homelessness and
battled depression, yet has found the strength to launch his
‘Disabled Adventurer’ project.
Through this initiative, Nick creates social media videos about
the accessibility of natural spaces, leads wheelchair skills
workshops, and collaborates with national organisations to make
the outdoors more inclusive.

Nick and his support worker, Matthew, brought along a spare
powerchair for Clare. With their guidance, she navigated a
stretch of the reservoir’s wide, accessible paths. As Nick
explained, having access to outdoor spaces and continuing to
pursue his love of adventure - albeit in a different way - has
helped him rediscover a sense of enjoyment, achievement, and
purpose.

Map: OS Explorer 223 Northampton and Market Harborough
Map Ref: (car park) SP 752 694

Presenter: Clare Balding
Producer: Karen Gregor

A BBC Studios Production for Radio 4

SAT 06:30 Farming Today (m002lq8g)
The government's Drought Group has warned of ongoing
problems in the year ahead unless reservoirs and rivers get
enough rain in the next few months. The hot dry summer has
pushed many farmers to re-evaluate how they use water. We
speak to an expert who works with farmers and landowners to
plan and manage water use.
This week on Farming Today we've been looking at invasive

species - from the Asian hornet which is killing our native
honey bees, to Himalayan Balsam which spreads quickly and
can choke waterways. We hear from people and groups trying
innovative ways to control or eradicate non-native invasive flora
and fauna.
And the environment agency and police are criticised in a new
report from the House of Lords Climate Change Committee. It
says 38 million tonnes of illegal waste is dumped each year, yet
few successful convictions are achieved.
Presented by Charlotte Smith and produced by Sally Challoner.

SAT 06:57 Weather (m002lq8j)
The latest weather reports and forecast

SAT 07:00 Today (m002lq8l)
Today (Saturday)

SAT 09:00 Saturday Live (m002lq8n)
Ken Follett, The FA Cup, Piano Reinvention, and Miranda
Hart's Inheritance Tracks

Ken Follett has sold 200 million books around the world, in
more than 80 countries and into 30 different languages. He
made his breakthrough with spy thrillers before working his
way back through time, and now we find him telling the story
of the building of Stonehenge in his latest book, "Circle of
Days".

The Macabees musician Felix White wanted to be a footballer,
didn’t we all, until it became clear to him aged seven that he
wasn’t good enough... so he turned to Football Manager by post.
Football became his refuge when his mother became ill with
MS, and his part memoir, part football and social history book,
"Whatever Will Be Will Be" frames that life story of love and
loss around the successive rounds of last year's FA Cup.

Sarah Nicolls is a skilled pianist and innovator who has become
one of the few people to reinvent the piano, turning it quite
literally on its head to create the vertical piano, which is not
only being played using the keys but also the strings from within
and the wood surround.

Also, an orchestra of noise from a parade of classic cars lined
up on his front drive along Pall Mall.

Plus, the Inheritance Tracks of the comedian and author
Miranda Hart.

Presenter: Adrian Chiles
Producer: Ben Mitchell
Assistant Producer: Lowri Morgan
Researcher: Jesse Edwards
Editor: Glyn Tansley

SAT 10:00 Curious Cases (m002lpfc)
Series 24

Going Viral

Cold and flu season is well and truly upon us, and whilst most
of us are busy bemoaning the pesky viruses behind our sniffles
and chesty coughs – one of our listeners has other ideas.
Elizabeth wants to know whether we’re too hard on these oft-
maligned microbes? We’ve all heard that some bacteria can be
good for us, but what about viruses? Could they have a softer
side too?
Hannah and Dara explore the virome, from prehistoric placental
proteins to ultra-precise disease fighting phages to find out if
Viruses truly are the villains of the microscopic world or
whether they just need a better PR team.

Contributors
Jonathan Ball - Professor of Molecular Virology at the
Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine.
Martha Clokie - Professor of Microbiology at the University of
Leicester.
Marylin Roosinck - Professor Emeritus of Microbiology at
Penn State University US.

Producer: Emily Bird
Executive Producer: Sasha Feachem
A BBC Studios Production

SAT 10:30 Legend (m002lpfh)
The Bruce Springsteen Story

4. The Promise

How did Bruce become The Boss, and what did it cost him to
get there? Laura Barton explores the extraordinary life story of
Bruce Springsteen, taking a front-row seat at five important gigs
to reveal the life behind the legend.

Bruce is living in Hollywood, L.A, making music without his

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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long-time bandmates. It's a time of Bruce being far away from
his roots - and from some of his most loyal fans. But a
homecoming concert in his school gym in Freehold, New Jersey
marks a turning point.

~~~

“I'm here tonight to provide proof of life to that ever elusive,
never completely believable, particularly these days, us. That's
my magic trick.”

In Legend: The Bruce Springsteen Story, we uncover the magic
trick to discover how a scrawny, long-haired introvert from
small-town New Jersey became the iconic, muscular, and oft-
misunderstood rock star of the 1980s, to the eloquent elder
statesmen he is now. What can his story tell us about America
today?

In each episode, Laura takes us to the front row of a live
performance that reveals a different side of The Boss, and hears
him across the decades in his own words from the archive.
We'll also hear from fellow worshippers in the Church of
Springsteen and disciples from the E Street Band, including
drummer Max Weinberg, tributes from those influenced by
Bruce, such as Bryce Dessner from The National, as well as
Freehold town historian Kevin Coyne, former Asbury Park
Press music critic Kelly Jane Cotter, and biographers such as
Eric Alterman, Steven Hyden and Warren Zanes.

The Bruce Springsteen Story comes from the production team
behind BBC Radio 4’s award-winning Joni Mitchell Story, and
the podcast Soul Music – “… the gold standard for music
podcasts…” (Esquire).

Producer: Eliza Lomas
Series Development: Mair Bosworth
Sound Design and Original Music: Hannis Brown
Production Coordinator: Stuart Laws
Research: Sarah Goodman
Series Editor: Emma Harding
Commissioning Editors: Daniel Clarke and Matthew Dodd

SAT 11:00 The Week in Westminster (m002lq8q)
Ben Riley-Smith, the political editor of the Daily Telegraph,
assesses the latest developments at Westminster.

Ben discusses the troubles at the Home Office with two former
Home Secretaries: Alan Johnson, who served under Gordon
Brown and Amber Rudd, who served during Theresa May's
premiership.

Following the row over the China spying allegations, Ben
discusses managing relations with China with Lord Sedwill, the
former Cabinet Secretary and former National Security Adviser
and Labour MP Matt Western who is the chair of the Joint
Committee on the National Security Strategy.

The 'Speaker's Conference' - which has been investigating
abuse and intimidation towards politicians - published its final
report this week. Ben discussed the findings of the report with
Sir Lindsay Hoyle, the Speaker of the House of Commons.

And, in the week that the Prime Minister discussed his musical
tastes on the Radio Three programme 'Private Passions', Ben
spoke to two musical politicians about the power of music:
Labour's Baroness Thangam Debbonaire, who was a
professional cellist and the LIberal Democrat MP Anne Sabine,
who plays the bassoon.

SAT 11:30 From Our Own Correspondent (m002lq8s)
Argentina's Milei wins big

Kate Adie introduces stories from Argentina, South Korea,
Japan, Ireland and the Occupied West Bank.

For decades, Argentina's cycle of boom and bust seemed
endless, but two years ago, a chainsaw-wielding, self-styled
'anarcho capitalist' called Javier Milei promised a way out of all
that. Since elected as president he’s shown some signs of being
able to shrink the state – but are voters happy? Ione Wells
watched on at the recent mid-term elections.

The meeting between China’s President, Xi Jinping and US
President, Donald Trump this week in South Korea was
analysed intently for any signs of a breakthrough on the two
countries trade stand-off. Our China correspondent Laura
Bicker followed the encounter.

Earlier on his East Asia tour Donald Trump met with Japan’s
first female prime minister, Sanae Takaichi. The president
lavished praise on Ms Takaichi whose politics many have
compared to Margaret Thatcher. Shaimaa Khalil examines what
Donald Trump called 'a beautiful friendship'.

Ireland has for a long time been known for its more stable,
centrist politics – avoiding the polarisation seen in the US and
parts of Europe. But last weekend’s presidential election

suggests that is now changing. Chris Page followed the election
from Dublin.

The annual olive harvest is a major cultural event for
Palestinians living in the occupied West Bank – but farmers
there have come under increased attack by Jewish settlers this
year. Tom Bennett travelled to the village of Turmus Ayya.

Producer: Serena Tarling
Production coordinator: Katie Morrison and Sophie Hill
Editor: Richard Fenton-Smith

SAT 12:00 News Summary (m002lq8v)
The latest national and international news from BBC Radio 4.

SAT 12:04 Money Box (m002lq8x)
Funeral insurance cancelled and not-so-simple assessment?

Thousands of people who've paid millions of pounds into an
insurance plan they thought would cover their funeral costs face
getting nothing in return. The insurer has told them their
policies are being cancelled. Some had paid into the plan
through their credit union for decades expecting a cash payment
to go to their families when they died. But the cover will now
come to an end as the insurer says a clause in the contract
allows it to pull the plug with 30 days’ notice and give its
customers - a number of whom are in their 80s - nothing.

Now you might think receiving one tax demand a year is more
than enough, but if you happen to be subjected to a so-called
'Simple Assessment' by HMRC you may well just have received
a second one. HMRC have confirmed that they have started
either issuing – or updating previously issued – Simple
Assessments to include savings interest from 2024-25. But
some tax advisors are concerned that people who paid their first
bill covering earnings - back in the summer - could easily get
confused and find themselves paying twice, once this new
demand arrives.

And - with speculation mounting as to what will be in the
Chancellor’s budget – now just four weeks away – listeners
have contacted us with their views about what may, or may not
happen to Cash ISAs. This follows speculation that Rachel
Reeves may reduce the cap on the amount you can save tax free
in a cash ISA from £20,000 to a much lower amount such as
£10,000, with the caveat that savers would be incentivised to
invest more into the stocks and shares of British companies.

Presenter: Paul Lewis
Reporters: Sarah Rogers, Jo Krasner
Researchers: Eimear Devlin, Catherine Lund
Editor: Craig Henderson
Snr News Editor: Sarah Wadeson

SAT 12:30 The Naked Week (m002lfjm)
Series 3

1. Royal lodges, asylum hotels and witches.

This week we provide recourse for a randy royal, organise an on-
air riot and, for Halloween, get confused over which witch is
which.

From host Andrew Hunter Murray and The Skewer's Jon
Holmes, Radio 4’s newest Friday night comedy The Naked
Week returns with a blend of the silly and serious. From
satirical stunts to studio set pieces via guest correspondents and
investigative journalism, it's a bold, audacious take not only on
the week’s news, but also the way it’s packaged and presented.

Host: Andrew Hunter Murray
Guests: Bella Hull, Lisa Webb

Investigations Team: Cat Neilan, Cormac Kehoe, Freya Shaw

Written by:
Jon Holmes
Katie Sayer
Gareth Ceredig
Jason Hazeley
James Kettle

Additional Material:
Karl Minns
Vivienne Hopley-Jones
Cooper Mawhinny Sweryt
Helen Brooks
Ali Panting
Kevin Smith
Joe Topping
Sophie Dickson

Live Sound: Jerry Peal
Post Production: Tony Churnside
Clip Assistant: David Riffkin
Production Assistant: Molly Punshon

Assistant Producer: Katie Sayer
Producer: Jon Holmes

Executive Producer: Phil Abrams.

An unusual production for BBC Radio 4

SAT 12:57 Weather (m002lq8z)
The latest weather forecast

SAT 13:00 News (m002lq91)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

SAT 13:10 Any Questions? (m002lfjv)
Kieran Mullan MP, James Murray MP, Al Pinkerton MP, Ella
Whelan

Alex Forsyth presents political debate from Oakwood Park
Grammar School in Maidstone, Kent, with the shadow justice
minister Kieran Mullan MP; the chief secretary to the Treasury,
James Murray MP; Liberal Democrat Europe spokesperson, Al
Pinkerton MP; and the writer and broadcast Ella Whelan, a
columnist at Spiked and the Telegraph.

Producer: Paul Martin
Lead broadcast engineer: Chris Hardman

SAT 14:05 Any Answers? (m002lq93)
Listeners respond to the issues raised in the preceding edition of
Any Questions?

Producer: Ed Prendeville
Assistant Producer: Catherine Powell
Researcher: Jesse Edwards
Editor: Glyn Tansley

SAT 14:45 The Archers (m002lfjq)
At Lower Loxley, Chelsea’s wrestling with the right formula for
her chocolate cauldron. Vince isn’t happy when people seem to
be cutting corners by finding nine hats instead of the requisite
ten. Chelsea asserts it’s not important – the point is to make
happy memories for the kids so the parents will come back
again. Vince persists with his argument, sending families back
for the last hat. Freddie lets them know one hat’s gone missing,
and agrees with Chelsea that it’s all just a bit of fun. He heads
off to sort out disgruntled children. Vince reckons all this
makes managing the abattoir seem like a walk in the park. It’s
been mayhem. He’s impressed with the smart way Chelsea’s
handled her side of it.

Esme’s been looking forward to the Lower Loxley Halloween
event; it’s a break from poring over her dad’s finances. They
linger in the nursery as Rosie falls prey to the missing witch hat
issue. As Pip and Esme chat Freddie informs them Rosie’s
donated her hat, so they’re back on track with the trail. Pip
points out it wasn’t Rosie’s to give away, but Esme’s delighted
for her hat to have such an important role in Lower Loxley’s
proceedings. However Freddie has a foot in mouth moment
when he gives away that Pip’s been complaining about a needy
woman at Meadow Farm. There’s embarrassment all round as
Esme reveals herself as the ‘needy woman’. Pip tries to explain,
but Esme concedes she needs to face reality. She can’t keep
Meadow Farm going like this forever.

SAT 15:00 Drama on 4 (m00127ch)
D for Dexter: Coming Home

Skye's been trying to get hold of her little brother Dex for ages
and all she gets is his voice on Ed's answerphone message. Her
mum Jak is ghosting her as well.

Two weeks is a long time when you're nine.

Skye's just turned eighteen and she's busy working twelve hour
shifts in her job as a carer, saving up so she and Dex can have
the best Christmas ever. Won't be hard. Bar's not set very high.
She's always been the one to look out for Dexter, all his life. So
where is he?

In the final chapter in this extraordinary story of ordinary life,
things are changing for the King family. They still live in
Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, but Skye has moved out and got
herself a job. Jak says she's not drinking but she's definitely up
to something. Ed's impossible to get hold of. And Dexter is
nowhere to be found.

A heart-breakingly brave, funny and beautiful story, the
concluding episode of a series that was originally part of
programming for the BBC Children in Need Appeal on Radio
4.

'D for Dexter' won Best Serial in the BBC Audio Drama
Awards in 2016 and was runner-up in 2020. Sydney Wade

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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received a Special Commendation for her performance as Skye
in 2019. The same core cast has grown up with the story which
has been recorded on location in Lincolnshire for the past eight
years.

Created by Amanda Whittington and written by Sarah Daniels

Skye...Sydney Wade
Jak...Una McNulty
Dexter...Alfie McCann-Johnson
Dick...Michael Begley
Alice...Jane Thornton
Lindy...Jasmine Hyde
Aiden Hardy...Will Kirk
Aaliyah (Ali)...Saroja-Lily Ratnavel
Ugne...Tracy Wiles

Guitar by Tom Constantine

Director...Mary Ward-Lowery

SAT 16:00 Woman's Hour (m002lq97)
Weekend Woman's Hour: Malala Yousafzai, Faulty breast
implants, Petula Clark

Thrust onto the public stage at 15 years old after the Taliban’s
brutal attack on her life, Malala Yousafzai became an
international icon for resilience and bravery. Described as a
reflection on a life of a woman finally taking charge of her
destiny, her memoir Finding My Way has just been published.
She joins Anita Rani in the Woman’s Hour studio.

There's a call to compensate women caught up in the scandal of
faulty breast implants manufactured by a French company. The
PIP scandal happened in 2012 when it emerged that the
implants were filled with industrial silicone instead of medical
grade silicone. The implants are far more likely to rupture than
others. MPs on the Women’s and Equalities Committee have
been hearing calls for compensation during their inquiry into
the health impacts of breast implants and other cosmetic
procedures. Jan Spivey from PIP Action Campaign and
Professor Carl Heneghan from The Centre for Evidence Based
Medicine join us to discuss this.

What if all your dreams come true and you still find yourself a
bit grumpy? That’s the brilliantly blunt question at the heart of
Laura Smyth's stand-up tour, Born Aggy. Laura’s journey into
comedy wasn’t exactly textbook. She left behind a career in
teaching, was diagnosed with Stage 3 breast cancer that same
year and - just two weeks after finishing treatment - was on
stage in Live at the Apollo. She joins Nuala McGovern in the
studio.

Choreographer and artist Amina Khayyam tells Anita about her
new dance-theatre work, Bibi Rukiya’s Reckless Daughter,
which opens soon in London after a national tour. It explores
how patriarchy is enforced not only by men, but across
generations of women, within family structures.

Singer, actor and performer, Petula Clark’s career has spanned
over eight decades. She sang to wartime troops in the 40s, was a
1950s child star, became a European musical icon before
conquering America with her No 1 hit Downtown. She starred
in Hollywood movies alongside Fred Astaire and performed on
stage in musicals including The Sound of Music, Sunset
Boulevard and most recently Mary Poppins. Her autobiography
- Is That You, Petula? is out now and she joins Nuala to look
back at her long career.

Presenter: Anita Rani
Producer: Simon Richardson

SAT 17:00 PM (m002lq99)
Full coverage of the day's news

SAT 17:30 Political Thinking with Nick Robinson
(m002lq9c)
Life after Labour: Zarah Sultana on Palestine, Farage and 'Your
Party'

How a trip to the West Bank in her teens set the Coventry MP
on a path into politics.

Zarah Sultana joins Nick in the studio a few weeks before the
launch of her new party with Jeremy Corbyn.

In the interview, they discuss her positions on NATO, the state
of Israel, seeking power, and why she likened her relationship
with Corbyn to the Gallagher brothers.

Producer: Daniel Kraemer
Research: Chloe Desave
Editor: Giles Edwards

SAT 17:54 Shipping Forecast (m002lq9f)

The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

SAT 17:57 Weather (m002lq9h)
The latest weather reports and forecast

SAT 18:00 Six O'Clock News (m002lq9k)
Pressure grows on Andrew to testify to US inquiry into Epstein

Pressure is growing on the former prince, Andrew, to agree to
face questions in the US about his links to Jeffrey Epstein.
Months of criticism over his close friendship with the late sex
offender has culminated in Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor
being stripped of his title. Andrew has always denied any
wrongdoing. But members of Congress in the US say if he
wants to clear his name, he should give evidence to their
inquiry.

SAT 18:15 Loose Ends (m002lpkv)
Danny Robins, Garth Marenghi, Rebecca Lucy Taylor, Donna
Thompson, The New Eves

It's a particulary spooky edition of Loose Ends as we're joined
by Danny Robins - host of Uncanny and writer of 2.22 a Ghost
Story and cult horror author Garth Marenghi. But which of
them is the real king of horror? Rebecca Lucy Taylor, AKA
Self Esteem brings us her literary debut, A Complicated
Woman and there's music from The New Eves with a song from
their debut album 'The New Eve is Rising' and Donna
Thompson performs 'Gardner Street'

Presenter: Clive Anderson
Producer: Jessica Treen

SAT 19:00 Profile (m002lq9m)
Andy Burnham

As Sir Keir Starmer’s leadership of the Labour party comes
under increasing pressure and criticism, we profile a man who
may well be waiting in the wings.

Andy Burnham, a Labour stalwart who started his political
career in the Blair and Brown era, seems determined to have his
say in the party’s future too. Last month, he caused a political
storm when he was widely interpreted as openly challenging Sir
Keir Starmer’s authority during the party conference,
confirming that MPs had contacted him about returning to
Westminster to run for the party leadership.

It’s not his first brush with the Labour leadership - he lost two
contests in the 2010s before leaving Westminster to win the
Greater Manchester mayoralty, a role which has further
increased his profile and earned him the nickname ‘King of the
North’, a nod to his popularity within the region.

Stephen Smith speaks to his friends, family and political peers
to find out what shaped one of the most influential figures in
today’s Labour party, and whether his criticism of the
government could propel him to the top job, or keep him from
it.

Presenter: Stephen Smith
Producers: Ben Crighton, Nathan Gower, Alex Loftus and
Mhairi MacKenzie
Editor: Justine Lang
Sound Editor: Gareth Jones and Duncan Hannant
Production Coordinator: Sabine Schereck and Maria Ogundele

Archive:
Perisher: Million Pound Captains (BBC)
Boys from the Blackstuff (BBC)

SAT 19:15 This Cultural Life (m002lfdc)
Rufus Wainwright

Rufus Wainwright is a singer-songwriter and composer
renowned for his distinctive voice and the theatricality of his
performances. Born into a family of folk musicians, his mother
was Kate McGarrigle and his father is the songwriter Loudon
Wainwright III. Since his debut in 1998, his 11 studio albums
have been characterised by their candid autobiographical
themes, with songs about addiction, sexuality and fraught
family dynamics. He has also worked as a classical composer,
with his operas Prima Donna and Hadrian, and a choral piece
called Dream Requiem. As a performer he has created musical
tributes to Judy Garland, Shakespeare’s Sonnets, the songs of
Kurt Weill, and most recently has staged symphonic versions of
his much-loved Want albums.

Rufus Wainwright tells John Wilson about his earliest musical
experiences, singing with his mother and aunties in Montreal,
Canada where he spent his early years. He chooses The Wizard
Of Oz as one of his formative creative influences and explains
why the film’s star, Judy Garland, became such an important
musical role model for him. Rufus reveals how hearing Verdi’s

Requiem at the age of 13 led to a lifelong love of opera and an
aspiration to write classical compositions. He also recalls the
impact that seeing La Dolce Vita, director Federico Fellini’s
masterpiece about wealth and decadence in 1960s Rome, had
on him as a teenager. 

Producer: Edwina Pitman

SAT 20:00 Archive on 4 (m002lq9p)
Out of This World: 25 Years of the ISS

Out of This World unveils compelling personal tales of bravery,
tragedy, ingenuity, political manoeuvring, and triumph,
revealing the remarkable story of one of humanity’s greatest
ever feats – the International Space Station.

Celebrating 25 unbroken years of humans living in space,
engineer and former international director at the UK Space
Agency, Alice Bunn charts the shifting geopolitics which led to
the East and West putting aside their differences and creating
the ultimate symbol of human ingenuity and collaboration – a
space station orbiting our planet at 17500 mph, which has been
home to over 300 people from 23 different nations.

Using mission audio, news archive and personal stories of those
intimately involved in the station’s creation, Alice explores acts
of epic survival, inventiveness, humour and selflessness that
made the station a reality. She investigates the blueprint for the
ISS – Apollo-Soyuz, a joint Soviet/US mission at the height of
the Cold War - and why a near fatal disaster on a Russian space
station spurred nations to commit to the ISS.

She reveals how a Moscow basement and Hollywood royalty
sparked bonding between Russians and Americans and the
bromance that fuelled the mission of the first crew to call the
ISS home. Alice also discovers how quick thinking and plastic
tape saved the station, allowing it to grow to the size of a
football pitch and how one astronaut came within seconds of
drowning in space.

And looking into the future, Alice questions what is next for the
ISS amid such geopolitical turbulence and uncertainty.

This is a timely reminder of the extraordinary feats humanity
can achieve when we unite and strive for a common goal.

Producer: Duncan Bulling
Presenter: Alice Bunn
A 2 Degrees West production for BBC Radio 4

SAT 21:00 The History Podcast (m002m34v)
The House at Number 48 (Omnibus 2)

The House at Number 48 omnibus, part 2. The concluding parts
of one man's quest to unravel the mystery of what happened to
his family's stolen fortune.

Series written and presented by Charlie Northcott
Series produced by Jim Frank and mixed by Tom Brignell with
original music by Anna Papadimitriou
Editor: Matt Willis

SAT 22:00 News (m002lq9r)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

SAT 22:15 The Food Programme (m002lfhd)
Eels and Elvers

Dan Saladino looks at why eels numbers are plummeting and
asks if the species can be saved. On the River Severn he meets
the last of the glass eel fishermen and conservationists.

Produced and presented by Dan Saladino.

SAT 23:00 Mark Steel's in Town (m002ld62)
Series 14

4. Cambridge

Mark Steel visits Cambridge and creates a show for the local
audience.

There will also be extended versions of each episode available
on BBC sounds.

Written and performed by Mark Steel
Additional material by Pete Sinclair
Production co-ordinator Caroline Barlow and Katie Baum
Sound Manager Jerry Peal
Producer Carl Cooper

A BBC Studios production for Radio 4

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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SAT 23:30 Punt & Dennis: Route Masters (m0023dqj)
Series 1: From Beer to Eternity

1 - From Beer to Jurassic Park

Steve Punt and Hugh Dennis are on a mission from Beer to
Eternity, in this warm and witty new podcast that celebrates
new and half remembered trivia as they try to find entertaining
links between random places, people and things.

Could you make your way from The Starship Enterprise to the
Air Fryer, armed only with A Level Economics and a
Geography degree? Hugh Dennis is going to have to. While
Steve Punt will have to pick his way across Africa, to find what
links Machiavelli and Madagascar. Across the series, they’ll be
joined by guests including Ken Cheng, Kiri Pritchard McLean,
Isy Suttie and Marcus Brigstocke, on a scenic route which takes
in Shampoo, The Gruffalo, Watford Gap Services and Yoghurt.

Written and hosted by Steve Punt and Hugh Dennis
With Jessica Fostekew
Produced by Victoria Lloyd
Recorded at Maple St Creative
Mixed by Jonathan Last

A Listen Production for BBC Radio 4

SUNDAY 02 NOVEMBER 2025

SUN 00:00 Midnight News (m002lq9t)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

SUN 00:15 Take Four Books (m002ldc4)
Chris Kraus

Presenter James Crawford welcomes American writer,
filmmaker, and art critic Chris Kraus to Take Four Books to
discuss her latest novel 'The Four Spent the Day Together'. This
marks Kraus’ fifth semi-autobiographical novel, following the
success of 'I Love Dick', which was adapted into a major
television series.

The Four Spent the Day Together blends elements of childhood
memoir, the experience of being the partner of a relapsing
alcoholic, and an investigation into a real-life crime in a
Minnesotan town.

Kraus also shares the three literary influences that inspired the
novel: 'The Executioner’s Song' by Norman Mailer (1979),
'Main Street' by Sinclair Lewis (1920), and 'Hinterland' by Phil
A. Neel (2018).

Producer: Rachael O’Neill
Editor: Gillian Wheelan
This was a BBC Audio Scotland production.

SUN 00:48 Shipping Forecast (m002lq9w)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

SUN 01:00 Selection of BBC World Service Programmes
(m002lq9y)
BBC Radio 4 presents a selection of news and current affairs,
arts and science programmes from the BBC World Service.

SUN 05:30 News Summary (m002lqb0)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

SUN 05:34 Shipping Forecast (m002lqb2)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

SUN 05:43 Bells on Sunday (m002lqb4)
The church of St Mary Easebourne, West Sussex

Bells on Sunday comes from the church of St Mary Easebourne
in West Sussex situated in the centre of the South Downs
National Park. The church was heavily restored in the late 19th
century but retains some original 12th century fabric including
the North-West Tower. There are eight bells, the oldest of
which dates from the early 16th century. The Tenor bell weighs
eleven hundredweight and is tuned to the note of G. We hear
them ringing Superlative Surprise Major.

SUN 05:45 In Touch (m002ld6b)
The RNIB's Braille Transcription Service

The RNIB's long term strategy involves making substantial
financial savings. One of the services proposed for cuts was the
transcription on request of braille books and other documents.
Following a high level of complaints about this, a year's
extension of the service has been agreed whilst a consultation

exercise takes place.

However, concerns remain, including from visually impaired
people who use the service to obtain braille music scores. We
examine the issue in more detail with the help of Connor Scott-
Gardner, James Risdon and Stefan Andrusyschyn.

Presenter: Peter White
Producer: Fern Lulham
Production Coordinator: Kim Agostino

Website image description: Peter White sits smiling in the
centre of the image, wearing a dark green jumper. Above
Peter's head is the BBC logo (three individual white squares
house each of the three letters). Bottom centre and overlaying
the image are the words "In Touch"; and the Radio 4 logo (the
word Radio in a bold white font, with the number 4 inside a
white circle). The background is a bright mid-blue with two
rectangles angled diagonally to
the right. Both are behind Peter, one of a darker blue and the
other is a lighter blue.’

SUN 06:00 News Summary (m002lqb7)
The latest national and international news from BBC Radio 4

SUN 06:05 Heart and Soul (w3ct6vph)
Mamdani New York

Zohran Mamdani catapulted on to New York’s political scene
this summer when he captured the Democratic nomination to
run for Mayor this fall. A young politician, Mamdani
campaigned on issues that mattered to New Yorkers including
lowering the cost of living, but unlike other candidates, was not
shy about making his Muslim faith a central talking point on the
campaign trail. We explore how a single decision galvanized
voters of different faiths across America’s biggest city, and
delve into the social issues that divided those casting ballots –
including the war in Gaza, Israel’s right to exist as a Jewish
state, and the divisiveness of the phrase, “globalize the
intifada,” which Mamdani refused on multiple occasions to
denounce. What was it about Mamdani that led Muslim voters
to feel like they had a voice who will represent them as Mayor
of New York City? Do Jewish voters feel let down? Will
religion be the driving force behind voter mobilization come
November, or will the high cost of living be the motivating
factor for many across the Big Apple? We sit down with voters
of varying views to find out.

[Photo Description: Zohran Mamdani campaign rally for mayor
of New York City, Credit: Andrew Lichtenstein]

Presenter: Victoria Craig

SUN 06:35 On Your Farm (m002lqb9)
BBC Food and Farming Awards Finalist: Grazing Management

Presenter Charlotte Smith and Natasha from The Archers
actress Mali Harries are judging the Farming for the Future
category in this year's BBC Food and Farming Awards. In this
programme they visit the first of the three finalists, Grazing
Management.

Alex and Emily Crawley offer conservation grazing and land
management services to improve the biodiversity of wildflower
meadows, traditional grasslands, peatlands and other habitats in
Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, Monmouthshire and beyond.

Produced by Chris Ledgard.

SUN 06:57 Weather (m002lqbc)
The latest weather reports and forecast

SUN 07:00 News and Papers (m002lqbf)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

SUN 07:10 Sunday (m002lqbh)
Traitors final; Muslim mayor for New York? Archbishop of
Canterbury was my babysitter

If you're one of the millions who've been gripped by The
Celebrity Traitors, you'll be counting down the hours to the
final on Thursday. The Sunday programme explores the ethical
questions about taking part with Anglican Priest Reverend Lisa
Coupland who appeared in the third 'civilian' series of the
game.
History could be made in New York City on Tuesday with the
potential election of its first ever Muslim mayor. Zohran
Mamdani's ascent to getting within touching distance of one of
the most prominent positions in US politics has been
astonishing. Not least in a city where a generation ago in the
wake of 9/11, Islamophobia was an unwelcome fact of life.
Mamdani has explicitly made his Muslim faith part of his
political identity. We speak to former Scottish First Minister

Humza Yousaf - who was the first Muslim to lead a Western
democracy and Professor Najam Haider, from the Department
of Religion at Columbia University.
With the enthronement of the new Archbishop of Canterbury
set for the new year, there's already plenty of speculation over
what sort of leader Dame Sarah Mullaly might be. One man
who can offer a unique and personal insight is a descendant of
none other than the Guinness family. If that wasn't seemingly
random enough – Jack Guinness knows Dame Sarah Mullaly
because she was - for a time in the early 80s - a babysitter for
his family at a parish in London.
Presenter: Julie Etchingham
Producers: Katy Davis and Rosie Dawson
Editor: Tim Pemberton
Studio Managers: Phillip Halliwell and Nick Woodsford

SUN 07:54 Radio 4 Appeal (m002lpk9)
Anti-Slavery International

Journalist Lucy Watson makes the Radio 4 Appeal on behalf of
Anti-Slavery International. The charity works with survivors of
modern slavery and partner organisations to help people out of
exploitation.

The Radio 4 Appeal features a new charity every week.
Each appeal then runs on Radio 4 from Sunday 0755 for 7 days.

To Give:
- Freephone 0800 404 8144
- Freepost BBC Radio 4 Appeal. (That’s the whole address.
Please do not write anything else on the front of the envelope).
Mark the back of the envelope ‘Anti-Slavery International’.
- Cheques should be made payable to ‘Anti-Slavery
International’.
- You can donate online at bbc.co.uk/appeal/radio4
- Please ensure you are donating to the correct charity by
checking the name of the charity on the donate page.

Registered Charity Number: 1049160. If you’d like to find out
more about the charity’s work visit
*https://www.antislavery.org/
*The BBC is not responsible for content on external websites

Producer: Katy Takatsuki

SUN 07:57 Weather (m002lqbk)
The latest weather reports and forecast

SUN 08:00 News and Papers (m002lqbm)
The news headlines, including a look at the newspapers.

SUN 08:10 Sunday Worship (m002lqbp)
Sheela Na Gigs - Reclaiming Female Spirituality

Rev Kate Bottley is fascinated by the 12th century stone
carvings found on churches and Cathedrals across the UK
nicknamed ‘Sheela Na Gigs’. They are more than just a typical
‘gargoyle’ - these female figures with their legs parted, are
thought to represent the divine feminine, fertility and were used
to ward off evil spirits.

Kate turned 50 this year and she’s starting to think about what
being an older Christian woman will look like for her. Kate
wants to explore the journey of women who’ve come before
her, from women becoming priests just over 30 years ago, to
older women in the early church, to what these little known
statues can tell us about how women have been viewed.

Kate visits two of the Sheelas closest to her in Nottinghamshire
and meets women there to discuss female spirituality and the
role of older women in Christianity. Kate visits Southwell
Minster to see the Sheela there and meets Canon Theologian of
Southwell Minster Alison Milbank and women in her theology
group. Kate then travels to Austerfield Parish Church (in South
Yorkshire) to see the Sheela there and to chat to Rev Becky
Hancock about their shared experience of being female priests
and their hopes for older women in the church. Producer:
Miriam Williamson

Reading: Acts 9:36-42

Music:
Just as I am - Daily Service Singers (BBC Recording)
Upon your heart (Eleanor Daley) - St Martin's Voices (BBC
Recording)
You're still God - Philippa Hanna (BBC Recording)
Trust - Philippa Hanna (BBC Recording)
Magnificat The St Martin's Service (Lucy Walker) - St Martin's
Voices
Blessed assurance - Daily Service Singers (BBC Recording)

SUN 08:48 Witness History (w3ct743z)
Dancing in the Street: David Bowie and Mick Jagger

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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In July 1985, music legends Mick Jagger and David Bowie were
asked to perform a duet with a twist at Live Aid, the biggest
concert in pop history.

Utilising the latest satellite technology, Mick would perform on
the US stage in Philadelphia, while David would perform on the
UK stage at Wembley Stadium.

As the technical issues were being discussed, it soon became
obvious that a half-second delay in the link between cities
would prevent the live performance from happening, so a
recording was planned instead.

A short list of songs was discussed before the duo finally settled
on the Motown classic Dancing in the Street.

Live Aid press officer Bernard Doherty tells Des Shaw how the
duet and video were recorded in just 18 hours and became a
highlight of the benefit concert on 13 July 1985. A Zinc Media
production.

Eye-witness accounts brought to life by archive. Witness
History is for those fascinated by the past. We take you to the
events that have shaped our world through the eyes of the
people who were there. For nine minutes every day, we take
you back in time and all over the world, to examine wars,
coups, scientific discoveries, cultural moments and much more.

Recent episodes explore everything from football in Brazil, the
history of the ‘Indian Titanic’ and the invention of air fryers, to
Public Enemy’s Fight The Power, subway art and the political
crisis in Georgia. We look at the lives of some of the most
famous leaders, artists, scientists and personalities in history,
including: visionary architect Antoni Gaudi and the design of
the Sagrada Familia; Michael Jordan and his bespoke Nike
trainers; Princess Diana at the Taj Mahal; and Görel Hanser,
manager of legendary Swedish pop band Abba on the influence
they’ve had on the music industry. You can learn all about
fascinating and surprising stories, such as the time an Iraqi
journalist hurled his shoes at the President of the United States
in protest of America’s occupation of Iraq; the creation of the
Hollywood commercial that changed advertising forever; and
the ascent of the first Aboriginal MP.

(Photo: Mick Jagger and David Bowie performing Dancing In
The Street. Credit: Getty Images)

SUN 08:58 Tweet of the Day (m002lqbr)
Paul Farley on the Shelduck

Poet Paul Farley welcomes the return of the shelduck to our
shores, back after their summer migration to the Wadden Sea.
These vast mudflats off the coast of The Netherlands and
Germany provide a refuge for shelducks as they go through
their so-called 'catastrophic moult' where they simultaneously
loose all their flight and tail feathers. Paul imagines this vast
gathering of around 200,000 birds as sort of 'Shelduck
Glastonbury' where they get completely flightless, and is always
glad to see them home.

Presented by Paul Farley and produced by Sophie Anton for
BBC Audio in Bristol

SUN 09:00 Broadcasting House (m002lqbt)
9 people with life threatening injuries after train stabbing near
Cambridge

10 people have been stabbed, 9 with life threatening injuries
after an attack on a UK train. Eyewitness accounts and the
latest. Also Michael Palin on fellow Python Terry Jones.

SUN 10:00 Desert Island Discs (m002lpnf)
Lorraine Kelly, broadcaster

Lorraine Kelly is a journalist and broadcaster who has been a
mainstay of daytime television for over 40 years. She has
hosted her own show Lorraine since its launch in 2010 and she
was awarded a lifetime achievement BAFTA in 2024.

Lorraine was born in Glasgow and later moved with her family
to the new town of East Kilbride. She became a junior reporter
at the East Kilbride News when she was in her teens and in
1983 joined the BBC as a researcher.

In 1984 she started at TV-am as a reporter covering Scottish
news. During her time there she reported on some of the biggest
stories in the UK including the Piper Alpha disaster and the
bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 over Lockerbie.

In January 1990 she became a co-presenter of Good Morning
Britain on TV-am alongside Mike Morris. In 1996 Lorraine and
Eamonn Holmes reported for GMTV on the Dunblane school
shooting in which sixteen pupils and their teacher were killed.
The tragedy left a lasting impact on Lorraine, who formed a
lasting bond with several affected families. She returned to
Dunblane in 2021 to mark the 25th anniversary with a

commemorative documentary.

Lorraine lives in Buckinghamshire with her husband Steve.

DISC ONE: Starman - Davie Bowie
DISC TWO: Mama Said - Dusty Springfield
DISC THREE: Careful - Horse
DISC FOUR: Rock the Casbah - The Clash
DISC FIVE: Truth - Hue & Cry
DISC SIX: Warm Leatherette - Grace Jones
DISC SEVEN: Love is All Around - Wet Wet Wet
DISC EIGHT: That’s When He Told Her - The Proclaimers

BOOK CHOICE: South: The Last Antarctic Expedition of
Shackleton and the Endurance by Sir Ernest Shackleton
LUXURY ITEM: A solar-powered digital photo album
CASTAWAY'S FAVOURITE: Careful - Horse

Presenter: Lauren Laverne
Producer: Paula McGinley

There are more than 2000 programmes in our archive available
for you to listen to. We have cast away other journalists and
presenters including Sir Terry Wogan, Christiane Amanpour,
Lindsey Hilsum and Clive Myrie. You can find their episodes
on BBC Sounds or on our Desert Island Discs website.

SUN 11:00 The Archers Omnibus (m002lqbw)
Writer: Sarah Hehir
Director: Helen Aitken
Editor: Jeremy Howe

Josh Archer…. Angus Imrie
Kenton Archer…. Richard Attlee
Pip Archer…. Daisy Badger
Lilian Bellamy…. Sunny Ormonde
Vince Casey…. Tony Turner
Justin Elliott….. Simon Williams
Miranda Elliott…. Lucy Fleming
Amber Gordon…. Olivia Bernstone
Eddie Grundy…. Trevor Harrison
Emma Grundy…. Emerald O’Hanrahan
George Grundy…. Angus Stobie
Will Grundy…. Philip Molloy
Chelsea Horrobin…. Madeleine Leslay
Tracy Horrobin…. Susie Ridell
Joy Horville…. Jackie Lye
Esme Mulligan…. Ellie Pawsey
Freddie Pargetter…. Toby Lawrence

SUN 12:15 Profile (m002lq9m)
[Repeat of broadcast at 19:00 on Saturday]

SUN 12:30 Paul Sinha's Perfect Pub Quiz (m002ldhq)
Series 4

Yapping about Leicester

Paul Sinha tests a Leicester audience's knowledge about new
words, the people of 2024, and a surprising connection between
two modern pop stars. In return they ask him about shipyards,
RoboCop, and politicians called James.

Written and performed by Paul Sinha
Additional material: Oliver Levy
Additional questions: The Audience

Original music: Tim Sutton

Recording engineer: Jerry Peal
Mixed by: Rich Evans
Producer: Ed Morrish

A Lead Mojo production for BBC Radio 4

SUN 12:57 Weather (m002lqby)
The latest weather forecast

SUN 13:00 The World This Weekend (m002lqc0)
Radio 4's look at the week's big stories from both home and
around the world.

SUN 13:30 The Drug Trial That Went Wrong (m002j3xk)
In March 2006, the pharmaceutical world was shaken by the
catastrophic events of the TGN1412 clinical trial that took
place at Northwick Park Hospital in London. Initially intended
as a potential new treatment for diseases such as rheumatoid
arthritis and certain types of leukaemia, the antibody TGN1412
triggered severe and life-threatening reactions among six of its
eight trial participants.

It was an event which changed the way first-in-human clinical
studies were regulated in the UK and around the world.

Now, as the Labour government targets life sciences as one of
eight key sectors for economic growth, new regulations for
running clinical trials are being rolled out across the country for
the first time in twenty years. But what is the right balance
between regulation and innovation; and how can an industry at
the forefront of medical advancements attract patients to be the
first to receive new treatments while guaranteeing their safety?

In this documentary, Dr Margaret McCartney, talks to one
doctor who was at Northwick Park Hospital, then and now,
about what we learned from that fateful event, and goes to a
trial centre only miles away which is one of the few in the UK
licensed to carry out early stage clinical research. Have we
learned enough to keep today’s volunteers safe as new medical
treatments evolve at speed?

Producer: Sandra Kanthal

SUN 14:00 Gardeners' Question Time (m002lfj6)
Phyllis Court: White Fly, River Thames and Favourite Gardens

Might our otherwise polluted River Thames have a positive
impact on my garden? Why has there been so much whitefly
this year? Do the panel have a favourite garden they’ve visited?

Peter Gibbs and a panel of green-fingered gurus head to the
Phyllis Court Club in Henley-on-Thames, where a lively
audience of passionate gardeners awaits answers to their most
pressing plant problems.

Joining Peter are pest and disease specialist Pippa Greenwood,
head gardener Matthew Pottage, and the ever-enthusiastic
plantswoman Christine Walkden.

Later, Johnny ‘Hot Stuff’ Mayard discusses how he grows
chillies in his polytunnel that are used for his hot sauce.

Senior Producer: Dan Cocker
Junior Producer: Rahnee Prescod
Assistant Producer: William Norton
Assistant Producer: Suki Glockling

A Somethin' Else production for BBC Radio 4

SUN 14:45 Opening Lines (m002lqc2)
Northanger Abbey - Episode One

Northanger Abbey was Jane Austen’s first book, although it
wasn’t published until after her death. It tells the story of
Catherine Morland, an impressionable young woman who is
introduced to fashionable society when she’s taken by a wealthy
neighbour to Bath. There, Catherine’s imagination catches fire
when she’s initiated into the thrills of Gothic fiction by new
friend, Isabella Thorpe – a pretty, charming but devious gold
digger.

Another great reader of Gothic novels is ‘not quite handsome
but very near it’ Henry Tilney, whom Catherine finds
enchanting. When Henry invites Catherine to stay at Northanger
Abbey, the home of his father, General Tilney, she imagines
secret passages, haunted catacombs and an evil secret.
Catherine does indeed find something wicked at the Abbey but
not in the way she expects.

In this first of two episodes John Yorke explores the dual nature
of the book - part satire on Gothic fiction and part celebration
of the novel form.

John Yorke has worked in television and radio for 30 years and
shares his experience as he unpacks the themes and impact of
the books, plays and stories that are being dramatised in BBC
Radio 4’s Sunday Drama series. As former Head of Channel
Four Drama and Controller of BBC Drama Production he has
worked on some of the most popular shows in Britain - from
EastEnders to The Archers, Life on Mars to Shameless. As
creator of the BBC Writers Academy, he's trained a generation
of screenwriters - now with over 70 green lights and thousands
of hours of television to their names. He is the author of Into
the Woods, the bestselling book on narrative, and he writes,
teaches and consults on all forms of narrative - including many
podcasts for R4.

Contributors: Emma Clery, Literary Critic and Cultural
Historian, Professor of English Literature at the Uppsala
University, Sweden, and author of Jane Austen: The Banker’s
Sister.

Rebecca Romney, author of Jane Austen’s Bookshelf.

Reader: Esme Scarborough
Production Hub Coordinators: Nina Semple and Dawn Williams
Researcher: Henry Tydeman
Sound: Iain Hunter
Producer: Kate McAll
Executive Producer: Sara Davies

A Pier production for BBC Radio 4

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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SUN 15:00 Drama on 4 (m002lqc4)
Northanger Abbey

by Jane Austen
dramatised by Clara Glynn

Austen's early novel is a coming-of-age narrative and a satire on
the 1790s vogue for the sensationalist Gothic novel.
Broadcast to mark the 250th anniversary of the birth of Jane
Austen.

Part One
Seventeen year old Catherine Morland is invited to Bath by a
rich neighbour. Entering the fashionable society of the city,
Catherine finds high drama and peril in every encounter and in
every event - often with comic results. And then she receives an
extraordinary, and thrilling, invitation.

Catherine Morland ..... Madeleine Gray
Henry TIlney ..... Will Howard
Isabella Thorpe ..... Cecilia Appiah
Mrs Allen ..... Ella Smith
General Tilney ..... John Heffernan
Eleanor Tilney ..... Scarlett Courtney
Mrs Morland/Mrs Thorpe ..... Jasmine Hyde
John Thorpe ..... Josh Bryant-Jones
James Morland/Captain Tilney ..... Django Bevan

Directed by Gaynor Macfarlane

Sound by Keith Graham and Sam Dickinson
Production Coordinator - Bethany Woodhead

SUN 16:00 Bookclub (m002lqc6)
Hallie Rubenhold

Presented by James Naughtie, the writer and historian Hallie
Rubenhold takes questions from a Bookclub audience on her
prize-winning book The Five: The Untold Lives Of The
Women Killed by Jack The Ripper. The book shines a light on
Polly Nichols, Annie Chapman, Elizabeth Stride, Kate Eddowes
and Mary Jane Kelly who were all murdered in Whitechapel,
London, in 1888. The Five won the Ballie-Gifford Prize for non-
fiction in 2019.

This episode was recorded at The Queen's Reading Room
Festival at Chatsworth House in Derbyshire.

Producer: Dominic Howell
Editor: Gillian Wheelan

This was a BBC Audio Scotland production.

SUN 16:30 Punt & Dennis: Route Masters (m0023pvr)
Series 1: From Beer to Eternity

2 - From Chaos Theory to Anne Boleyn

Steve Punt and Hugh Dennis are on a mission from Chaos
Theory to Anne Boleyn with the assistance of Marcus
Brigstocke, in a warm and witty podcast that celebrates new and
half-remembered trivia as they try to find entertaining links
between random places, people and things.

Could you make your way from The Starship Enterprise to the
Air Fryer, armed only with A Level Economics and a
Geography degree? Hugh Dennis is going to have to. While
Steve Punt will have to pick his way across Africa, to find what
links Machiavelli and Madagascar. Across the series, they’ll be
joined by guests including Ken Cheng, Kiri Pritchard McLean,
Isy Suttie and Marcus Brigstocke, on a scenic route which takes
in Shampoo, The Gruffalo, Watford Gap Services and Yoghurt.

Written and hosted by Steve Punt and Hugh Dennis
With Marcus Brigstocke
Produced by Victoria Lloyd
Recorded at Maple St Creative
Mixed by Jonathan Last

A Listen production for BBC Radio 4

SUN 17:00 Witness History (w3ct744b)
Omar Sharif stars in Lawrence of Arabia

In 1962, Egyptian actor Omar Sharif made his Hollywood debut
in Lawrence of Arabia, a sweeping epic that would become one
of cinema’s most popular films.

Using archive recordings, Gill Kearsley tells the story of the
movie legend’s transformation into the enigmatic Sherif Ali and
brings to life the moment he stepped into the desert and onto
the world stage.

Eye-witness accounts brought to life by archive. Witness
History is for those fascinated by the past. We take you to the
events that have shaped our world through the eyes of the

people who were there.

For nine minutes every day, we take you back in time and all
over the world, to examine wars, coups, scientific discoveries,
cultural moments and much more.

Recent episodes explore everything from the death of Adolf
Hitler, the first spacewalk and the making of the movie Jaws, to
celebrity tortoise Lonesome George, the Kobe earthquake and
the invention of superglue.

We look at the lives of some of the most famous leaders, artists,
scientists and personalities in history, including: Eva Peron –
Argentina’s Evita; President Ronald Reagan and his famous
‘tear down this wall’ speech; Thomas Keneally on why he wrote
Schindler’s List; and Jacques Derrida, France’s ‘rock star’
philosopher.

You can learn all about fascinating and surprising stories, such
as the civil rights swimming protest; the disastrous D-Day
rehearsal; and the death of one of the world’s oldest languages.

(Photo: Sherif Ali, played by Omar Sharif in Lawrence of
Arabia. Credit: Columbia Pictures via Getty Images)

SUN 17:10 The Verb (m002lqc9)
Hollie McNish, Major General Tim Hodgetts, Julia
Nemirovskaya, Robert Chandler

The poetry of war is the thread that runs through today's edition
of The Verb, Radio 4's poetry performance and discussion
programme led by Ian McMillan.

Hollie McNish talks about her new poetry collection, Virgin,
which explores the damaging power of this word and asks for a
broader understanding of its possibilities. Her readings on
today's programme include her heartbreaking new poem
"virgins, to the back" about the young soldiers of the First
World War and their battle eve brothel visits.

Major General Tim Hodgetts was Surgeon General To the UK
Armed Forces. He discusses his poetry collection, Frontlines
and Lifelines, which features the poetry he wrote as an Army
doctor to help him process the things he faced as he dealt with
the human casualties of combat in theatres of war across the
world.

Julia Nemirovskaya has been collecting poetry speaking out
against Russia's invasion of Ukraine since February 2022. Her
"Kopilka" (coin bank in Russian) archive has led to three
collections including Disbelief: 100 Russian Anti-War Poems,
and Dislocation: An Anthology of Poetic Response to Russia’s
War in Ukraine. She's joined by the distinguished critic and
translator of Russian literature, Robert Chandler to discuss why
the war has proved to be a major moment for Russian poetry.

Presenter: Ian McMillan
Producer: Ekene Akalawu

SUN 17:54 Shipping Forecast (m002lqcc)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

SUN 17:57 Weather (m002lqcf)
The latest weather reports and forecast

SUN 18:00 Six O'Clock News (m002lqch)
A 32-year-old man is questioned over train stabbings

Police investigating a stabbing attack on a train last night say
they are now treating a 32-year-old man as their only suspect. A
second man, aged 35, has been released.

SUN 18:15 Pick of the Week (m002lqck)
Minah Shannon

This week, Minah's becoming a faithful for Radio 4; good
timing too, as it's all getting very spooky on there. Between
phantom faucets, a haunted castle, and the horror of your
likeness being owned in perpetuity, we're all hiding under the
covers. We also hear on Woman's Hour why it’s OK to be ‘aggy’
as well as the mystery surrounding a briefcase under a bed.
Plus, the World Service's Heart and Soul brings us the story
from a North Korean defector who made what he calls a
‘bargain’ with God.

Presenter: Minah Shannon
Producer: Anthony McKee
Production Coordinators: Caoilfhinn McFadden and Caroline
Peddle

A BBC Audio Northern Ireland production for BBC Radio 4.

SUN 19:00 The Archers (m002lpf7)

Chris and Carly recognise each other from the past. Both now
single and with their own children, they sit down for a drink
together to catch up. Carly’s surprised to find out that Alice is
Chris’s ex and Martha’s mum. They laugh over shared memories
involving drunken behaviour, and Carly invites Chris to the
Grey Gables fireworks event. Chris demurs; he plans to have
Bonfire Night at home in the garden with Martha. When Jolene
comments they seem to be getting on well, Carly admits she
used to think Chris was the cutest boy she’d ever seen. And he’s
improving with age. Jolene recommends seizing the day; Chris
is a catch.

Tom’s trying to get reluctant Henry to watch a film. Helen
wonders why Henry’s grumpy. Henry admits he wanted to go to
Scotland but it’s been booked in term time so he can’t. He gets
why, but he was looking forward to it. Helen offers, not for the
first time, to stay in Ambridge. They can all do things together.
But Henry doesn’t want his mum to miss out. He and Jack will
be fine. Exasperated with Tom’s bonding efforts, Henry
wonders flippantly whether Helen can take him out on her date
with Dane. Remarkably Helen takes Henry at his word, and she
and Tom return later the worse for wear, having sampled some
good brandy with Dane. Henry plays parent, fending off over-
effusive hugs and advising glasses of water and an early night.
As the pair giggle and follow his orders, Henry laughs too in
spite of himself.

SUN 19:15 Illuminated (m002ln46)
The Piano Boat

The Piano Boat, the floating concert hall where world-renowned
concert pianist Masayuki Tayama played, sits empty. His wife,
Rhiana, is left with a boat with no captain and a Steinway she
was never allowed to play. We join her as she processes her
grief and considers the future of The Piano Boat without Masa.

Rhiana and Masa commissioned the boat in 2019 and planned
to run concert cruises, on board the boat, along the inland
waterways. It was a dream project for both of them – a life
designed for two.

But, in 2021 Masa was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and
although the chemotherapy turned his fingers numb, he
relearned his technique and kept playing. In August 2023, a
week after what would be their final round of cruises, Masa was
hospitalized for the last time. He died two weeks later.

Will Greenwood, who has seen the boat from creation to
present day, journeys with Rhiana on the waterways and as she
rebuilds her dreams while coping with her grief. She shares her
honest audio diaries, the highs and lows. She is surprised by
sorrow and joy as she starts to fill the boat with music once
more. Beginning with playing Masa’s piano – something she had
never done before.

Craig Terry, Director of Steinway & Sons UK, tells us about the
piano and meeting Rhiana and Masa for the first time. Concert
Pianist and one of Masa’s former colleagues, Graham Caskey,
and music academic, Kris Worsley, talk on the intimacy of The
Piano Boat, and show us how the pieces we hear don’t need
words to tell a story.

Presented by Will Greenwood
Produced by Will Greenwood and Anna Scott-Brown
An Overtone production for BBC Radio 4

SUN 19:45 Just One Thing - with Michael Mosley
(m0018p32)
Take a Break

In this episode, Michael reveals why adding regular breaks to
your day can benefit your body, your mind and even your
productivity. What’s more, if you allow your mind to wander
freely during your breaks - no social media! - the benefits are
even greater. Michael speaks to cognitive neuroscientist
Professor Moshe Bar from Bar-Ilan University in Tel Aviv to
find out exactly what goes on in our brains when we allow our
minds to wander, and why it could be a good thing for mood,
problem solving and creativity.

SUN 20:00 Feedback (m002lff0)
Call Jonathan Pie, and Life Changing

A series of Call Jonathan Pie is being repeated on BBC Radio 4,
and it's been scheduled for the primetime 6.30pm comedy slot
on Thursdays, albeit with edits to the version available on BBC
Sounds. However, some listeners have contacted Feedback to
complain that the content of some episodes wasn't appropriate
for tea-time listening. Andrea Catherwood sits down with Radio
4 Commissioning Editor for Comedy and Entertainment Julia
McKenzie, to discuss the comments and asks why it was
broadcast in this slot.

And there's another nomination for the annual interview round
up, Feedback's Interview of the Year. This time listener Laura
puts forward a recent episode of Life Changing, in which Dr

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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Sian Williams talked to an ex British Army medic with an
compelling story about complex PTSD, and whose life was
changed when he met Charlie - his medical assistance dog.

Presenter: Andrea Catherwood
Producer: Pauline Moore
Assistant Producer: Rebecca Guthrie
Executive Producer: Mark Rickards

A Whistledown Scotland production for BBC Radio 4

SUN 20:30 Last Word (m002lfjc)
Prunella Scales CBE, Gillian Tindall, Roger Smith, Anthony
Grey

Matthew Bannister on

The actor Prunella Scales, best known for playing Sybil in the
TV comedy Fawlty Towers. Her son Samuel West reflects on
her long career and happy marriage to fellow actor Timothy
West.

Gillian Tindall, the writer who pioneered the technique of
exploring history through the portal of a particular house or
area.

Roger Smith, who co-founded and ran the Great Outdoors
Challenge, encouraging thousands to walk across Scotland.

Anthony Grey, the novelist and journalist who was held in
solitary confinement for over two years by Red Guards during
China’s Cultural Revolution.

Producer: Ed Prendeville
Assistant Producer: Ribika Moktan
Researcher: Jesse Edwards
Editor: Glyn Tansley

ARCHIVE USED:
Great Canal Journeys Series 1 Episode 1, Channel 4,
10/03/2014; Desert Island Discs, BBC Radio 4, 05/06/1992;
Suppose I Lose It, BBC Radio 4, 16/05/2016; A Question of
Attribution, BBC Two, 20/10/1991; Fawlty Towers: Series 1:
The Hotel Inspectors, BBC Two, 10/10/1975; Fawlty Towers:
Series 2: The Psychiatrist, BBC Two, 26/02/1979; Fawlty
Towers: Series 2: Basil the Rat, BBC Two, 25/10/1979; Fawlty
Towers: Series 1: The Builders, BBC Two, 26/09/1975; Fawlty
Towers: Series 2: Communication Problems, BBC Two,
19/02/1979; BBC News, BBC Radio 4, 26/11/1968; Anthony
Grey To Be Released: Mother Waits, BBC News, 03/10/1963;
Anthony Grey Released: Mother Hears News, News,
04/10/1963; Radio Newsreel, BBC World Service, 12/10/1969;
Desert Island Discs, BBC Radio 4, 01/11/1969; Anthony Grey:
One Man’s Freedom, One Pair of Eyes, BBC Two, 26/06/1971;
Return to Peking, BBC Two, 12/12/1988; Voices from a French
Village, BBC Radio 4, 29/05/1996; Robert Elms, BBC Radio
London, 05/09/2016; Bricks and Mortals, BBC Radio 4,
18/05/2005; The Adventure Show, BBC Two Scotland,
03/08/2008; Scotland Outdoors - A Coast to Coast Backpack
Challenge, Beekeeping in Kinross and the Capercaillie of
Speyside, BBC Radio Scotland, 24/05/2025;

SUN 21:00 Money Box (m002lq8x)
[Repeat of broadcast at 12:04 on Saturday]

SUN 21:25 Radio 4 Appeal (m002lpk9)
[Repeat of broadcast at 07:54 today]

SUN 21:30 From Our Own Correspondent (m002lq8s)
[Repeat of broadcast at 11:30 on Saturday]

SUN 22:00 Westminster Hour (m002lqcm)
A horrific knife attack, Budget speculation and: are manifestos
sacrosanct?

Ben Wright is joined by the former Conservative Home Office
minister Kit Malthouse; Labour MP David Pinto-Duschinsky;
and former top civil servant, Jill Rutter - from the Institute for
Government. They discuss the recent knife attack on a train in
Cambridgeshire and the latest speculation about the Budget.
The programme includes interviews with Tory MP Nick
Timothy about his report on the workings of the Home Office,
and with the academic and former Labour adviser Patrick
Diamond on the sanctity of manifesto pledges. Rowena Mason -
Whitehall editor at The Guardian - brings expert insight and
analysis on all the stories of the day.

SUN 23:00 In Our Time (b08wmk5j)
Bird Migration

After 27 years, Melvyn Bragg has decided to step down from
the In Our Time presenter’s chair. With over a thousand
episodes to choose from, he has selected just six that capture

the huge range and depth of the subjects he and his experts have
tackled. In this fourth of his choices, we hear Melvyn Bragg and
his guests discuss bird migration.

Their topic includes why some birds migrate and others do not,
how they select their destinations and how they navigate the
great distances, often over oceans. For millennia, humans set
their calendars to birds' annual arrivals, and speculated about
what happened when they departed, perhaps moving deep under
water, or turning into fish or shellfish, or hibernating while
clinging to trees upside down. Ideas about migration developed
in C19th when, in Germany, a stork was noticed with an
African spear in its neck, indicating where it had been over the
winter and how far it had flown. Today there are many ideas
about how birds use their senses of sight and smell, and
magnetic fields, to find their way, and about why and how birds
choose their destinations and many questions. Why do some
scatter and some flock together, how much is instinctive and
how much is learned, and how far do the benefits the migrating
birds gain outweigh the risks they face?

With

Barbara Helm
Reader at the Institute of Biodiversity, Animal Health and
Comparative Medicine at the University of Glasgow

Tim Guilford
Professor of Animal Behaviour and Tutorial Fellow of Zoology
at Merton College, Oxford

and

Richard Holland
Senior Lecturer in Animal Cognition at Bangor University

Producer: Simon Tillotson
In Our Time is a BBC Studios Production

Spanning history, religion, culture, science and philosophy, In
Our Time from BBC Radio 4 is essential listening for the
intellectually curious. In each episode, host Melvyn Bragg and
expert guests explore the characters, events and discoveries that
have shaped our world

SUN 23:45 Short Works (m002lfj9)
Salt River by Alys Conran

Original Short Fiction by Alys Conran.

Little Angharad is caught between opposing tides - her
depressed mother and Anti Mari - to escape she wanders the
muddy edges of the Menai Strait, collecting sea snails.

Reader: Lisa Jên Brown
Production Co-ordinator: Eleri McAuliffe
Sound: Nigel Lewis
Producer: John Norton

A BBC Audio Wales Production

MONDAY 03 NOVEMBER 2025

MON 00:00 Midnight News (m002lqcp)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

MON 00:15 Soul Music (m002bgm0)
Bésame Mucho

The Mexican pianist and composer Consuelo Velázquez was
only 16 years old when she wrote Bésame Mucho, and she was
yet to have her first kiss.

Composer and conductor Odaline de la Martinez remembers
hearing the song on the radio as a child in Cuba. She translates
the Spanish lyrics - "Kiss me, kiss me passionately, as if tonight
was the last time... Kiss me, because I'm afraid to lose you,
afterwards". It's an achingly romantic bolero that has been
translated into more than 20 languages and recorded by
hundreds of artists, including João Gilberto, Frank Sinatra,
Cesaria Evora, Diana Krall, Josephine Baker, Trio Los Panchos
and The Beatles. Music writer Richard Williams talks about the
eternal appeal of the melody and how it creates its emotional
impact.

German singer and composer Roland Kunz tells the tragic story
behind the melody which inspired Consuelo to write the song: a
piece by the Catalan composer Enrique Granados, who died the
year Velázquez was born. At the height of WWI, Granados and
his wife were on their way home to Spain from New York,
when their passenger ship was torpedoed by a German U-boat.
The story goes that Enrique was picked up by a lifeboat but saw
his wife struggling in the water and dived in to save her. They
perished, along with 50 other passengers.

We hear stories of three very different couples who loved to
dance to the song. Peter and Dorothy Tozer met at a dance
school in Acton in 1962 when they were 17 and 16 years old.
When the song played during the lesson on the night they met,
the dance instructor suggested that - as it was Valentine's Day -
everyone should give a kiss to whoever they were dancing with
at that moment. The two complete strangers shared a kiss, and
have been together ever since.

When Stephen Miller met his Mexican wife Maria, love wasn't
on either of their minds. Stephen was in his fifties and had lost
his first wife to cancer. Maria had been a single mum for many
years. He didn't speak much Spanish, and she didn't speak much
English, but they fell in love and had many wonderful
adventures together. One day Stephen was backing the car out
of the driveway when he hit the wall. He had begun to lose his
sight. As the couple were still adjusting to their new reality,
Stephen realised that Maria's memory was beginning to slip. He
talks about navigating blindness and dementia, and how they
would drop everything to dance together to Bésame Mucho, the
lyrics of which grew ever more poignant over time.

And Denis Ledoux remembers his wife Martha, who died at 56.
They loved to dance to the Cape Verdean singer Cesária Évora's
version of the song, practicing their dance steps in the living
room. After Martha's death, he would listen to the song all the
time, sometimes every day. The song became a way to hold
onto her and the life they has shared. Denis reflects on how the
song's lyric "kiss me, as if tonight was the last time" made him
think of all the last times with Martha that he didn't know were
last times.

Produced by Mair Bosworth
Mixed by Ilse Lademann
Soul Music is a BBC Audio Bristol production for BBC Radio 4

MON 00:45 Bells on Sunday (m002lqb4)
[Repeat of broadcast at 05:43 on Sunday]

MON 00:48 Shipping Forecast (m002lqcr)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

MON 01:00 Selection of BBC World Service Programmes
(m002lqct)
BBC Radio 4 presents a selection of news and current affairs,
arts and science programmes from the BBC World Service.

MON 05:00 News Summary (m002lqcw)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

MON 05:04 Yesterday in Parliament (m002lqcy)
Alicia McCarthy looks ahead to a new Hillsborough law, peers
debate Ukraine, and we remember the Flying Nightingales -
nurses who risked their own lives to save countless servicemen
during the Second World War.

MON 05:34 Shipping Forecast (m002lqd0)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

MON 05:43 Prayer for the Day (m002lqd2)
And I will try and fix you

A spiritual comment and prayer to start the day with Daniel
Sibthorpe

Good morning

I enjoy watching the ‘Repair Shop’ on TV. The concept is
simple: a person arrives at the barn with an object of great
sentimental value that needs repair. An expert in furniture or
fabric lovingly restores it. The show ends with a grand reveal
and frequently tears, as owners are reunited with their
beautifully restored, often functional, treasure.

Although I appreciate the skill of the craftspeople as they
disassemble, clean, and restore each item, it’s the story behind
the object that is always the key. The value is not in the object
itself, but in what it represents to the owners.

I wonder if we can put ourselves in this scenario: we are God's
workmanship, but often our passage through this life causes
damage, frayed edges, loss of functionality, and sometimes
complete malfunction.

In this context, Jesus said his mission was to seek and restore
what was lost. He looks beyond our current state, finds us, and
sees the person he always meant us to be, just as the
craftspeople see the treasure beneath the damage.

In the repair shop, the goal is not to gloss over the bumps and
scrapes of the object's life but rather to bring back functionality
and maybe undo years of neglect.

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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The concept common to both is that your value always exceeds
your damage.

So today I pray that, however we feel about our current
condition, we are reminded again that we have a loving father
whose desire will always be to restore us to our original
condition.

Amen

MON 05:45 Farming Today (m002lqd4)
A cross party group of MPs are warning that UK food
production could drop by almost a third, by 2050. The All Party
Parliamentary Group on Science and Technology in Agriculture
also says that by 2050 - assuming all Government targets were
met in full - almost a quarter of current UK farmland could be
used for other purposes including renewable energy, housing,
and nature restoration. The group is publishing a report today
calling for the most productive farmland to be protected and for
output to increase 30%, with 50% less environmental impact by
2050.

The Ulster Farmers Union says it has no confidence in Northern
Ireland's Department for Agriculture, Environment, and Rural
Affairs. The UFU says DAERA's handling of a range of issues,
from TB in cattle to a Nutrients Action Programme aimed at
improving water quality with better management of manure and
fertilisers , has led to 'deep dissatisfaction' among its members.

And we take a closer look at seeds on the programme this week.

Presenter: Charlotte Smith
Producer: Sarah Swadling

MON 05:57 Weather (m002lqd6)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for farmers

MON 06:00 Today (m002lpdj)
News and current affairs, including Sports Desk, Weather and
Thought for the Day.

MON 09:00 Start the Week (m002lpdl)
Storytelling: Jeanette Winterson, Rory Stewart and Soweto
Kinch

In her latest novel, One Aladdin Two Lamps, the writer Jeanette
Winterson takes inspiration from the legendary story of
Shahrazad in One Thousand and One Nights. But she calls on
the reader to look again at stories we think we know, unpick
how fiction works, and have the courage to challenge and
change the narrative.

The saxophonist and presenter Soweto Kinch will perform his
new album, Soundtrack to the Apocalypse, with the London
Symphony Orchestra (at the Barbican, London, on Friday 14th
November), combining British jazz, hip-hop and orchestral
music. This is the finale of his acclaimed trilogy of politically
charged, genre-defying works that tell different stories of the
past, present and future.

The former MP Rory Stewart spent nearly a decade in Britain’s
most rural constituency, Penrith and Borders, and wrote a
column for a local newspaper. In Middleland: Dispatches from
the Borders he’s collected together these fragmentary moments
from rural life and local politics to capture a wide-ranging
portrait of life and stories from the Cumbrian countryside.

Producer: Katy Hickman
Assistant Producer: Natalia Fernandez

MON 09:45 Café Hope (m002lpdn)
Carpark concerts

Co-founder of The Multi-Story Orchestra, Kate Whitley, tells
Rachel Burden how the charity works with young people and
musicians to create collaborations in places like carparks.

Café Hope is our virtual Radio 4 coffee shop, where guests pop
in for a brew and a chat to tell us what they’re doing to make
things better in big and small ways. Think of us as sitting in
your local café, cooking up plans, hearing the gossip, and
celebrating the people making the world a better place.

We’re all about trying to make change. It might be a
transformational project that helps an entire community, or it
might be about trying to make one life a little bit easier. And
the key here is in the trying. This is real life. Not everything
works, and there are struggles along the way. But it’s always
worth a go.

You can contact us on cafehope@bbc.co.uk

Presenter: Rachel Burden
Series Producer: Uma Doraiswamy

Sound Design: Nicky Edwards
Researcher: Maeve Schaffer
Editor: Clare Fordham

MON 10:00 Woman's Hour (m002lpdq)
Fertility treatment, Bella Culley, Traitors' fashion

World Health Organisation figures say one in six people are
affected by infertility. Fertility Matters at Work, who provide
training for fertility support in the workplace, have published a
cost analysis. They have explored the economic impact of not
providing time off for fertility treatment - not only on those
people directly involved in seeking help, but on businesses and
the economy more widely. To discuss further, Nuala McGovern
is joined by Alice Macdonald, MP for Norwich North, who will
be asking MPs if they agree that a legal right should be given to
people to take paid time off work to attend medical
appointments for fertility treatment, and Natalie Silverman, co-
founder of Fertility Matters at Work.

Bella Culley was freed by the Tbilisi City Court today. The
19-year-old, who is eight months pregnant, is from Billingham
in Teesside. She was arrested at Tbilisi airport after police
found drugs in her luggage and had been held in Georgia on
drug trafficking charges since May. Before news of her release,
Nuala spoke to Rayhan Demytrie, BBC News Caucasus
correspondent, outside the court.

The case of Luigi Mangione, the man accused of killing US
health insurance CEO Brian Thompson, is one of the most
closely followed legal cases of recent years. The 26-year old-
was arrested in December and accused of shooting Mr
Thompson, a father of two, outside a Manhattan hotel. He faces
the charges of murder and stalking, charges which Mangione
denies. While the case continues, something else has been
happening. Mangione has attracted an intense, mostly female
online following: people sharing pictures of him, writing letters,
posting fan edits and memes, and debating his appearance and
behaviour in forensic detail. So why does a man accused of
violence become the object of fascination and even desire to
some women? And what does that say about the digital age
we’re living in? Nuala talks to Professor David Wilson,
criminologist and former prison governor, and Faye Curran,
journalist at The New Statesman, who has immersed herself in
Mangione’s online fandom.

Anyone watching Celebrity Traitors at the moment, or indeed
the previous Traitors series, has probably noted Claudia
Winkleman’s iconic looks that seem to sum up both chilly
Scottish castle chic and punk power dressing with a smidge of
sinister gothic Victorian melodrama thrown into the
mix. Claudia's stylist, Sinead McKeefry, has a huge following
online by people keen to pick up tips. The power of social
media is such that when items are worn by Claudia and flagged
online, it can have quite an impact, as small-business owner
Lauren Aston found when one of her designs appeared on the
show. She joins Nuala to explain what has happened, as does
Alison Lynch, head of content at Good Housekeeping
Magazine, who has not only written about the Claudia fashion
phenomenon, but has even dressed as Claudia in the Traitors
herself for a week.

Presenter: Nuala McGovern
Producer: Andrea Kidd

MON 11:00 The Tax Conundrum (m002lpds)
Episode 3: The Politics

What’s blocking us from solving the tax conundrum? Is it risk
averse Chancellors who don’t understand how their cynical
wheezes and compromises end up messing up the system and
holding back growth? Does the fault lie with backbench MPs -
like the anti-fuel duty campaigner Robert Halfon, once dubbed
the most expensive MP in Britain - who block sensible reform?
Does the fault lie with the media, who trumpet the cases of
losers from tax reform but ignore the much larger number of
winners? Or does it, in the end, come down to all of us - the
public? Do we simply not want our illusions to be challenged -
and will vote out of power any politician who attempts it? Do
we, in the end, get the tax system we deserve?

In the third and final episode of this Radio 4 series Ben Chu
gets deep into the political economy of taxation in Britain,
speaking to former Chancellor Philip Hammond and the former
top civil servant at the Treasury, Nick Macpherson about the
political reality of tax decision-making behind the door of 11
Downing Street. Ben also joins a focus group run by More in
Common to try to get a sense of how ordinary people really feel
about tax and its trade offs and to ask whether - as the former
Bank of England Governor Mervyn King argues - voters would
respect leaders who genuinely levelled with them on tax. He
also speaks to one politician - in Wales - who says he’s
determined to try something new on tax and who thinks he has
the courage and arguments to pull it off.

Presenter: Ben Chu
Producer: Caroline Bayley

Production co-ordinator: Janet Staples
Sound engineer: Rod Farquahar
Editor: Richard Vadon

Penn & Teller: Fool Us - Knife - Season 2 Episode 4 (2015)

MON 11:45 Intimate Histories by Hallie Rubenhold
(m002lpdv)
1. Peopled History

The historian and bestselling author of The Five and Story of a
Murder, Hallie Rubenhold examines what the subject of
‘history’ is and makes the case for keeping it personal.

Her previous books have also included The Covent Garden
Ladies which told the stories of the legion of ordinary women
whose lives in the sex trade history has chosen to ignore.

History, she argues, is so much more than the brave deeds of
‘Great Men’ as Thomas Carlyle would have us believe. It is
instead made up of the ordinary and the often unchronicled
lives of people who lived in the houses we live in, who travelled
the same streets, maybe planted the same fields and gardens.

Over five essays, Hallie makes a powerful case for the intimacy
of history. Careful research can reveal the crucial hinterland to
domestic objects which may be hundreds, even thousands, of
years old, but this also means that the objects belonging to us or
inherited from our parents and grandparents have stories to tell
and a role in revealing the social history of our own and recent
times.

Hallie Rubenhold was born and grew up in California, her
father is English and her mother was American. She studied
history in the US and at Leeds University and has lived in the
UK for most of her life. Her accent reflects a rich and complex
heritage, as nuanced as her work which seeks to give voice to a
whole range of hidden narratives often from the marginalized
or female side of history.

Written and read by Hallie Rubenhold
Produced by Jill Waters
The Waters Company for BBC Radio 4

MON 12:00 News Summary (m002lpdx)
The latest national and international news from BBC Radio 4.

MON 12:04 You and Yours (m002lpdz)
Oxbridge Learning, Energy Debt, Paved Gardens

More than 5000 students are unable to complete courses after
an online education company called Oxbridge Learning went
into administration earlier this month. Materials are still
available for students to use, but they cannot sit exams or
receive qualifications. It offered over 250 courses, including
GCSEs and A-Levels, as well as vocational diplomas in subjects
like counselling and accounting.

The energy regulator Ofgem has announced that it is going to
do more to help the most vulnerable people in debt to energy
companies. New figures show that energy debt and arrears in
England, Wales and Scotland rose by about 20% last year,
taking the total to around £4.4 billion. To combat this, Ofgem is
introducing a £5 surcharge to customer's gas and electricity
bills, which will go towards helping about 200,000 people in
debt.

If you live near a solar farm or wind turbines, you're paying
twice as much for the electricity it generates than what owners
of them are getting paid by energy firms, according to Energy
Local UK. They say that community-led small renewable
projects can tackle this and help people to cut their bills by
about 30%. There are now more than 30 across Great Britain,
we head to Dorset to visit one.

Should a refund automatically go to your chosen payment
method? Many customers are unhappy with fashion brand
Karen Millen’s refund process, which chooses a voucher as the
default option. It has caused many people to accidentally choose
this, leaving them with a voucher that cannot be changed at a
later date.

PRODUCER: CHARLIE FILMER-COURT
PRESENTER: WINIFRED ROBINSON

MON 12:57 Weather (m002lpf1)
The latest weather forecast

MON 13:00 World at One (m002lpf3)
Train attack suspect charged over two incidents

Suspect Anthony Williams, 32, faces ten counts of attempted
murder over the LNER attack as well as charges over a separate
attack on the DLR on the same day. Plus, Nigel Farage rewrites

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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Reform's economic prospectus, claiming the economy is on the
verge of collapse, and Sir Nicholas Hytner on his new film, The
Choral.

MON 13:45 Forgiveness: Stories from the Front Line
(m002lpf5)
1. Magen

Magen Inon has inherited his parents' belief that peace in Israel
and the Palestinian territories cannot be brought about by
revenge and violence. He has been sorely tested in this belief
since his parents, who had many friends and work colleagues in
the Palestinian and Bedouin communities, were brutally
murdered in their home on October 23rd 2023.

What does it mean to forgive when you must tell your children
that they will never see their beloved grandparents again?
Magen explains what he and his brothers and sisters went
through as a family to wrench something like forgiveness from
the appalling tragedy that engulfed them .

Presented by Marina Cantacuzino
Produced by Susan Marling
A Just Radio production for BBC Radio 4

MON 14:00 The Archers (m002lpf7)
[Repeat of broadcast at 19:00 on Sunday]

MON 14:15 Disordered (m001t9l6)
Series 1

Episode 2 - Light, Dark, Light

A comedy drama, written by Magnus Mackintosh, and starring
Jamie Sives as Hector, an optimistic but struggling 42-year-old
single father, with long-term mental health issues, who lives in
Edinburgh with his unusually bright 10-year-old son William.
He is aided by kindly friend and neighbour Susan and hindered
by acerbic ex-partner Amanda.

In episode two, Light, Dark, Light, Hector is frustrated in his
attempts to restore his benefits by his terminally unsympathetic
benefits advisor and winds up dealing with loan sharks and even
somebody helpful before finally the lights go out on him and
William. Hector then gets his hands on some cash from an
unlikely source, and, as ever, neighbour Susan and William are
on hand with plenty good advice.

The writer, Magnus Mackintosh, has personally struggled with
mental health issues over 27 years. He openly discusses his own
mental health issues on social media in the hope he can help
others and raise awareness.

Cast
Hector- Jamie Sives
Susan- Rosalind Sydney
Amanda- Gail Watson
William- Raffi Phillips
Thresher/Bert- Steven McNicoll
Advisor/Check out Person- Jenny Ryan
Gabriel- Moray Hunter
Dodgy- Gordon Kennedy

Studio Engineer and Editor- Lee McPhail
Production Manager- Tayler Norris
Title Music- Just Breathe by Police Dog Hogan
Produced and Directed by Moray Hunter and Gordon Kennedy

Recorded at Castlesound Studios, Pencaitland, East Lothian

An Absolutely production for BBC Radio 4.

MON 14:45 Scenes from a Childhood by Jon Fosse
(m001vm5j)
Episode Two: Scenes from a Childhood (Part Two)

A selection of connected short stories by the celebrated
Norwegian author Jon Fosse, winner of the 2023 Nobel Prize in
Literature - “for his innovative plays and prose which give voice
to the unsayable”. Minimalist and compelling, these pared-back
vignettes take us from infancy to awkward adolescence, skirting
the line between fiction and autobiography. Episodes one to
three draw stories from the titular story sequence 'Scenes from
a Childhood'; episodes four and five are taken from the story
'Little Sister'.

'the Beckett of the twenty-first century' - Le Monde

‘Fosse has been compared to Ibsen and to Beckett, and it is easy
to see his work as Ibsen stripped down to its emotional
essentials. But it is much more. For one thing, it has a fierce
poetic simplicity.’ - New York Times

Translated from the Norwegian by Damion Searls
Read by John Mackay

Produced by Mary Ward-Lowery and Mair Bosworth
Mixed by Ilse Lademann

MON 15:00 A Good Read (m002lpf9)
Nicola Sturgeon and Alistair McGowan

Two books featuring teenage killers feature this time. Nicola
Sturgeon MSP votes for Elif Shafak's Honour as her good read.
It details the reasons behind the so-called honour killing carried
out by a young Turkish Kurd living in London in the 1970s.
Nicola says it provides valuable cultural insight into the reasons
behind a particular form of violence against women.
His Bloody Project by Graeme Macrae Burnet is set in the
feudal system of the Highlands in the late 1800s where crofters
were at the mercy of the local Laird and his staff. Roddy's
father is barely eking out a living from a small patch of land
near Applecross. When his family's livelihood is threatened by a
local man exerting his power over them, Roddy commits a
brutal triple murder. Harriett enjoys it because it traces the
events leading up to the event and Roddy's subsequent trial
posing the question of whether he is legally insane or criminally
violent.
Something gentler is Alistair McGowan's choice. Fair Stood
The Wind For France is HE Bates' wartime novel of an RAF
airman crash landing in occupied France. As he recovers from
his injuries he falls for the daughter of a farming family who
take him in. Alistair believes Bates to be one of the finest
English writers of last century but being best known for The
Darling Buds of May says he's often overlooked.

Produced for BBC Audio in Bristol by Maggie Ayre

Photo credit: Charlotte Hadden

MON 15:30 Curious Cases (m002lpfc)
[Repeat of broadcast at 10:00 on Saturday]

MON 16:00 The Drug Trial That Went Wrong (m002j3xk)
[Repeat of broadcast at 13:30 on Sunday]

MON 16:30 Legend (m002lpfh)
[Repeat of broadcast at 10:30 on Saturday]

MON 17:00 PM (m002lpfk)
More details emerge about train stabbing suspect

Police confirm they are investigating Huntington suspect
Anthony Williams for three other incidents, including the
stabbing of a 14 year old on Friday. Plus: as Reform UK seeks
to refine its economic offering, we speak to the party's policy
chief Zia Yusuf.

MON 18:00 Six O'Clock News (m002lpfm)
Police investigate whether train stabbings suspect is linked to
three other incidents

Police are investigating whether the man charged with stabbing
people on a train on Saturday is linked to three other knife
incidents. Anthony Williams has appeared in court.

MON 18:30 Paul Sinha's Perfect Pub Quiz (m002lpfp)
Series 4

Desert Island Quiz

Paul Sinha tests his audience in Sunderland on their knowledge
of light bulbs, desert islands, and twin cities, and in return gets
tested on his knowledge of city mottos, Vikings and what you
cannot do with a giraffe in certain places in America.

Written and performed by Paul Sinha
Additional material: Oliver Levy
Additional questions: The Audience

Original music: Tim Sutton

Recording engineers: Sean Kerwin & Hamish Campbell
Mixed by Rich Evans
Producer: Ed Morrish

A Lead Mojo production for BBC Radio 4

MON 19:00 The Archers (m002ln3d)
Over-bright Henry teases Helen and Tom mercilessly about
their fragile state. As they gingerly drink their coffee, Helen
wonders what they were thinking – though they do agree it was
a good night. They turn their attention to arranging cover for
when they’re on the big family holiday. With Will and others
busy, Tom acknowledges ruefully that it’s causing a lot of
upheaval. Helen wonders again whether the boys could possibly
come on the trip but they soon discount it as not an option.

Helen can’t lie to their schools. Henry confirms later that he
really doesn’t want to go. It will give them all a bit of space; he
and Jack will have a good time being spoiled by Pat and Tony.
He also suggests George might be an option for covering the
work at Bridge Farm.

There’s an awkward encounter between George and Susan at the
church shop. Susan sighs as George quietly buys his goods and
leaves. To Susan’s surprise he returns minutes later on the
pretext of having forgotten something. He wonders whether the
shop still needs volunteers; he’d like to be considered. He’s
going mad at home and thinks villagers seeing him out and
about might help him be accepted again. It works for Susan and
she promises to run it past the committee. Later she reports to
Neil that they have a majority in favour. Neil cautions Susan to
be careful; is she sure this isn’t George manipulating her again?
Susan thinks George is being brave. She isn’t asking for Neil’s
permission – this is happening.

MON 19:15 Front Row (m002lpfr)
Zadie Smith and Brenda Blethyn live in studio

Zadie Smith talks about the art of the essay, as she publishes a
non-fiction collection, Dead and Alive.

Brenda Blethyn discusses her new film Dragonfly, for which
she's just been nominated for Best Joint Performance at the
British Independent Film Awards along with her co-star Andrea
Riseborough.

In the last of Front Row's interviews with the authors shortlisted
for the Booker Prize, Samira talks to Andrew Miller about his
novel The Land in Winter, set in the Big Freeze of I962-3.

Film scholar Ian Christie discusses the work of the
experimental British documentary filmmaker Peter Watkins,
who has died at the age of 90.

Presenter: Samira Ahmed
Producer: Harry Graham

MON 20:00 The Briefing Room (m002lff2)
How should we handle historic public inquiries?

When a disaster or serious event happens, such as the Grenfell
Tower fire, the Manchester Arena terrorist attack or the Covid
pandemic, you can be pretty sure that a public inquiry will
follow. They’re popular with the public as a means of
investigating serious state failure. And for Governments they
can be a good way of kicking a difficult issue into the long
grass, as usually by the time the inquiry is finished a different
set of politicians will have to deal with the report.

There are currently 25 public inquiries in progress in the UK
today - the most ever, with six announced so far this year. They
range from one into Scottish child abuse, which is the longest
current inquiry, to another into a police restraint death which
has just lost its chair and the lawyers working for the inquiry, to
Covid 19 - the largest currently underway. And which by the
end of June this year had cost 177 million pounds. David
Aaronovitch and guests discuss how these public inquiries
work, what they achieve and who, if anyone, benefits from
them?

Guests:

Judith Moritz: BBC Special Correspondent
Deborah Coles, Executive Director, INQUEST
Emma Norris, Director of Policy and Politics at IPPR think
tank,
Professor Lucy Easthope, emergency planner and responder and
visiting Professor at the Centre for Death and Society,
University of Bath.

Presenter: David Aaronovitch
Producers: Caroline Bayley, Kirsteen Knight, Cordelia
Hemming.
Sound engineer: Duncan Hannant
Editor: Richard Vadon.

MON 20:30 BBC Inside Science (m002lff4)
Is climate change to blame for Hurricane Melissa?

What’s been called the storm of the century - Hurricane Melissa
– has barrelled through Jamaica, Cuba, and the Bahamas over
the past two days. Hannah Cloke, Professor of Hydrology at the
University of Reading, explains whether Melissa was caused –
or made worse - by human-made climate change.

As the H5N1 bird flu season picks up across British farms,
virologist Ian Brown from the Pirbright Institute assesses its
threat and turns our attention to a largely ignored strain of bird
flu – H9N2 – which a recent study suggests is becoming
adapted to human cells.

The interstellar comet 3I/Atlas has inspired some bizarre

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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theories about alien life coming into our solar system. BBC
science journalist Roland Pease, who has been watching these
cosmic events and the pseudoscientific myths that follow in
their wake for decades, gives us his take.

And mathematician Katie Steckles brings us her favourite finds
from the world of science.

If you want to test your climate change knowledge, head to
bbc.co.uk search for BBC Inside Science and follow the links to
The Open University to take the quiz.

Presenter: Victoria Gill
Producers: Ella Hubber, Jonathan Blackwell, Tim Dodd
Editor: Martin Smith
Production Co-ordinator: Jana Bennett-Holesworth

MON 21:00 Start the Week (m002lpdl)
[Repeat of broadcast at 09:00 today]

MON 21:45 Café Hope (m002lpdn)
[Repeat of broadcast at 09:45 today]

MON 22:00 The World Tonight (m002lpft)
Tanzanian president sworn in despite protests

The Tanzanian president Samia Suluhu Hassan has been sworn
in despite protests over a disputed election, and reports that
hundreds of people have been killed in a crackdown by the
security forces. We hear from a former MP and diplomat who
has been in the country for weeks on holiday.

Also on the programme: the author Salman Rushdie speaks to
us ahead of the publication of his first work of fiction since
being stabbed three years ago. And, could a change in credit-
rating to include rental payments help young people get on the
housing ladder?

MON 22:45 O Now by Niall Williams (m002lpfw)
Episode One

A new original fiction serial specially commissioned by BBC
Radio 4 from the acclaimed Irish author Niall Williams. As
read by Dermot Crowley.

Four nights a week, Bat Considine calls on his neighbour
Mossie Crowe; a beloved widower known to all in the townland
of Faha by his grand-father name of Ganga. They sit by the fire
and, as Bat reads the newspaper aloud, wait to see which of
them will die first. One evening, the two old men make a pact in
the hope of one day being able to tell the other the mind of
God.

Author
Niall Williams is a best-selling and award-winning author. His
novels are often set in the fictional townland of Faha in County
Clare, Ireland. These include ‘A History of the Rain’ which was
long-listed for the Man Booker Prize 2015, ‘This Is Happiness’
which was nominated for The Irish Book Awards 2020 and ‘The
Time of The Child’ which won the Kerry Gold Irish Novel of
the Year 2025. He also recently adapted his novel ‘Four Letters
of Love’ into a 2025 film starring Pierce Brosnan and Helena
Bonham Carter.

Reader: Dermot Crowley
Writer: Niall Williams
Producer: Michael Shannon

A BBC Audio Northern Ireland production for BBC Radio 4.

MON 23:00 Limelight (m0025dw1)
Aldrich Kemp and The Rose of Pamir

5. At the Roof of the World

The race across the world for the mysterious and elusive Rose
of Pamir reaches the Pamir Mountains and facilitates a family
reunion.

Chapter Five: At The Roof of The World

Mountain-top scuffles as loyalties are tested and all is finally
revealed.

Clara Page - Phoebe Fox
Aldrich Kemp – Ferdinand Kingsley
Mrs Boone – Nicola Walker
Sebastian Harcourt – Kyle Soller
Nakesha Kemp – Karla Crome
Aunt Lily – Susan Jameson
The Underwood Sisters – Jana Carpenter
Lionel – Steven Mackintosh
Selina – Catherine Kanter
Hazlitt – Ben Crowe

Sabine Seah – Bec Boey

Written and directed by Julian Simpson
Music composed by Tim Elsenburg.

Sound Design: David Thomas
Producer: Sarah Tombling
Production Assistant: Ethan Elsenburg
Executive Producer: Karen Rose

New episodes available on Fridays. Listen first on BBC Sounds

A Sweet Talk production for BBC Radio 4

MON 23:30 Today in Parliament (m002lpfy)
Mandy Baker reports as the Home Secretary condemns the train
attack as the 'worst of humanity' - and the Prime Minister vows
that a new bill will stop cover-ups by the state.

TUESDAY 04 NOVEMBER 2025

TUE 00:00 Midnight News (m002lpg0)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

TUE 00:30 Intimate Histories by Hallie Rubenhold
(m002lpdv)
[Repeat of broadcast at 11:45 on Monday]

TUE 00:48 Shipping Forecast (m002lpg2)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

TUE 01:00 Selection of BBC World Service Programmes
(m002lpg4)
BBC Radio 4 presents a selection of news and current affairs,
arts and science programmes from the BBC World Service.

TUE 05:00 News Summary (m002lpg6)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

TUE 05:04 Yesterday in Parliament (m002lpg8)
Susan Hulme reports as MPs reflect on Saturday's knife attack
on a train in Cambridgeshire, MPs hold their first debate on a
new law prompted by the Hillsborough disaster and Northern
Ireland's Education Minister faces a possible vote of no
confidence.

TUE 05:34 Shipping Forecast (m002lpgb)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

TUE 05:43 Prayer for the Day (m002lpgd)
Ice bath utterances

A spiritual comment and prayer to start the day with Daniel
Sibthorpe

Good morning

I regularly swim outdoors, but at this time of the year, that
means I’m also a cold water swimmer, one of those adventurous
people who take ice cold plunges to kick start their day,
supposedly. Where I swim, the seasonal changes have shifted
the marine lake's visitors from families and sunbathers to either
dedicated winter swimmers or newcomers trying it for the first
time. Upon entering the water, the sounds are quite similar:
shrieks of shock or joy, mostly the former, along with a fair
amount of swearing. This unusual behaviour is occurring
throughout the U.K. this morning, but it is not as new as it
might seem.

St. Congar, who was born around 470 AD, was a Welsh abbot
who crossed the Bristol Channel to settle in Somerset and
establish a monastery. Each day, he would enter the cold waters
of the local river and remain there until he had recited the
Lord’s Prayer three times. After this daily ritual, he would
industriously get on with his work, transforming the area's
marshes into fertile fields.

Like St Congar, when encountering today's challenges, whether
they arise unexpectedly or are of our own making, we too are
confronted with a choice. After the initial shock wears off, do
we respond with anger and frustration, or do we try to refocus
and seek solace through prayer? Are we criticizing God for not
preventing these situations, or are we calling upon Him for
help?

So today I pray that faced with trials or challenges, we can
handle the shock, recover our equilibrium, pray, and endure.

Amen

TUE 05:45 Farming Today (m002lpgg)
04/11/25 Seasonal workers, seed merchant, farm profitability.

The government's announced the number of agricultural
seasonal workers visas allowed for the UK for next year. 41,000
visas will be made available for horticulture and 1,900 for
poultry. It's slightly lower than the current allowance, but the
National Farmers Union has welcomed the announcement,
saying it has been made in good time, so farms can organise
recruitment ahead of next year's harvest. However the NFU
says if the horticulture sector is to grow, it will need more
workers in the future - and it is still waiting for details of a five-
year plan from the government.

All this week, we are talking about seeds. Today we visit a seed
merchant who specialises in grass and wildflower mixes for
environmental schemes. We hear how the business is affected
by checks at the EU border and uncertainty over agri-
environment schemes.

How can farms stay profitable? And if the answer is by
providing something other than food, what are the implications
for domestic food production? After warnings that UK food
production could drop by almost a third by 2050, we speak to a
farmer who's moved away from growing fruit and cereals to
diversify into a range of businesses to keep the farm afloat.

Presenter = Anna Hill
Producer = Rebecca Rooney

TUE 06:00 Today (m002ln2q)
News and current affairs, including Sports Desk, Weather and
Thought for the Day.

TUE 09:00 The Life Scientific (m002ln2s)
Julia Simner on tasty words and hearing colours

Imagine if you were listening to an opera or a Taylor Swift
concert, and as the lights in the auditorium dimmed, the music
was accompanied by a rainbow of colours only you could see.
Perhaps while listening to your friends talking, you
simultaneously experience a smorgasbord of tastes, with
different words evoking different flavours, maybe a delicious
ice cream, or something as disgusting as ear wax...
This merging of the senses is known as synaesthesia, and it’s the
rich research world of neuropsychologist Professor Julia
Simner. Julia runs the Multisense lab at the University of Sussex
and has pioneered research into understanding how special
brains process our sensory world in special ways. In the studio
she tests Jim to see if he might be a synaesthete or have
aphantasia, which is the inability to view images in the mind’s
eye. The results are surprising.
 Julia’s discovered links to autism, and to different personality
types, as well as a number of previously unknown sensory
differences.
She describes her career and her life as a series of swerves, or
sliding door moments, that have led her to study the subject and
the people she’s passionate about. She says that the more she
looks for these unusual traits in us the more she finds.

Presenter Jim Al-Khalili
Producer Geraldine Fitzgerald
Executive Producer Alexandra Feachem

TUE 09:30 All in the Mind (m002ln2v)
Are mental health classes in schools working?

It is now compulsory for schools across the UK to teach
children about mental health and wellbeing. Whilst it might
seem like classes for everyone on these topics might be helpful,
a new study has found that in some cases, they may actually be
worsening mental health problems. How could this be? Claudia
Hammond is joined by Dr Lucy Foulkes to discuss the possible
reasons why.

Listener Paul got in touch to ask why some drivers get road
rage. What is it about being in a car that makes people see red?
On hand to answer is traffic psychologist Professor Dwight
Hennessy, who has been studying the phenomenon for years.

And Claudia is joined in the studio by Catherine Loveday,
Professor of Cognitive Neuroscience at the University of
Westminster. Catherine brings us new research looking at how
we remember emotional memories and why musicians show a
higher resistance to pain. Plus, we reflect on some of your
feedback on hoarding disorder.

Presenter: Claudia Hammond
Producer: Sophie Ormiston
Editor: Ilan Goodman
Studio Manager: Donald MacDonald
Production coordinator: Jana Bennett-Holesworth

TUE 10:00 Woman's Hour (m002ln2x)
Teenage boys and AI, Lynsey Addario, Choking porn law

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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A survey of boys in secondary schools by Male Allies UK has
found that just over a third said they were considering the idea
of an AI friend. With growing concern about the rise of AI
therapists and girlfriends, Lee Chambers, the founder and chief
executive of Male Allies UK, and feminist sociologist Professor
Jessica Ringrose, join Nuala McGovern to discuss the potential
effect these AI companions could have on the mental health of
teenage boys.

Pornography featuring strangulation or suffocation - often
called choking - is due to be criminalised across the UK as part
of government plans to tackle violence against women and girls.
It follows an independent review which found depictions of
choking were "rife" on mainstream porn sites and had helped
normalise the act among young people. Gemma Kelly, policy
consultant on the review, and Professor Clare McGlynn, leading
expert on VAWG and gender equality, discuss.

The latest edition of the popular Football Manager video game
features female football players and managers for the first time
in its history. The game has been played by 19 million people
and has origins that go back 30 years. We hear from Tina
Keech, head of women's football research at Sports Interactive,
the company behind Football Manager.

Over the past 25 years Pulitzer Prize-winning war photographer
Lynsey Addario has covered almost every major conflict of the
modern era. She’s been kidnapped twice - once in Iraq and once
in Libya - yet continues to return to the frontlines, driven to tell
the stories of those caught in conflict. A new documentary,
Love + War, follows her extraordinary career and what it’s like
returning home at the end of an assignment to ‘normal’ life with
her partner and two children.

Presenter: Nuala McGovern
Producer: Kirsty Starkey

TUE 11:00 Screenshot (m002lfjs)
Frankenstein

Ellen and Mark explore the enduring appeal of Frankenstein.

Mark speaks to director Guillermo Del Toro on his new
adaptation of the classic novel and why the Frankenstein story
has had such an influence on his career.

Ellen then talks to critic Anne Billson about the history of
Frankenstein throughout cinema history as well as speaking to
director Bomani J. Story on his interpretation in his film, The
Angry Black Girl and her Monster.

Producer: Queenie Qureshi-Wales
A Prospect Street production for BBC Radio 4

TUE 11:45 Intimate Histories by Hallie Rubenhold
(m002ln2z)
2. Unforgettable

The historian and bestselling author of The Five and Story of a
Murder, Hallie Rubenhold examines what the subject of
‘history’ is and makes the case for keeping it personal.

Her previous books have also included The Covent Garden
Ladies which told the stories of the legion of ordinary women
whose lives in the sex trade history has chosen to ignore.

History, she argues, is so much more than the brave deeds of
‘Great Men’ as Thomas Carlyle would have us believe. It is
instead made up of the ordinary and the often unchronicled
lives of people who lived in the houses we live in, who travelled
the same streets, maybe planted the same fields and gardens.

Over five essays, Hallie makes a powerful case for the intimacy
of history. Careful research can reveal the crucial hinterland to
domestic objects which may be hundreds, even thousands, of
years old, but this also means that the objects belonging to us or
inherited from our parents and grandparents have stories to tell
and a role in revealing the social history of our own and recent
times.

Hallie Rubenhold was born and grew up in California, her
father is English and her mother was American. She studied
history in the US and at Leeds University and has lived in the
UK for most of her life. Her accent reflects a rich and complex
heritage, as nuanced as her work which seeks to give voice to a
whole range of hidden narratives often from the marginalized
or female side of history.

Written and read by Hallie Rubenhold
Produced by Jill Waters
The Waters Company for BBC Radio 4

TUE 12:00 News Summary (m002ln32)
The latest national and international news from BBC Radio 4.

TUE 12:04 You and Yours (m002ln34)
Call You & Yours: How are you planning for Christmas this
year?

It's our weekly phone in today and we're asking: "How are you
planning for Christmas this year?"

A survey by MoneySupermarket found one in ten said they'd be
using credit to spread the cost of christmas this year. The survey
asked 1000 people about their spending plans and 9% of them
said they would be using Buy Now Pay Later too.
People also mentioned worries about the price of socialising,
eating and drinking out because that has become much more
expensive.

But it's not just about money - sometimes you want to change
how you celebrate Christmas. What are you prioritising, and
who are you prioritising this year to make sure you have an
enjoyable and relaxing festive period? Have you decided to try
something different? Perhaps go overseas, or volunteer locally
to help people who perhaps don't have the money or family to
have that picture postcard Christmas we see on TV.

Tell us - "How are you planning for Christmas this year?"

You can call us 03700 100 444 after 11am

Or email us youandyours@bbc.co.uk

PRESENTER: WINIFRED ROBINSON
PRODUCER: LYDIA THOMAS

TUE 12:57 Weather (m002ln36)
The latest weather forecast

TUE 13:00 World at One (m002ln38)
News, analysis and comment from BBC Radio 4

TUE 13:45 Forgiveness: Stories from the Front Line
(m002ln3b)
2. Lis

Marina Cantacuzino believes that self forgiveness can be the
hardest sort. She talks to Lis Cashin whose years growing up
were utterly spoiled by an accident in which she killed a
schoolfriend when she was 13.

Believing herself to be to blame for the death, Lis's life became
one of self destruction until events allowed her to forgive
herself and achieve happiness in middle age.

Presented by Marina Cantacuzino
Produced by Susan Marling
A Just Radio production for BBC Radio 4

TUE 14:00 The Archers (m002ln3d)
[Repeat of broadcast at 19:00 on Monday]

TUE 14:15 Drama on 4 (m002ln3g)
The Dagenham Porkchop

Ronny Moffat aka The Dagenham Porkchop, a once superstar
wrestler is living on crumbs, working the holiday camp circuit.
When his past body-slams back into his life, Ronny has to
wrestle with more than just a 20 stone athlete in a leotard.

CAST
Ronny 'The Dagenham Porkchop' Moffat - Robert Glenister
Terry 'The Pharaoh' - Ron Cook
Virginia 'Vampire' Dawson - Lisa Palfrey
Lorraine - Holli Dempsey
Ray 'Elvis' Evans - Dean Rehman
Tom - Dean Coulson
Dickie Davies, Kent Walton, The Holidaymaker - Dick
Bradnum

Production Coordinator: Lindsay Rees
Sound Design: Nigel Lewis
Producer: John Norton

A BBC Audio Wales Production

TUE 15:00 History's Heroes (m002ln3j)
History's Toughest Heroes

Hugh Glass: The Real Story of The Revenant

The real-life Revenant who survived a savage bear mauling and
crawled hundreds of miles across the American plains to
confront the scoundrels who abandoned him.

In History's Toughest Heroes, Ray Winstone tells ten true
stories of adventurers, rebels and survivors who lived life on the

edge.

Immortalised by Leonardo DiCaprio in the 2015 blockbuster
movie, the real-life Hugh Glass is still a bit of a mystery. This
fur trapper and great mountain man of the Wild West became
famous in his own lifetime for being absurdly tough – the
legend went that he'd escaped pirates, been schooled by native
tribes in survival on the often brutal American Plains. He was
savaged by a bear, and crawled 200 miles to wreak bitter
vengeance on the men who abandoned him.

A BBC Studios production for BBC Radio 4 and BBC Sounds.

Producer: Suniti Somaiya
Development Producer: Georgina Leslie
Executive Producer: Paul Smith
Written by Imogen Robertson
Commissioning editor for Radio 4: Rhian Roberts

TUE 15:30 Heart and Soul (w3ct6vp8)
Digitally preserving Armenia’s Christian heritage

In the ancient Yererouk Basilica in Armenia, near the border
with Turkey, young engineers are filming. Using 3D digital
technology, they’re scanning every part of the building. When
the material is put together, it will recreate the church on a
screen, in full-colour and in three dimensions.

This is the digital preservation initiative, created by TUMO, the
Center for Creative Technologies, based in Armenia’s capital
Yerevan. It’s training young people to use new technology, but
also connecting Armenian teenagers with their 2000-year-old
Christian heritage.

Armenia was the first kingdom to adopt Christianity as its state
religion. But in 2023, the country lost control of numerous
important religious sites, when the province of Nagorno-
Karabakh was taken over by neighbouring Muslim Azerbaijan.
The mountainous enclave, known as Artsakh to Armenians, has
long been a disputed territory between the two countries.
Despite the new peace agreement signed recently, the province
is still closed to Armenians. International observers using
satellite technology say dozens of important Christian sites have
been damaged or destroyed.

For Heart and Soul, Julia Paul travels to Armenia to find out
how drones and lasers are helping young Armenians to connect
to and preserve their ancient Christian heritage, at a time when
many sites are being silently erased from the map.

[Credit: Julia Paul. Photo Description: The team of engineers
from digital preservation initiative at the TUMO Center for
Creative Technologies, at Yererouk basilica in Armenia’s
Shirak province.]

Producer/Presenter: Julia Paul
Executive Producer: Rajeev Gupta
Editor: Chloe Walker
Production Coordinator: Mica Nepomuceno

TUE 16:00 Artworks (m002ln3m)
Painting with Scissors

Forget nursery school, round ended scissors and glue sticks –
collage is sophisticated, political, complicated and underrated.

So much modern music, audio and film making involves taking
bits from everywhere, splicing them up, reassembling and
layering them to create new meaning.  Art historian, critic and
writer Ruth Millington uncovers the history of collage. Where
did it begin and why did it become the essential creative
medium for outsiders and revolutionaries?

Ever since Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque began to stick
bits of found materials into their painting, collage has allowed
artists to access bold new ideas. Dada artists used collage and
photomontage to criticise German culture after the First World
War. The surrealists used collage to access their inner minds.
The pop artists, like Peter Blake, used the juxtaposition of
images, from commercials to literature, to challenge ideas on
the avant-garde.

From The Beatles and Rolling Stones album covers to radical
feminist artists like Linder and Chila Singh Burman, collage has
been used to make new ideas recognisable and to play with
meaning and context. John Stezaker has used collage to find a
third space, a way of reclaiming the image in a world which is
saturated by visual displays.

Today, digital artists like Cold War Steve create collages on
social media that reflect the work of the early Dada artists
Hannah Höch and John Heartfield. We see collages on our
social feeds, hear sound montages and samples in hip-hop and
pop and watch videos which cut together art, film, photos and
text. Collage is now everywhere we look, but it still has
disruptive powers. Ruth takes her scissors, scalpel and glue to
find out why collage matters.

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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Presented by Ruth Millington
Produced by Melvin Rickarby and Helen Lennard
A True Thought production for BBC Radio 4

TUE 16:30 What's Up Docs? (m002ln3p)
How can you look after your amazing heart?

In a special episode recorded in front of an audience at the BBC
Radio Theatre in London, What's up Docs? explores the
wonders of the human heart.

"The heart is more than just a pump- it's a marvel of
engineering and history, and in this episode, we're pulling it
apart to see how it all works!”

Join Drs Chris and Xand van Tulleken as they discover how
reliable the human heart can be, beating on average a hundred
thousand times a day - that's more than 2.5 billion beats in a
lifetime!

The doctors are joined on stage by two guests - Sian Harding is
Emeritus Professor of Cardiac Pharmacology at the National
Heart and Lung Institute, Imperial College London. She is also
author of the book “The Exquisite Machine: the new science of
the heart”. Also taking part is Professor Stephen Westaby, one
of the world's leading heart surgeons. Over the course of his
career, he has performed over 11,000 heart operations and is
renowned for his ground-breaking work in artificial heart
technology.

Together they'll look back at the history of heart surgery, reveal
some of the latest breakthroughs in heart science and surgery,
including the future of artificial hearts, and discuss how best to
look after your own heart.

If you want to get in touch, you can email us at
whatsupdocs@bbc.co.uk or WhatsApp us on 08000 665 123.

Presenters: Drs Chris and Xand van Tulleken
Guests Professor Sian Harding and Professor Stephen Westaby
Producer: Maia Miller-Lewis
Executive Producer: Rami Tzabar
Editor: Jo Rowntree
Researcher: Grace Revil
Tech Lead: Reuben Huxtable
Social Media Producer: Leon Gower
Digital Lead: Richard Berry
Composer: Phoebe McFarlane
Sound Design: Melvin Rickarby

At the BBC:
Assistant Commissioner: Greg Smith
Commissioning Editor: Rhian Roberts

A Loftus Media production for BBC Radio 4

TUE 17:00 PM (m002ln3r)
Chancellor rolls the pitch for tax rises

Rachel Reeves hints that taxes will rise in the budget, despite
Labour's election manifesto pledge. Plus, Tommy Robinson is
acquitted of a terrorism charge. Should it ever have been
brought to court? And ahead of her memoir's publication, Patti
Smith reflects on family and making music with Bruce
Springsteen.

TUE 18:00 Six O'Clock News (m002ln3t)
The Chancellor hints that taxes will go up for millions

The Chancellor, Rachel Reeves, has warned voters that she will
need to make what she described as "necessary choices" to
balance the books, in the Budget, three weeks tomorrow. She
took the rare step of publicly laying out her thinking at
Downing Street - a move that has been widely interpreted as
preparing the ground for tax rises. Ms Reeves refused to rule
out breaking Labour's manifesto pledge to not increase income
tax, VAT or National Insurance. The Conservatives said the
Chancellor had delivered a "laundry list of excuses" and did not
need to put up taxes.

TUE 18:30 Mark Steel's in Town (m002ln3w)
Series 14

5. Lerwick (Shetland part 1)

For the fifth stop of the series, Mark travels to Lerwick, the
capital of Shetland, perched at the far edge of Britain, where
everyone’s on first-name terms with the fog.

It’s a place where Viking heritage meets oil rigs and knitting
patterns, where the winter fire festival Up Helly Aa lights up
the darkness, and where the locals are masters of making their
own fun.

This is the first of Mark’s two shows from Shetland, recorded in

front of an audience in Lerwick. Later in the series he’ll also be
visiting Unst, the UK’s most northerly inhabited island.

This is the 14th series of Mark's award winning show where he
travels around the country visiting towns that have nothing in
common but their uniqueness. After thoroughly researching
each town, Mark writes and performs a bespoke evening of
comedy for a local audience.

As well as Shetland, in this series, Mark be will also be popping
to Oakham in Rutland, Wrexham, Lewisham and Cambridge.

There will also be extended versions of each episode available
on BBC Sounds.

Written and performed by Mark Steel

Additional material by Pete Sinclair
Production co-ordinators Caroline Barlow and Katie Baum
Sound Manager Jerry Peal
Producer Carl Cooper

A BBC Studios production for Radio 4

TUE 19:00 The Archers (m002ln3y)
Tom and Helen worry over whether to employ George. Alice
interrupts them with a question about the Scotland trip. Chris
has agreed to have Martha, so Alice is now looking forward to
joining the party. She confirms with Tom his offer to drive one
of the vehicles. Alice detects their quiet mood and knows
something’s up. Helen tells her they’re struggling to find cover
on the farm, and Tom admits they’re considering George. Alice
reassures them – she honestly doesn’t mind, if they think
George is the best person for the job. Helen’s relieved; they
don’t want Alice upset. Alice assures them she’s fine, though
others might not be quite so sanguine about it. Helen’s not
convinced, telling Tom they’ll have to think again. Tom spots
Mick and has an idea.

Apprehensive George turns up for his first day at the shop,
admitting how nervous he is. Susan tells Alan she’s shaking like
a leaf, though he reassures her it doesn’t show. George prepares
to serve his first customer, Mick. However, Mick refuses to buy
from him. Susan urges him to treat George with the same
respect as the other volunteers, but Mick declares he doesn’t
respect George, and he leaves. George doesn’t want the shop to
lose customers on his account. Susan asserts he’ll be a valuable
addition to the team, offering him some shifts. George is
grateful to Susan for sticking up for him. Susan assures him it
wasn’t special treatment. Alan praises Susan’s handling of the
situation. Susan just hopes George will forgive them.

TUE 19:15 Front Row (m002ln40)
Sarah Snook, Riz Ahmed and return of Play for Today

Riz Ahmed is one of his generation’s great British actors. He
starred alongside Jake Gyllenhaal in Nightcrawler, before
landing roles in big budget films from Jason Bourne to Rogue
One. For his latest role, Ahmed has teamed up with director
David McKenzie to play a man who works as a broker between
whistleblowers and the companies who want their secrets
returned.
As Shiv in Succession, the scheming daughter of the Logan Roy
dynasty, Sarah Snook was an integral part of one of the most
critically acclaimed TV ensembles of recent years. But Snook
has gone back to the small screen- in All Her Fault, Snook plays
Marisa Irvine, a mother who faces her worst nightmare when
her four year old son goes missing.
Between 1970 and 1984, BBC1’s experimental drama strand
Play for Today created what is now regarded as classic British
drama. It helped launch the careers of many celebrated writers,
directors and actors including Helen Mirren, Alison Steadman,
Ray Winstone and more. Play for Today has now been revived,
with four new dramas being broadcast in the coming weeks by
Channel 5. We hear from Paul Testar, the commissioner of the
new Play for Today strand; Tom May who made Play for Today
the subject of his PhD and Margaret Matheson, a producer of
the strand in the 1970s.

Presenter: Nick Ahad
Producer: Ekene Akalawu

TUE 20:00 File on 4 Investigates (m002ln42)
Chemsex: Hidden Pleasures, Hidden Harms

File on Four explores the risks some gay men are taking by
habitually mixing their sex lives with drug use. The practice,
known as Chemsex has been on the gay scene for more than a
decade. It involves taking illegal and addictive substances like
Crystal Meth and GHB.

While the programme hears from some who say they can
manage their use and it heightens their sexual pleasure, others
are falling into destructive patterns of addiction, decline and
even death.

Reporter Mobeen Azhar tries to assess the scale of the problem
and hears from medical professionals who fear it could be a
crisis that’s going under the radar.

Presenter: Mobeen Azhar
Producer: Alex Collins
Sound: Nicky Edwards
Production Coordinator: Tim Fernley
Editor: Nick Holland

TUE 20:40 In Touch (m002ln44)
A Dog for the Blind

We at In Touch have increasingly been hearing from people
who say that if you're totally or near totally blind, you are
harder to pair with a suitable guide dog and are being given
lesser priority over people with more vision. These impressions
have been circulating for a while and so we address them with
Guide Dogs' Deputy Chief Executive Officer Peter Osborne.

Presenter: Peter White
Producer: Beth Hemmings
Production Coordinator: Kim Agostino
Website image description: Peter White sits smiling in the
centre of the image and he is wearing a dark green jumper.
Above Peter's head is the BBC logo (three separate white
squares house each of the three letters). Bottom centre and
overlaying the image are the words "In Touch" and the Radio 4
logo (the word ‘radio’ in a bold white font, with the number 4
inside of a white circle). The background is a bright mid-blue
with two rectangles angled diagonally to the right. Both are
behind Peter, one is a darker blue and the other is a lighter blue.

TUE 21:00 Illuminated (m002ln46)
[Repeat of broadcast at 19:15 on Sunday]

TUE 21:30 The Bottom Line (m002lfdk)
Productivity: How Can British Business Work Smarter?

Productivity drives prosperity, yet the UK continues to lag
behind countries like the US, France and Germany. We work
harder, yet produce less than our peers. In this episode, Evan
Davis and guests discuss what productivity really looks like in
practice – from offices and factories to call centres and
operating theatres. And ask whether AI could be the boost
Britain's economy needs.

Guests:
Katy Davies, Managing Director, Cap Air Systems
Louise Stead, Group Chief Executive, Royal Surrey and
Ashford and St Peter’s NHS Foundation Trusts
Sameer Vuyyuru, Chief AI and Product Officer, Capita

Production team:
Presenter: Evan Davis
Producer: Sally Abrahams
Production Co-ordinator: Katie Morrison
Sound engineers: Dafydd Evans and Duncan Hannant
Editor: Justine Lang

TUE 22:00 The World Tonight (m002ln48)
Is New York facing a political earthquake?

New Yorkers could redraw the US’s political faultlines today if
the left-wing frontrunner for city mayor, Zohran Mamdani,
defeats former state governor Andrew Cuomo. Donald Trump
has already set his sights on Mamdani, threatening to withdraw
federal funding form New York City if the 34-year-old
democratic socialist wins the mayoralty. We hear from one of
Mamdani’s informal advisers, Patrick Gaspard. 

Also on the programme: the BBC exposes an organised crime
network behind high street shops involved in fraud, tax evasion
and illegal working; and Dick Cheney, one of the most powerful
US Vice Presidents of all time, has died. We hear from a close
aide who was with him on 9/11.

TUE 22:45 O Now by Niall Williams (m002ln4b)
Episode Two

A new original fiction serial specially commissioned by BBC
Radio 4 from the acclaimed Irish author Niall Williams. As
read by Dermot Crowley.

Four nights a week, Bat Considine calls on his neighbour
Mossie Crowe; a beloved widower known to all in the townland
of Faha by his grand-father name of Ganga. They sit by the fire
and, as Bat reads the newspaper aloud, wait to see which of
them will die first. One evening, the two old men make a pact in
the hope of one day being able to tell the other the mind of
God.

Author
Niall Williams is a best-selling and award-winning author. His
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novels are often set in the fictional townland of Faha in County
Clare, Ireland. These include ‘A History of the Rain’ which was
long-listed for the Man Booker Prize 2015, ‘This Is Happiness’
which was nominated for The Irish Book Awards 2020 and ‘The
Time of The Child’ which won the Kerry Gold Irish Novel of
the Year 2025. He also recently adapted his novel ‘Four Letters
of Love’ into a 2025 film starring Pierce Brosnan and Helena
Bonham Carter.

Reader: Dermot Crowley
Writer: Niall Williams
Producer: Michael Shannon

A BBC Audio Northern Ireland production for BBC Radio 4.

TUE 23:00 Uncanny (m002m2sm)
Series 5

Case 2: Old Jim

12-year-old Louise lives with her mum in a remote house on the
Yorkshire moors. They’re plagued by terrifying and seemingly
inexplicable phenomena, but Louise’s mum resolutely refuses
talk about it, and warns her not to tell anyone else. Events
escalate, until even her mother can’t ignore what's happening.
Who, or what, is living in the house with them?

Written and presented by Danny Robins
Experts: Bridget Christie and Peter Laws
Editing and sound design: Charlie Brandon-King
Music: Evelyn Sykes
Theme music by Lanterns on the Lake
Commissioning executive: Paula McDonnell
Commissioning editor: Rhian Roberts
Produced by Danny Robins and Simon Barnard

A Bafflegab and Uncanny Media production for BBC Radio 4

TUE 23:30 Today in Parliament (m002ln4f)
Susan Hulme reports as MPs question the chancellor about
possible measures in the forthcoming Budget.

WEDNESDAY 05 NOVEMBER 2025

WED 00:00 Midnight News (m002ln4h)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

WED 00:30 Intimate Histories by Hallie Rubenhold
(m002ln2z)
[Repeat of broadcast at 11:45 on Tuesday]

WED 00:48 Shipping Forecast (m002ln4k)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

WED 01:00 Selection of BBC World Service Programmes
(m002ln4m)
BBC Radio 4 presents a selection of news and current affairs,
arts and science programmes from the BBC World Service.

WED 05:00 News Summary (m002ln4p)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

WED 05:04 Yesterday in Parliament (m002ln4r)
Alicia McCarthy reports from Westminster as the chancellor
faces questions from MPs about whether she'll raise income tax,
national insurance or VAT in the Budget.

WED 05:34 Shipping Forecast (m002ln4t)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping.

WED 05:43 Prayer for the Day (m002ln4w)
15 minutes of grace

A spiritual comment and prayer to start the day with Daniel
Sibthorpe

Good morning

There seems to be a new trend in my area to charge for parking.
Whilst reading the terms and conditions on one of those shiny
new signs, I was struck by this sentence. “Free parking for 15
minutes, no grace thereafter”.

The word 'grace' has many meanings, but for me, it’s something
I associate more with church than car parks.

In my own life, I often run out of grace. I reach the end of my
patience with someone or a particular situation. I feel I’ve done

enough, listened enough, empathized enough. Usually for me I
become unkind and start dictating solutions.

Perhaps because of this, I can feel that God is like this with
me—of course there is a period of grace where I can do stupid
things and still receive mercy and love but this is obviously
limited and could run out at any minute.

Charles Wesley, the great Methodist hymn writer, would not
agree. Writing these amazing lines.

He left his Father's throne above — so free, so infinite his grace
—
Emptied himself of all but love, and bled for Adam's helpless
race.
'Tis mercy all, immense and free; for, O my God, it found out
me!

It is a wonderful thing to understand that there is no limit to
God’s grace.

So, today I pray that despite our mistakes and failures we would
find that goodness and mercy are still following us, that we
develop greater patience with ourselves and others and that we
would dwell in the ‘grace filled’ house of the Lord forever.

Amen

WED 05:45 Farming Today (m002ln4y)
05/11/25 Preparedness for animal disease, bird flu housing
order, seeds, oat genome.

As the number of bird flu cases across the country rises,
DEFRA has announced bird keepers across England must house
all poultry and captive birds if they keep more than 50 birds.
Avian influenza is just one of the animal disease threats raised
in a new report by the House of Commons Public Accounts
Committee. It says the government would not be ready for a
serious national disease outbreak like BSE or foot and mouth
because resources have been focused on tackling ongoing
outbreaks of avian influenza and bluetongue.

All week we're taking a closer look at the start of the farming
process; seeds. Most farmers buy seeds of some kind whether
it's growing a crop for us to eat, or grass seed for pasture, or
wildflower mixes for pollinators. However growing crops to
produce the seeds that farmers plant, is just as important. We
visit a farmer in South Wales who's diversified and now
supplies other farmers with wildflower and grass seed mixes.

Plant scientists have mapped the genome of oats. Academics at
the University of Aberystwyth say it will help plant breeders
develop varieties better suited to cope with disease and climate
change.

Presenter = Anna Hill
Producer = Rebecca Rooney

WED 06:00 Today (m002ln7f)
News and current affairs, including Sports Desk, Weather and
Thought for the Day.

WED 09:00 Life Changing (m002ln7h)
I shook hands with the man who nearly killed me

It was a summer evening in 2014, when four men barged into
Paul Kohler’s family home and began a savage assault on him.
They believed erroneously that he had a large amount of money
hidden there. The speed of the police response meant that Paul
was saved from almost certain death, and the four men were
later arrested, charged and imprisoned. Although he felt
vindicated by the sentencing, Paul’s worldview was changed
forever when he and his family were invited to visit one of the
attackers in prison, as part of a Restorative Justice scheme.

In an episode recorded in front of a live audience at the Hay
Literary Festival, Paul tells Dr Sian Williams about that Life
Changing confrontation, and how frustration with the way his
ordeal was reported led to him into politics.

Producer: Tom Alban

WED 09:30 The History Podcast (m002kt8j)
The Magnificent O'Connors

6. Undermine, Explain or Accept

Ragnar and the family try to understand what the confession
from the basement means. Is it the truth? Or was it just another
story that Jimmy spun? Determined to find something to
disprove the statement, they head to the National Archive in
search of answers.

While the family have been grappling with the confession and
what it means for them, Louise Shorter has been going through

the evidence around the case with an experienced Kings
Council. And what they have to say could put new life in a story
that’s over 80 years old. The question is, do the O’Connors have
one more fight in them?

Presenter: Ragnar O’Connor
Producer: Emily Esson, Victoria McArthur
Research: Elizabeth Ann Duffy, Louise Yeoman
Script Assistant and Additional Research: Marisha Currie
Script Writers: Emily Esson, Jack Kibble-White
Original Music: Lomond Campbell
Theme Music: Barry Jackson
Addition mixing and sound effects: Charlie McPhee, Kayleigh
Raphel
Story Consultant: Jack Kibble-White
Script Editor: Graham Russell
Executive Editor: Gillian Wheelan
Commissioning Executive: Tracy Williams
Commissioning Editor: Dan Clarke

A BBC Audio Scotland production for BBC Radio 4

Thanks to Cheryl Field, Richard Field and Kirsty Williams

WED 10:00 Woman's Hour (m002ln7k)
Margaret Atwood memoir, Racism in public services, Is having
a boyfriend embarassing?

In Margaret Atwood’s 64-year career she has published world-
renowned, prescient novels like The Handmaid’s Tale, Cat’s
Eye, Alias Grace and Blind Assassin, and now a memoir.
Margaret joins Nuala McGovern to discuss Book of Lives: A
Memoir of Sorts and reflect on her life, her work and the power
of knowing her own mind.

We also reflect on the impact Margaret Atwood has had on
writers and academics. Author Naomi Alderman and academics
Dr Rosamund Portus and Dr Megan Douglas join Nuala to
discuss how Margaret has encouraged and inspired their work
across literature, science and beyond.

Health Secretary Wes Streeting in an interview in The Guardian
today says an “ugly” racism reminiscent of the 1970s and 1980s
has become worryingly commonplace in modern Britain and
NHS staff are bearing the brunt of it. In recent weeks,
organisations representing nurses, social workers and carers -
many of those being areas are dominated by women - have been
sounding the alarm saying their members are encountering
unprecedented levels of racism. We talk to Patricia Marquiss,
Director for England at the Royal College of Nursing, Nadra
Ahmed, Executive Chairman of the National Care Association
and Harvey Gallagher from the Nationwide Association of
Fostering Providers.

Is having a boyfriend now embarrassing? Writer Chanté Joseph
recently explored this idea in an article for Vogue and on social
media, observing a noticeable shift in how people - particularly
heterosexual women - present their relationships online. Instead
of posting clear photos of their romantic partners, many are
choosing subtler signals: a hand on a steering wheel, clinking
glasses, or even blurring out faces in wedding pictures. But why
the change? Even Zohran Mamdani, the new Mayor of New
York, was asked whether it’s still okay to use the term
boyfriend. Chanté joins us.

Presenter: Nuala McGovern
Producer: Simon Richardson

WED 11:00 File on 4 Investigates (m002ln42)
[Repeat of broadcast at 20:00 on Tuesday]

WED 11:40 This Week in History (m002ln7m)
3rd to 9th November

Fascinating, surprising and eye-opening stories from the past,
brought to life.

This week: 3rd to 9th November

3rd November 1534 - English parliament passes the Act of
Supremacy
9th November 1938 - Kristallnacht
4th November 1922 - Discovery of Tutankhamun's tomb

Presented by Jane Steel and Ron Brown

WED 11:45 Intimate Histories by Hallie Rubenhold
(m002ln7p)
3. Home

The historian and bestselling author of The Five and Story of a
Murder, Hallie Rubenhold examines what the subject of
‘history’ is and makes the case for keeping it personal.

Her previous books have also included The Covent Garden
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Ladies which told the stories of the legion of ordinary women
whose lives in the sex trade history has chosen to ignore.

History, she argues, is so much more than the brave deeds of
‘Great Men’ as Thomas Carlyle would have us believe. It is
instead made up of the ordinary and the often unchronicled
lives of people who lived in the houses we live in, who travelled
the same streets, maybe planted the same fields and gardens.

Over five essays, Hallie makes a powerful case for the intimacy
of history. Careful research can reveal the crucial hinterland to
domestic objects which may be hundreds, even thousands, of
years old, but this also means that the objects belonging to us or
inherited from our parents and grandparents have stories to tell
and a role in revealing the social history of our own and recent
times.

Hallie Rubenhold was born and grew up in California, her
father is English and her mother was American. She studied
history in the US and at Leeds University and has lived in the
UK for most of her life. Her accent reflects a rich and complex
heritage, as nuanced as her work which seeks to give voice to a
whole range of hidden narratives often from the marginalized
or female side of history.

Written and read by Hallie Rubenhold
Produced by Jill Waters
The Waters Company for BBC Radio 4

WED 12:00 News Summary (m002ln7r)
The latest national and international news from BBC Radio 4.

WED 12:04 You and Yours (m002ln7t)
Traitors fashion, M&S results, EV Sales

With the final of Celebrity Traitors tomorrow, one in four
adults in the UK is watching it. But the hit television series has
now become a fashion influence. It's British heritage meets
New Romantics, with people shopping the look and the retailers
are stocking it. We hear from a super fan of the show and a
fashion journalist about how the shows clothes have their made
their way on to the high street.

Two men who ran more than 40 copycat websites that conned
people into overpaying for government services, have been
convicted of fraudulent trading and sentenced at Bristol Crown
Court.
The men set up sites that looked like the official sites for
collecting charges including for the Dartford Crossing and the
London Ultra Low Emission Zone. We hear from Trading
Standards about how to spot a copycat website.

New figures today from the Society of Motor Manufacturers
and Traders show that 25% of all the new cars bought in
October were battery electric - up from 20% a year ago. But the
latest figure is still short of the official target. The government
wants 28% of new cars sold to be electric by the end of this
year.
Price and the availability of public charging points remain big
barriers. We hear how the government is planning to relax the
rules around on street parking.

PRESENTER: WINIFRED ROBINSON
PRODUCER: JAY UNGER

WED 12:57 Weather (m002ln7w)
The latest weather forecast

WED 13:00 World at One (m002ln7y)
PMQs row over wrongful release of jailed foreigners

The Conservatives demand guarantees that no jailed asylum
seekers have been wrongly released as the Met begins searching
for an Algerian man mistakenly freed 6 days ago. Plus, does
Zohran Mamdani's win in New York show the Democrats a way
back to the White House? And will a new curriculum for
England's schools reduce the attainment gap between rich and
poor pupils.

WED 13:45 Forgiveness: Stories from the Front Line
(m002ln80)
3. Marie

Causing death by dangerous driving was the crime for which a
Romanian lorry driver was imprisoned for eight years. Among
the victims were Marie Johnson's mother and step father who
died in horrific circumstances.

Can Marie find a way to ease her pain and forgive the driver?
By deciding to meet him in prison through a process of
restorative justice, she has a chance to try.

Presented by Marina Cantacuzino
Produced by Susan Marling

A Just Radio production for BBC Radio 4

WED 14:00 The Archers (m002ln3y)
[Repeat of broadcast at 19:00 on Tuesday]

WED 14:15 Drama on 4 (m002ln82)
Undercover: Make It Count - Episode 1

Third series of the returning detective drama that explores the
morally ambiguous, complex and challenging world of
undercover police operations.

In Rebekah Harrison's series 'Make it Count' an undercover
operative infiltrates a boxing gym in a Northern British town
following an arson attack on a local Mosque, to investigate if
the young members are at risk of extreme right-wing
radicalisation.

KELVIN.....Ian Puleston-Davies
ANDY.....Ben Batt
GEMMA.....Manjinder Virk
JAYDEN.....Samuel Bottomley
SINEAD.....Erin Shanager
SAJID.....Shaban Dar
KARL and INVESTIGATING OFFICER.....Simon Naylor

Other parts were played by students from The Arden School of
Theatre:
Kyle Barnett, Bea Bell, Maja Booth, Lucy Chapman, Lola Rose
Clark, Angelique Emery, Joe Gamble, Ruby Glavin, Lydia
Griffiths, Jermain Harris, Umar Haroon, Aiden Hope, Lydia
Klosa, Joseph Lymer, Millie Matheson, Roisin Murphy, Xander
Parsons, Dylan Peacock, Ethan Philliips, Vita Prescott, Millie
Slater, Alan Tarkil, Livvy Taylor, Millie Trodden, Omair
Usman, Benji Watson, Glorencia Wakudyanaye, Jessica
Williams, Pippa Williams.

Writer - Rebekah Harrison
Director-Nadia Molinari
Technical Production and Sound Design - Sharon Hughes
Production Co-ordinator - Ben Hollands
Assistant Technical Production - Kelly Young
Technical Apprentice - Elijah Waddington

A BBC Studios Production for BBC Radio 4.

WED 15:00 The Law Show (m002ln84)
Immigration and the law - who stays? Who goes?

Immigration has dominated headlines for months, but what UK
laws cover this most emotive of issues?

When someone arrives here, what are the legal routes they have
to take if they want to stay in the UK? What's the legal
difference between an asylum seeker and a refugee? What does
"indefinite leave to remain" mean? And what's the difference
between being deported, being removed and being extradited?

How do immigration hearings work? Are our immigration laws
fit for purpose, and do they enable us to remove people when
required?

Also on the programme:
How will the government's digital ID plans help curb illegal
immigration?
and wigs in court; as the bar council updates dress advice for its
members, we ask two barristers if wigs have had their day.

Presenter: Dr Joelle Grogan
Editor: Tom Bigwood
Producers: Ravi Naik and Charlotte Rowles

Contributors
Madeleine Sumption, Director of the Migration Observatory at
the University of Oxford
Paul Gulbenkian, solicitor at OTS solicitors and former
immigration Judge
Morgan Wild, Chief Policy Adviser, Labour Together
Jennifer Devans-Tamakloe, barrister at 23 Essex Street
chambers
Benet Brandreth KC, barrister at 11 South Square chambers

WED 15:30 Child (m002ln86)
Series 2

1. Happiness

India Rakusen dives into the emotional lives of toddlers,
starting with the complex and often misunderstood emotion of
happiness. Through giggling games of peekaboo, insights from
neuroscientists, historians, and global perspectives on parenting,
the episode unpacks how toddlers experience joy and how early
emotional development shapes who we become. Experts reveal
the science behind brain plasticity, the importance of caregiver
connection, and the myths we hold about emotions. India also

explores how society pressures parents to “keep kids happy”
and how that links to broader cultural ideas—like the pursuit of
happiness in politics and history and challenges us to rethink
what happiness really is, for our children and for ourselves.

Presented by: India Rakusen.
Producer: Ellie Sans
Assistant Producer: Charlotte Evans-Young
Executive producer: Alex Hollands
Commissioning Exec: Paula McDonnell
Commissioning Editor: Rhian Roberts
Original music composed and performed by The Big Moon and
Eska Mtungwazi
Sound Design by Charlie Brandon-King

Child is a Goldhawk production for BBC Radio 4

WED 16:00 When It Hits the Fan (m002ln89)
Two Weeks that Shook the Palace

It was barely a fortnight - but in that time everything seemed to
change.

This week, David Yelland and Simon Lewis look at the
dramatic way Buckingham Palace responded to the growing
crisis over the then-Prince Andrew. Going from an initial
statement that seemed - to many - to get almost everything
wrong to a second statement that went further than almost
anyone was expecting.

Behind-the-scenes, just what was going on for the Royal comms
team? What powers were at play, how was there such a gulf
between the two statements and just how hard is it to react
quickly when working for an institution as unwieldy as the
Royal Family?

On the extended edition on BBC Sounds, we're on patrol with
the 'Pleasure Police'. Well, that's who the gambling industry has
in its sights as it fights to stop the sector being hit with higher
taxes. But David and Simon think it's a particularly old
fashioned type of PR campaign - complete with backing from
The Sun and a slogan to Save Our Bets. With the Budget
looming large, they examine whether these campaigns ever
work.

And what price loyalty? John Lewis is making a fresh attempt
to lure members into its flagship store - with the promise of
free fizz, nibbles and arm massages. But beyond the pampering,
how hard is it for brands and businesses to secure loyalty - and
what are the reputational risks if you have to withdraw or adapt
those perks?

Producer: Duncan Middleton
Editor: Sarah Teasdale
Executive Producer: Eve Streeter
Music by Eclectic Sounds
A Raconteur Studios production for BBC Radio 4

WED 16:15 The Media Show (m002ln8c)
Mishal Husain, Andy Wilman and the Traitors Finale

Ros Atkins and Katie Razzall talk to Mishal Husain about her
new Bloomberg radio show and her departure from the BBC
after 26 years. Andy Wilman, the creative force behind Top
Gear and Clarkson’s Farm, shares candid insights from his new
book and decades of collaboration with Jeremy Clarkson. As
Celebrity Traitors heads into its nail-biting finale, executive
producer Mike Cotton reveals how the show became one of the
year’s biggest hits. And we unpack the BBC’s latest controversy
- Panorama’s editing of Donald Trump’s Capitol riot speech -
and what it means for public trust in journalism.

Producer: Lisa Jenkinson

WED 17:00 PM (m002ln8f)
Manhunt underway for prisoner mistakenly released

We bring you the latest on the police manhunt for a 24 year-old
Algerian man accidentally freed from Wandsworth prison, the
second time this has happened within two weeks. We look at AI
in schools on the day a review of the English curriculum looks
at how young people are using it, and as a diary wins the Bailie
Gifford prize for non-fiction, we look at what makes this form
of literature makes for such a good read.

WED 18:00 Six O'Clock News (m002ln8h)
Police are searching for two men mistakenly released from
prison in London last week

Two prisoners have been released by mistake from Wandsworth
prison in London in the space of a week, including an Algerian
national who is a convicted sex offender. Also: Democrats in
the United States are celebrating victories in a series of
elections, including Zohran Mamdani becoming the mayor of
New York. And the French government says it has started the

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/



Radio 4 Listings for 1 – 7 November 2025   Page 15 of 21
process of suspending the online platform of the fast-fashion
retailer Shein.

WED 18:30 Stand-Up Specials (m002ln8k)
Scott Bennett: Blood Sugar Baby

Scott Bennett: Blood Sugar Baby tells the amazing true story of
Scott and Jemma Bennett’s infant daughter Olivia and her battle
with a rare genetic condition, how she was nearly fatally
misdiagnosed and how Scott challenged the hospital to improve
their care - by taking his dad’s advice to “Put a tie on”.

First-time parents Scott and Jemma are taken from the
apparently idyllic world of having a new-born baby who sleeps
through the night and suddenly plunged into months of
misguided treatments, genetics, bizarre side effects and private
jets.

Recorded in Scott and Jemma’s home town of Nottingham -
where the real-life story began - this is an emotional show about
a critically ill baby but it’s also a really funny one with a happy
and hopeful ending.

Written and Performed by Scott Bennett
Produced by Ben Walker

A DLT Entertainment production for BBC Radio 4

WED 19:00 The Archers (m002ln8m)
Tom and Helen wonder if Mick will help out with cover at
Bridge Farm. After some initial hesitation, and having
established he doesn’t need farming expertise, Mick says he’ll
give it a try. What are neighbours for? Once in the packhouse
Mick finds it all a bit daunting. It’s draughty, and there’s a lot of
veg boxes to shift. However, he does a good job and Tom gives
Helen a glowing report. When Tom offers Mick the cash for
today, Mick refuses. He’s sorry but this work isn’t for him.
Having assured him there are no hard feelings Tom gives Helen
the bad news. They’re back to square one.

Carly finishes work early, and Chris invites her over to watch
fireworks in the garden with Martha. Carly arrives with a gift
for Martha. They’re both happy their friendship isn’t proving
awkward – they agree what they had was a long time ago.
There’s a moment, and Chris apologises for flirting. Carly’s cool
with it. They’re enjoying the fireworks with Martha when the
wind catches the homemade firework stand and it topples,
sending firework sparks shooting in their direction. Carly jumps
in front of Martha and no-one is harmed. Afterwards they have
a debrief, Chris having taken Martha back to Alice. Chris feels
a fool and like a rotten dad, but Carly assures him he’s the
opposite. There’s enough to fret about in life without worrying
about something that didn’t happen. They share some wine and
Chris thanks her for her quick thinking. The time is right for a
kiss.

WED 19:15 Front Row (m002ln8p)
Benedict Cumberbatch on The Thing with Feathers

Benedict Cumberbatch speaks to Kate Molleson about the new
film adaptation of Max Porter's Grief Is the Thing with
Feathers, an exploration of loss and berievement.

On Tuesday night, the winner of the Baillie Gifford Prize for
Non-Fiction 2025 was announced. They join Kate to dicuss
their work, and the significance of taking home the prize.

100 years ago, one of the best viola players of her generation –
Rebecca Clarke – gave a sold-out concert at London’s Wigmore
Hall. All of the music on the programme she had written
herself. A new album of her works and a series of events will
mark the centenery. Tenor Nicholas Phan and writer and
broadcaster Leah Broad discuss.

And composer and songwriter Anna Appleby reflects on the
music of Catalan star Rosalia, whose fusion of pop and
monumental classical sounds is making waves in the music
industry.

WED 20:00 AntiSocial (m002lfhs)
Women’s safety and public transport

A petition calling for women-only tube carriages has surpassed
12,000 signatures. It comes amid increased reports of sexual
offences on public transport, both in London and beyond.

Supporters claim that giving women the option to travel
separately from men will make them safer, and send a message
that harassment is unacceptable. Critics argue that this is a
backwards step, amounting to segregation. Some say it unfairly
stigmatises men.

We hear from the woman leading the campaign, and explore the
history of single-sex train carriages in the UK. Does the data
show that sexual harassment on trains is on the rise, or are the

figures a symptom of increased reporting? What do we know
about other public safety campaigns attempting to tackle sexual
harassment and violence over the years - and do they point us
towards better solutions?

Presenter: Adam Fleming
Production team: Ellie House, Natasha Fernandes, Tom Gillett,
and Bob Howard
Studio manager: Andrew Mills
Production coordinator: Janet Staples
Editor: Penny Murphy

WED 20:45 Superhead (m00237mm)
Episode 5 - Lacks Personal Responsibility

John Dickens has been investigating Trevor Averre-Beeson for
the best part of a decade. Averre-Beeson was once one of the
most prominent examples of the generation of “Superheads”
that Tony Blair and Michael Gove backed in turn to help
transform failing schools in Britain. He built an education
empire around a large academy trust, Lilac Sky.

But in 2016, that empire suddenly and rapidly collapsed,
sparking a scandal that sent shockwaves through the world of
education.

John Dickens explores the inside story behind the rise and fall
of one of Britain’s most charismatic educators, and investigates
whether the rapid growth - and precipitous collapse - of Lilac
Sky exposes weaknesses in regulation that the government has
failed to fully reckon with.

In Episode 5, John puts the details of the scandal to Trevor
himself.

Producers: Robert Nicholson and Charlie Towler
Sound Design: Simon Jarvis
Executive Producer: David Prest
A Whistledown production for BBC Radio 4

WED 21:00 The Life Scientific (m002ln2s)
[Repeat of broadcast at 09:00 on Tuesday]

WED 21:30 All in the Mind (m002ln2v)
[Repeat of broadcast at 09:30 on Tuesday]

WED 22:00 The World Tonight (m002ln8s)
How were two more prisoners wrongly released?

Two prisoners have been wrongly released from the same
London prison. We ask a former head of security at HMP
Wandsworth how two of its inmates could have been mistakenly
freed - and the Labour chair of the Justice Committee about
whether the government should take responsibility.

One year after his re-election Donald Trump has wished
himself a happy anniversary, but Americans have sent a
different message in local and state elections. After big wins for
his opponents - how big a setback is it for the US President?

And as the government announces a new national forest - how
do you create a good one?

WED 22:45 O Now by Niall Williams (m002ln8v)
Episode Three

A new original fiction serial specially commissioned by BBC
Radio 4 from the acclaimed Irish author Niall Williams. As
read by Dermot Crowley.

Four nights a week, Bat Considine calls on his neighbour
Mossie Crowe; a beloved widower known to all in the townland
of Faha by his grand-father name of Ganga. They sit by the fire
and, as Bat reads the newspaper aloud, wait to see which of
them will die first. One evening, the two old men make a pact in
the hope of one day being able to tell the other the mind of
God.

Author
Niall Williams is a best-selling and award-winning author. His
novels are often set in the fictional townland of Faha in County
Clare, Ireland. These include ‘A History of the Rain’ which was
long-listed for the Man Booker Prize 2015, ‘This Is Happiness’
which was nominated for The Irish Book Awards 2020 and ‘The
Time of The Child’ which won the Kerry Gold Irish Novel of
the Year 2025. He also recently adapted his novel ‘Four Letters
of Love’ into a 2025 film starring Pierce Brosnan and Helena
Bonham Carter.

Reader: Dermot Crowley
Writer: Niall Williams
Producer: Michael Shannon

A BBC Audio Northern Ireland production for BBC Radio 4.

WED 23:00 Tom & Lauren Are Going OOT (m0022l58)
Series 1

4. Three's a Crowd

Becca, Lauren’s cousin, has recently been dumped by her
girlfriend, and is now staying with Tom and Lauren.
Exasperated by Becca’s outbursts, Tom decides to use
emotional regulation techniques he uses at school to help Becca
cope with her emotions.

Lauren is dreaming of a quiet night at home, but things get
complicated when Neil pops round to complain about Becca
and Tom has a secret activity planned for him and Lauren.

Special guest appearance by Julian Clary as Neil and Louise
Young as Becca.

Cast:
TOM MACHELL as Tom
LAUREN PATTISON as Lauren
JULIAN CLARY as Neil
LOUISE YOUNG as Becca

Writers: Tom Machell & Lauren Pattison
Director: Katharine Armitage
Recording Engineer: Tom Glenwright
Sound Design: Philip Quinton
Theme Music: Scrannabis
Producers: Maria Caruana Galizia & Zahra Zomorrodian

A Candle & Bell production for BBC Radio 4

WED 23:15 Humanwatch (m002ln8x)
4. Nuns, Nightlife & Newcastle

In a special night time episode of Humanwatch, the team look
at the wonderous world of stag and hen dos. They also consider
the symbiotic relationship of humans and dogs, while roving
reporter Phil makes a surprising confession about his time in
the Swindon set.

Written and presented by Marjolein Robertson and Gareth
Waugh

With Phil Ellis and Katia Kvinge

Produced by Lauren Mackay

Sound by Fraser Jackson

Photographer: Chris Quilietti

A BBC Scotland production for Radio 4.

WED 23:30 Today in Parliament (m002ln8z)
The row over the wrong release of prisoners.

THURSDAY 06 NOVEMBER 2025

THU 00:00 Midnight News (m002ln91)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

THU 00:30 Intimate Histories by Hallie Rubenhold
(m002ln7p)
[Repeat of broadcast at 11:45 on Wednesday]

THU 00:48 Shipping Forecast (m002ln93)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

THU 01:00 Selection of BBC World Service Programmes
(m002ln95)
BBC Radio 4 presents a selection of news and current affairs,
arts and science programmes from the BBC World Service.

THU 05:00 News Summary (m002ln97)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

THU 05:04 Yesterday in Parliament (m002ln99)
Susan Hulme reports on (Deputy) Prime Minister's Questions -
and more.

THU 05:34 Shipping Forecast (m002ln9c)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

THU 05:43 Prayer for the Day (m002ln9f)
God loves a party
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A spiritual comment and prayer to start the day with Daniel
Sibthorpe

Good morning

Last month, my son got married. We all dressed up,
reconnected with family members, enjoyed delicious food,
shared good wine, cheered and clapped and danced late into the
night, all in the same Church building.

Although there were of course weeks of preparation and
planning, and much activity in the days leading up to the event,
my overriding memory of the day will be that it was fantastic
fun.

Many people imagine that the weddings and parties Jesus
attended were quiet and orderly. But at the famous wedding in
Cana, the celebration was so lively that they ran out of wine.
Today, most party planners might have said it was time to
switch to water. But Jesus chose to keep the celebration going
by providing even better wine than before.

I know how easy it is for me to see God as a bit of a killjoy,
always quick to shut the fun down in favour of seemingly more
spiritual activities. Interestingly Jesus was to be found very
often at gatherings, enjoying meals, and creating space for fun
and laughter.

Jesus was vilified for much of this activity; and the religious
leaders of the day called him “a glutton, a drunkard, and a
friend of the outcasts.” His regular attendance at unreligious
gatherings seemed to have been, not to their liking.

So today I pray that we would know the favour of God on our
lives, we will feel his smile in our relaxed times as well as our
more spiritual ones and that we would know he wants to be our
invited guest at every event.

Amen

THU 05:45 Farming Today (m002ln9h)
06/11/25 Millennium Seed Bank - how wild seeds can help
agriculture and landscape restoration.

As part of our week-long focus on seeds we go behind the
scenes at the Millennium Seed Bank in Sussex. It's celebrating
its 25th anniversary this year. Experts from Kew Royal
Botanical Gardens collect, clean and curate wild seeds from
around the world. They're stored in giant vaults and safeguarded
for the future. This helps protect endangered species of plants,
but scientists also germinate the seeds for use in conservation
and agriculture.

Presenter = Charlotte Smith
Producer= Rebecca Rooney

THU 06:00 Today (m002lpjh)
News and current affairs, including Sports Desk, Weather and
Thought for the Day.

THU 09:00 In Our Time (b08kscgb)
Pauli's Exclusion Principle

After 27 years, Melvyn Bragg has decided to step down from
the In Our Time presenter’s chair. With over a thousand
episodes to choose from, he has selected just six that capture
the huge range and depth of the subjects he and his experts have
tackled. In this fifth of his choices, we hear Melvyn Bragg and
his guests discuss a key figure from quantum mechanics.

Their topic is the life and ideas of Wolfgang Pauli (1900-1958),
whose Exclusion Principle is one of the key ideas in quantum
mechanics. A brilliant physicist, at 21 Pauli wrote a review of
Einstein's theory of general relativity and that review is still a
standard work of reference today. The Pauli Exclusion
Principle proposes that no two electrons in an atom can be at
the same time in the same state or configuration, and it helps
explain a wide range of phenomena such as the electron shell
structure of atoms. Pauli went on to postulate the existence of
the neutrino, which was confirmed in his lifetime. Following
further development of his exclusion principle, Pauli was
awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1945 for his 'decisive
contribution through his discovery of a new law of Nature'. He
also had a long correspondence with Jung, and a reputation for
accidentally breaking experimental equipment which was
dubbed The Pauli Effect.

With

Frank Close
Fellow Emeritus at Exeter College, University of Oxford

Michela Massimi
Professor of Philosophy of Science at the University of
Edinburgh

and

Graham Farmelo
Bye-Fellow of Churchill College, University of Cambridge

Producer: Simon Tillotson

Spanning history, religion, culture, science and philosophy, In
Our Time from BBC Radio 4 is essential listening for the
intellectually curious. In each episode, host Melvyn Bragg and
expert guests explore the characters, events and discoveries that
have shaped our world

THU 09:45 Strong Message Here (m002lpjl)
Be Vigilant (with Phil Wang)

This week, Armando is joined by Phil Wang to look at the use
and abuse of political language.

Defence Secretary John Healy says we need to 'be vigilant', and
Reform councillor Laila Cunningham says 'Labour want us to
shut up and die' - we look at how the public and the police
respond to horrific events, and at our relationship with the
police.

We also discuss chocolate getting worse, Nigel Farage
straddling the line between being a maverick and assuring the
markets, and what other things Rachel Reeves is 'refusing to
rule out'.

Got a strong message for Armando? Email us on
strongmessagehere@bbc.co.uk

Listen to Strong Message Here at 0945 on Radio 4, and an
extended version is available on BBC Sounds.

Sound editing: Chris Maclean
Production Coodinator: Jodie Charman
Executive Producer: Pete Strauss
Recorded at The Sound Company

Produced by Gwyn Rhys Davies. A BBC Studios production for
Radio 4.

THU 10:00 Woman's Hour (m002lpjn)
Cat Burns, Pakistan's period tax, Mary Earps

NB: The music in this broadcast has been removed from this
podcast for rights reasons.

You might recognise Cat Burns from The Celebrity Traitors,
where she’s been cunning and inscrutable as a Traitor, winning
over audiences with her strategic gameplay. The Mercury Prize-
nominated singer-songwriter has also just released her new
album, How to Be Human. Ahead of the show’s final, Cat joins
Anita Rani in the studio.

Mahnoor Omer is a young lawyer taking the Pakistan
government to court over its unfair ‘period tax’ which she says
adds 40% to their costs. She wants to create public pressure on
them to make sanitary products affordable in a country where
they cost too much for most women. Mahnoor joins Anita to
discuss her campaign.

Goalkeeper Mary Earps played a pivotal role in England’s Euro
2022 win and helped the Lionesses reach the final of the 2023
World Cup, earning the Golden Glove after standout
performances, including a heroic penalty save against Spain. In
May 2025, just weeks before the Lionesses began their defence
of the Euros, Mary announced her retirement from international
football. Twice named FIFA’s Best Women’s Goalkeeper and
BBC Sports Personality of the Year 2023, she’s now shared her
story in her autobiography, All In: Football, Life and Learning
to be Unapologetically Me.

Presenter: Anita Rani
Producer: Corinna Jones

THU 11:00 This Cultural Life (m002lpjq)
Jennifer Lawrence

Jennifer Lawrence's breakthrough role in the 2010 drama
Winter’s Bone secured her first Academy Award nomination
when she was just 20, and she won the Best Actress category
two years later for Silver Linings Playbook. Since then, she has
become one of the most prolific, critically acclaimed and
highest paid actors in Hollywood as the star of The Hunger
Games series and three X-Men movies. Other leading roles
include American Hustle, Joy and, most recently, the
psychological drama Die My Love.

Jennifer talks to John Wilson about her childhood on her
parents' farm in Kentucky. After being scouted by a modelling
agency, she left school as a teenager and moved to New York to
start working as a model and actor. She recalls how the film
Taxi Driver, starring a young Jodie Foster, made a big

impression on her as an aspiring actress and how Jodie Foster
later became a role model when she directed Jennifer on the set
of The Beaver. She also counts Gena Rowlands' performance in
A Woman Under The Influence, written and directed by John
Cassavetes, as an important inspiration, as well as working with
directors David O Russell and Lynne Ramsay. 

Producer: Edwina Pitman

Archive and film clips used:

Uncle Buck, John Hughes, 1989
No Hard Feelings, Gene Stupnitsky, 2023
Taxi Driver, Martin Scorsese, 1976
Winter's Bone, Debra Granik, 2010
The Hunger Games, Gary Ross, 2012
American Hustle, David O Russell, 2013
Veep, Armando Iannucci, 2012
A Woman Under The Influence, John Cassavetes, 1974
Die My Love, Lynne Ramsay, 2025

THU 11:45 Intimate Histories by Hallie Rubenhold
(m002lpjs)
4. Reel History

The historian and bestselling author of The Five and Story of a
Murder, Hallie Rubenhold examines what the subject of
‘history’ is and makes the case for keeping it personal.

Her previous books have also included The Covent Garden
Ladies which told the stories of the legion of ordinary women
whose lives in the sex trade history has chosen to ignore.

History, she argues, is so much more than the brave deeds of
‘Great Men’ as Thomas Carlyle would have us believe. It is
instead made up of the ordinary and the often unchronicled
lives of people who lived in the houses we live in, who travelled
the same streets, maybe planted the same fields and gardens.

Over five essays, Hallie makes a powerful case for the intimacy
of history. Careful research can reveal the crucial hinterland to
domestic objects which may be hundreds, even thousands, of
years old, but this also means that the objects belonging to us or
inherited from our parents and grandparents have stories to tell
and a role in revealing the social history of our own and recent
times.

Hallie Rubenhold was born and grew up in California, her
father is English and her mother was American. She studied
history in the US and at Leeds University and has lived in the
UK for most of her life. Her accent reflects a rich and complex
heritage, as nuanced as her work which seeks to give voice to a
whole range of hidden narratives often from the marginalized
or female side of history.

Written and read by Hallie Rubenhold
Produced by Jill Waters
The Waters Company for BBC Radio 4

THU 12:00 News Summary (m002lpjv)
The latest national and international news from BBC Radio 4.

THU 12:04 The Bottom Line (m002lpjx)
Hypotheticals: How Would You React If You Were Boss?

Three business leaders tackle fictional dilemmas that test their
instincts, experience and nerves. To make it more realistic, none
of the guests have any idea what the scenarios are in advance.

Guests:
Ben Branson, Founder, Seedlip and Sylva
Sophie Mermin, Founder, Trotters Childrenswear
Margaret Heffernan, former CEO, entrepreneur, author and
professor of practice at the university of Bath school of
management

Production team:
Presenter: Evan Davis
Producer: Sally Abrahams
Production co-ordinator: Katie Morrison
Sound: Nathan Chamberlain and Gareth Jones
Editor: Matt Willis

THU 12:32 Sliced Bread (m002lpjz)
Cough Medicines

Are cough medicines any better than just taking honey and
lemon?

When Listener Sally sent in a croaky voicenote to our Sliced
Bread Whatsapp number (07543 306807 - put us in your
contacts!) we knew we had to tackle this one.

Sally didn't think the medicine she used for her cough did very
much, so she joined presenter Greg Foot and Jacky Smith,
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Professor in Respiratory Medicine at the University of
Manchester, to get some answers.

Each episode Greg investigates the latest ad-hyped products and
trending fads promising to make us healthier, happier and
greener. Are they really 'the best thing since sliced bread' and
should you spend your money on them?

If you’ve seen an ad, trend or wonder product promising to
make you happier, healthier or greener, email us at
sliced.bread@bbc.co.uk or send a voice note to our WhatsApp
number, 07543 306807.

RESEARCHER: PHIL SANSOM
PRODUCERS: SIMON HOBAN AND GREG FOOT

THU 12:57 Weather (m002lpk1)
The latest weather forecast

THU 13:00 World at One (m002lpk3)
One of two incorrectly released prisoners hands himself back in
to HMP Wandsworth

One of two prisoners released in error returns to HMP
Wandsworth. Former Justice Secretary Alex Chalk on system in
crisis. Also Celebrity Traitors, ADHD and Figuring It Out.

THU 13:45 Forgiveness: Stories from the Front Line
(m002lpk5)
4. Gethin

Gethin Jones tells the story of his troubled and disrupted
childhood which led to a life of crime and drug abuse. Marina
hears how he lost faith in other people and became unreachable
and isolated.

He blamed his mother for his ruined life, but it was forgiveness
for her and for himself that, aged 34, saved him from almost
certain death.

Presented by Marina Cantacuzino
Produced by Susan Marling
A Just Radio production for BBC Radio 4

THU 14:00 The Archers (m002ln8m)
[Repeat of broadcast at 19:00 on Wednesday]

THU 14:15 Drama on 4 (m001c6gl)
In Moderation

by Katie Bonna

Esther ..... Aisling Loftus
Connor ..... Jonathan Forbes
Issam ..... David Mumeni
Alison ..... Dorothy Atkinson
Nick ..... Hughie O'Donnell
Pamela ..... Ruth Everett
Voice of the Internet ..... Tom Kiteley
Co-Worker ..... Chloë Sommer

Directed by Sally Avens

Esther's sister has taken her own life after watching self harm
videos online so Esther is on a mission to clean up the internet.
She takes a job as a content moderator but soon finds herself
struggling to cope in a world far darker and more complex than
she could possibly have imagined.

THU 15:00 Ramblings (m002lpk7)
Whispering Rocks with Anjana Khatwa

Clare joins Earth Scientist and author Anjana Khatwa for a
cliffside walk in Dorset exploring the landscapes that shaped
her life, and her book The Whispers of Rock – Stories from the
Earth.

Starting at Spyway Barn near Langton Matravers, the route
takes in clifftops, caves, and the fossil-rich coastline, revealing
stories of geology and belonging. Anjana shares her journey
from growing up in Slough in a traditional Indian family to
becoming a leading voice in earth science.

From Spyway Barn, at the National Trust car park, they walked
down to Dancing Ledge, along the coast path past Winspit
Caves, and up to the village of Worth Matravers before heading
back to the car park.

Grid Reference for Spyway Barn: SY 998 776
Map: OS Explorer 116 – Lyme Regis & Bridport

Presenter: Clare Balding
Producer for BBC Studios: Karen Gregor

THU 15:27 Radio 4 Appeal (m002lpk9)
[Repeat of broadcast at 07:54 on Sunday]

THU 15:30 Feedback (m002lpkc)
Today and the Chancellor Statement. Listeners on Jonathan Pie,
and a Radical VoxBox

In last week's episode of Feedback, we spoke to BBC Radio 4
Comedy and Entertainment commissioner Julia McKenzie
about Call Jonathan Pie in the 6.30pm comedy slot. In this
week's entirely listener-led programme, we'll hear your
comments and reaction to last week's interview.

And two listeners, Abi and Clare, discuss Radical with Amol
Rajan in our Vox Box. The relatively new podcast has Amol
sitting down with some of the leading lights in tech, politics and
more, for big conversations designed to help you, as the
programme descriptions suggests, to 'win the future'. But is it as
radical as its title?

And some listeners are asking why the Today programme left
the Chancellor of the Exchequer's live pre budget statement
from Downing Street early.

Presenter: Andrea Catherwood
Producer: Pauline Moore
Assistant Producer: Rebecca Guthrie
Executive Producer: David Prest

A Whistledown Scotland production for BBC Radio 4

THU 16:00 The Briefing Room (m002lpkf)
What's happening in Venezuela?

Something is going in the southern Caribbean. The world’s
largest aircraft carrier - the American USS Gerald R Ford- is on
its way to the region. Small boats said to belong to Venezuelan
drug smugglers are being blown up by the US military. Old US
bases are being de-mothballed. And there’s media talk of
Trump-induced regime change in Caracas, with Venezuela’s
authoritarian, leftist president Nicolas Maduro in the crosshairs.
In this week's Briefing Room, David Aaronovitch and guests
ask what this military show of strength is really about and what
it mean for the region?

Guests:

Will Grant, BBC Mexico, Central America and Cuba
Correspondent.
Jeremy McDermott, co-founder and co-director of InSight
Crime, a Colombia-based think tank that studies organised
crime in the Americas.
Dr Christopher Sabatini, Senior Fellow for Latin America at
Chatham House
Dr Annette Idler, Associate Professor in Global Security at the
Blavatnik School of Government at the University of Oxford.

Presenter: David Aaronovitch
Producers: Caroline Bayley, Kirsteen Knight and Cordelia
Hemming
Production co-ordinator: Maria Ogundele
Sound Engineer: Gareth Jones
Editor: Richard Vadon

THU 16:30 BBC Inside Science (w3ct8txj)
Is dark energy getting weaker?

Astronomers have new evidence, which could change what we
understand about the expansion of the universe. Carlos Frenk,
Ogden Professor of Fundamental Physics at Durham University
gives us his take on whether the dark energy pushing our
universe apart is getting weaker.

With the Turing Prize, the Nobel Prize and now this week the
Queen Elizabeth Prize for Engineering under his belt, Geoffrey
Hinton is known for his pioneering work on AI. And, since
leaving a job at Google in 2023, for his warnings that AI could
bring about the end of humanity. Tom Whipple speaks to
Geoffrey about the science of super intelligence.

And Senior physics reporter at Nature Lizzie Gibney brings us
her take on the new science that matters this week.

To discover more fascinating science content, head to bbc.co.uk
search for BBC Inside Science and follow the links to The Open
University.

Presenter: Tom Whipple
Producer: Clare Salisbury
Content producer: Ella Hubber
Assistant producers: Jonathan Blackwell and Tim Dodd
Editor: Martin Smith
Production co-ordinator: Jana Bennett-Holesworth

THU 17:00 PM (m002lpkk)

Prisoner release fiasco: the blame game

The Deputy PM says the government has "a mountain to climb"
to fix the system, as one of the released men returns himself to
HMP Wandsworth. Plus, green Tory Lord Goldsmith on COP.
And tonight's Traitors finale parties.

THU 18:00 Six O'Clock News (m002lpkm)
One of two men accidentally released from Wandsworth prison
hands himself in

The Justice Secretary, David Lammy, has insisted that prison
systems are being modernised to try to deal with what he called
an unacceptable spike in mistaken releases. Also: Democrat
members of a US Congress committee have written to Andrew
Mountbatten Windsor asking to interview him in connection
with his "long-standing friendship" with the convicted sex
offender, Jeffrey Epstein. And world leaders gather in Brazil
for the annual UN climate summit COP30.

THU 18:30 Call Jonathan Pie (p0fsytjk)
8. Drugs

Pie is doing a phone-in show about drugs policy in the UK, a
subject Pie knows absolutely nothing about. Pie enlists the help
of Sam to guide him through the country’s drug culture. When
Pie’s narcissistic coke-fuelled agent pops in, things take a turn
for the bizarre and Pie ends the evening knowing a lot more
about drugs than he did at the start.

Jonathan Pie ..... Tom Walker
Jules ..... Lucy Pearman
Sam ..... Aqib Khan
Roger ..... Nick Revell
Agent ..... Daniel Abelson
Voiceovers ..... Bob Sinfield and Rob Curling
Callers ... Daniel Abelson, Ed Kear, Nick Revell, Thanyia
Moore and Jonathan Tafler.
Writer ..... Tom Walker
Special thanks to Julie Smith and Peter Burns
Script Editor ..... Nick Revell
Producer ..... Alison Vernon-Smith
Production Coordinator ..... Ellie Dobing
Executive Producer ..... Julian Mayers
Sound Designer ..... Julian Mayers
Original music composed by Jason Read
Additional music Leighton James House

A Yada-Yada Audio Production

THU 19:00 The Archers (m002lpkq)
Alice calls on Chris to retrieve a forgotten scarf of Martha’s.
Chris apologises again for last night’s firework incident, but
Alice assures him all’s well and not to give it another thought.
Martha had a lovely time and can’t stop talking about it – and
she likes Chris’s friend too. They chat briefly about the
upcoming trip to Scotland before Chris tells Alice the friend is
Carly. Last night was a completely casual thing, she just
dropped in. He then admits Carly stayed the night. Alice takes
this in, insisting it’s not her business who Chris sees and he
doesn’t need to explain. When he continues to over-share Alice
asks him not to go on about it. She’s sure Carly’s a nice person.
Chris assures Alice he won’t see Carly while Alice is in
Scotland; it’ll be all about Martha.

It's the day of Esme’s dad’s funeral and she’s pleasantly
surprised at the turnout. She thought people might have
forgotten him; he was a bit of a recluse in his later years. Alan
assures her they will give him a good send off. Ruth and David
offer to stay with Esme as the hearse arrives, but Esme thinks
she’s okay. However, as she’s delivering her eulogy the church
door bangs open. It’s a bread delivery for the shop. David and
Ruth deal with the errant van driver, who didn’t clock there was
a funeral taking place. Appalled Esme thinks the day will be
remembered for all the wrong reasons. It’s been ruined, and
she’s let her dad down.

THU 19:15 Front Row (m002lpks)
Daniel Day Lewis on his return to the big screen

On this week's Front Row review, we discuss a new production
of Othello with David Harewood as the Moor and Toby Jones
as Iago.
Tom speaks with Daniel Day Lewis about his return to the big
screen in a film directed by his son Ronan: Anemone.
And The Choral; a new film written by Alan Bennett, directed
by Nicholas Hytner and with a stellar cast, how good is it?

Presenter: Tom Sutcliffe

THU 20:00 When It Hits the Fan (m002ln89)
[Repeat of broadcast at 16:00 on Wednesday]

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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THU 20:15 The Media Show (m002ln8c)
[Repeat of broadcast at 16:15 on Wednesday]

THU 21:00 Loose Ends (m002lpkv)
[Repeat of broadcast at 18:15 on Saturday]

THU 21:45 Strong Message Here (m002lpjl)
[Repeat of broadcast at 09:45 today]

THU 22:00 The World Tonight (m002lpkx)
World leaders gather in Brazil for COP30

As world leaders gather in Brazil, Prince William tells them
they must urgently work together to prevent further climate
change. But how much can be achieved with the leaders of
some of the world’s largest CO2 emitters - the US, China,
Russia and India - absent from the meeting?

Also on the programme: top Democrat Nancy Pelosi announces
her retirement after nearly four decades in the US Congress;
and the actress Pauline Collins, best known for her roles in
'Upstairs Downstairs' and 'Shirley Valentine', has died at the age
of 85. We speak to her friend and co-star Tom Conti.

THU 22:45 O Now by Niall Williams (m002lpkz)
Episode Four

A new original fiction serial specially commissioned by BBC
Radio 4 from the acclaimed Irish author Niall Williams. As
read by Dermot Crowley.

Four nights a week, Bat Considine calls on his neighbour
Mossie Crowe; a beloved widower known to all in the townland
of Faha by his grand-father name of Ganga. They sit by the fire
and, as Bat reads the newspaper aloud, wait to see which of
them will die first. One evening, the two old men make a pact in
the hope of one day being able to tell the other the mind of
God.

Author
Niall Williams is a best-selling and award-winning author. His
novels are often set in the fictional townland of Faha in County
Clare, Ireland. These include ‘A History of the Rain’ which was
long-listed for the Man Booker Prize 2015, ‘This Is Happiness’
which was nominated for The Irish Book Awards 2020 and ‘The
Time of The Child’ which won the Kerry Gold Irish Novel of
the Year 2025. He also recently adapted his novel ‘Four Letters
of Love’ into a 2025 film starring Pierce Brosnan and Helena
Bonham Carter.

Reader: Dermot Crowley
Writer: Niall Williams
Producer: Michael Shannon

A BBC Audio Northern Ireland production for BBC Radio 4.

THU 23:00 Artworks (b017ldlh)
v. by Tony Harrison

The poet Tony Harrison (1937-2025) recorded this complete
reading of his controversial poem v. in 2013 and it is repeated
to mark his death in September 2025. It is broadcast in this
programme alongside a discussion around the poem's
significance, also from 2013. This was the first broadcast of v.
on British radio. It was recorded in his hometown of Leeds.

Harrison wrote the poem in 1985, after being angered by
graffiti sprayed on his parents' grave by football fans.

The writer Blake Morrison introduces us to v. and talks to
others who were caught up in the storm of controversy around
it. Melvyn Bragg, Simon Armitage and Julie Bindell, as well as
then-MP Gerald Howarth, consider its impact.

A filmed version of the poem caused controversy in 1987 when
it was announced that it was to be broadcast on Channel 4. The
poem, which includes repeated strong and racist language, was
denounced by some newspapers as a "torrent of filth". A group
of MPs signed an Early Day Motion to have the programme
pulled from schedules. At that time, Gerald Howarth said that
Harrison was "Probably another bolshie poet wishing to impose
his frustrations on the rest of us". Harrison retorted that
Howarth was "Probably another idiot MP wishing to impose his
intellectual limitations on the rest of us".

Others defended the poet's right to use such language to draw
attention to the wanton desecration of his family's grave. It was
also seen against the backdrop of the miners' strike and racial
intolerance in British cities. Beeston, the poem's setting, was
later under focus as the home of Mohammad Sidique Khan, one
of the 7/7 bombers.

 v. by Tony Harrison is published by Bloodaxe Books.

Poetry Production: Graham Frost
Feature Production: Lucy Dichmont
Producer: David Prest
A Whistledown production for BBC Radio 4

FRIDAY 07 NOVEMBER 2025

FRI 00:00 Midnight News (m002lpl1)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

FRI 00:30 Intimate Histories by Hallie Rubenhold
(m002lpjs)
[Repeat of broadcast at 11:45 on Thursday]

FRI 00:48 Shipping Forecast (m002lpl3)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

FRI 01:00 Selection of BBC World Service Programmes
(m002lpl5)
BBC Radio 4 presents a selection of news and current affairs,
arts and science programmes from the BBC World Service.

FRI 05:00 News Summary (m002lpl7)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

FRI 05:04 The Briefing Room (m002lpkf)
[Repeat of broadcast at 16:00 on Thursday]

FRI 05:34 Shipping Forecast (m002lpl9)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

FRI 05:43 Prayer for the Day (m002lplc)
Sympathy for the devil

A spiritual comment and prayer to start the day with Daniel
Sibthorpe

Good morning

Sympathy for the Devil is the opening track on the Rolling
Stones 1968 album Beggar’s Banquet. It caused quite a stir at
the time, and may still raise a few eyebrows.

Although I may disagree with the song title, I do feel sympathy
for certain individuals in the bible who seem to have been
unfairly labelled. If you look at baby name lists, Peter is still
riding high at 360, whereas Judas is over 10 thousand places
lower.

In my reading of the bible, they both did their fair share of
betraying. Peter called down curses on himself, denying he had
anything to do with Jesus. Judas gave crucial intelligence on
where to find Jesus, but seems to have come off far worse in
our collective memory.

Perhaps this is due to the later interaction between Jesus and
Peter, which is detailed at the end of John's Gospel.

Jesus is having a beach barbecue and still instructing the
disciples on how to catch fish. Peter jumps into the water to
reach Him first, and in a profound act of reconciliation, Jesus
asks Peter three times if he loves Him, mirroring Peter's three
denials.

Judas’s final moments reveal deep regret as he returns the silver
pieces to the priests and declares that he has betrayed an
innocent man.
This makes me wonder what the conversation would have been
if Judas were present at that breakfast with Jesus.

Today, I pray that we may come to understand how immense
God's love is for us; that nothing we have said or done can
prevent us from being invited to a reconciling encounter with
Him.

Amen

FRI 05:45 Farming Today (m002lplf)
Poultry Farmers are warned this winter is on course to be
among the worst for Avian Flu. This week all poultry in
England and Northern Ireland was ordered inside after a
number of new cases. The Pirbright Institute's head of Avian
Virology explains why the H5N1 strain of bird flu has become
more able to spread, describing it as 'almost a super strain'.

A household name in food processing says it's worried about
future supplies of raw materials, because farmers confidence is
so poor. McCain is the single biggest buyer of British potatoes.
It commissioned an online survey of 200 farmers from across

the industry, called Farmdex. It found that 51 per cent of
respondents had considered leaving farming in the past year,
while 40 percent believe they may be forced to leave the
industry in the next decade due to economic pressures. McCain
is calling on the Government and other food industry players to
take steps to improve stability for farmers.

And, we visit a small company producing seeds for joyously
different varieties of veg from Wrinkled Crinkled Crumpled
Cress to the Musselburgh Leek.

Presenter: Charlotte Smith
Producer: Sarah Swadling

FRI 06:00 Today (m002lpnc)
News and current affairs, including Sports Desk, Weather and
Thought for the Day.

FRI 09:00 Desert Island Discs (m002lpnf)
[Repeat of broadcast at 10:00 on Sunday]

FRI 10:00 Woman's Hour (m002lpnh)
Elaine Paige, Nova Reid on Jocelyn Barrow, Pauline Collins

NB: The music in this broadcast has been removed from this
podcast for rights reasons.

A grande dame of musical theatre, Elaine Paige made her West
End debut in the 1960s and shot to fame in 1978 playing Eva
Perón in Evita, going on to star in Cats, Chess, Sunset
Boulevard and many more. She talks to Anita Rani about
becoming an actual Dame this week, and how she’s fostering
the next generation of talent.

American author Gish Jen and her mother never got along. In
her latest novel Bad Bad Girl, Gish tries to figure out why that
was. Reconstructing, then fictionalising her mother’s life as she
moves from a wealthy childhood in China to an up-and-down
immigrant existence in the US. Gish joins Anita to talk about
the real life events behind her book.

Restaurant chain McDonald's has announced it will bring in new
sexual harassment training for managers. These are
strengthened measures that were agreed with the Equality and
Human Rights Commission to protect McDonald's staff from
abuse. A BBC investigation that started two years ago found
that workers as young as 17 were being groped and harassed.
Anita gets an update from BBC reporter Noor Nanji.

Writer and producer Nova Reid joins Anita to talk about the
late Dame Jocelyn Barrow, the race relations campaigner and
the first black female governor of the BBC whose story Nova
tells in her new podcast, Hidden Histories with Nova Reid. The
interview includes a clip of Jocelyn from 2017 sharing her
thoughts with The University of Law on what she considered to
be the greatest improvements in diversity.

Pauline Collins, the star of the film Shirley Valentine, for which
she was Oscar nominated in 1990, has died at the age of 85. Her
career spanned stage and screen but she will be best
remembered for her portrayal of disgruntled housewife Shirley,
in the award-winning film, based on the stage play by Willy
Russell. It won Pauline a Golden Globe and a BAFTA. We hear
a clip of Pauline Collins playing Shirley in Lewis Gilbert's 1989
film, Shirley Valentine, distributed by Paramount Pictures, and
also part of an interview Pauline recorded with Jane Garvey on
Woman's Hour in 2017.

Presenter: Anita Rani
Producer: Rebecca Myatt

FRI 11:00 The Food Programme (m002lpnk)
The Breakfast Club Challenge

They say breakfast is the most important meal of the day - but
what happens when thousands of children arrive at school too
hungry to learn? In this programme, Jaega Wise looks into how
the Government’s new free breakfast club scheme is being
rolled out across England, seven months into a trial involving
750 primary schools. While the policy which aims to tackle
hunger and improve attendance is welcomed by all, schools and
campaigners raise questions about it's future funding and the
exclusion of secondary schools and some special school pupils.

At Holy Trinity Church of England School in Tottenham, Jaega
visits a breakfast club being run in partnership with Chefs in
Schools, where hot food is cooked fresh each morning in the
same kitchen that serves lunch. In Weston-super-Mare,
headteacher Marie Berry explains why her school’s breakfast
club is a lifeline for families - and why she’s keen to be
included in the new scheme. Campaigners at Sustain argue
breakfast clubs could be a powerful tool to support local food
producers and promote sustainable sourcing - and urge the
Government to back that vision.

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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We also hear from the charity Magic Breakfast, which provides
food to 300,000 children at breakfast clubs every day, and from
Olivia Bailey MP at the Department for Education. Food writer
Michael Zee of @SymmetryBreakfast discusses Britain's
breakfast culture, and why we so often eat the same thing every
day.

Presented by Jaega Wise
Produced by Natalie Donovan for BBC Audio in Bristol.

FRI 11:45 Intimate Histories by Hallie Rubenhold
(m002lpnm)
5. London Lives

The historian and bestselling author of The Five and Story of a
Murder, Hallie Rubenhold examines what the subject of
‘history’ is and makes the case for keeping it personal.

Her previous books have also included The Covent Garden
Ladies which told the stories of the legion of ordinary women
whose lives in the sex trade history has chosen to ignore.

History, she argues, is so much more than the brave deeds of
‘Great Men’ as Thomas Carlyle would have us believe. It is
instead made up of the ordinary and the often unchronicled
lives of people who lived in the houses we live in, who travelled
the same streets, maybe planted the same fields and gardens.

Over five essays, Hallie makes a powerful case for the intimacy
of history. Careful research can reveal the crucial hinterland to
domestic objects which may be hundreds, even thousands, of
years old, but this also means that the objects belonging to us or
inherited from our parents and grandparents have stories to tell
and a role in revealing the social history of our own and recent
times.

Hallie Rubenhold was born and grew up in California, her
father is English and her mother was American. She studied
history in the US and at Leeds University and has lived in the
UK for most of her life. Her accent reflects a rich and complex
heritage, as nuanced as her work which seeks to give voice to a
whole range of hidden narratives often from the marginalized
or female side of history.

Written and read by Hallie Rubenhold
Produced by Jill Waters
The Waters Company for BBC Radio 4

FRI 12:00 News Summary (m002lpnp)
The latest national and international news from BBC Radio 4.

FRI 12:04 AntiSocial (m002lpnr)
Are women better off single?

An article in British Vogue asking if it's "embarrassing" to have
a boyfriend prompts a discussion about whether women might
be better off ditching men and staying single.

Some women say they feel more empowered by single life, and
that they expect much higher standards of men these days.
Others think it's divisive to suggest men are, on average, poor
relationship material and that it's unfair to demean women who
are happy with a partner.

We speak to author of the British Vogue article, Chanté Joseph,
to find out what prompted it and what it revealed. The image of
single women in society has a long, and largely negative, history
- we open the archives on cat ladies and old maids.

And who's happier anyway - single women or those in
relationships? We look at the available data.

Presenter: Adam Fleming
Production team: Simon Tulett, Natasha Fernandes, Paul Moss,
Marie Lennon
Studio manager: Andrew Mills
Production coordinator: Gemma Ashman
Editor: Penny Murphy

FRI 12:57 Weather (m002lpnt)
The latest weather forecast

FRI 13:00 World at One (m002lpnw)
Second prisoner mistakenly released from HMP Wandsworth
arrested

Algerian sex offender mistakenly released from HMP
Wandsworth re-arrested, the latest. Also: BBC under spotlight
over impartiality dossier. Traitors' David Olusoga on the TV hit.

FRI 13:45 Forgiveness: Stories from the Front Line
(m002lpny)
5. Lejla

Lejla Damon was born as a result of a terrible campaign of rape
carried out against Muslim women in the Bosnian war. She was
given up by her birth mother who wanted nothing to do with the
baby.

Two British journalists, working at the time to report on the
war, adopted her and provided a loving life. But Marina hears
that the stigma and the shame of her origin have clouded Lejla's
life.

Forgiveness has been part of her route back to a happier life
and a fulfilling bond with the mother who abandoned her 30
years ago.

Presented by Marina Cantacuzino
Produced by Susan Marling
A Just Radio production for BBC Radio 4

FRI 14:00 The Archers (m002lpkq)
[Repeat of broadcast at 19:00 on Thursday]

FRI 14:15 Limelight (m002ktsj)
The Betrayed

Episode 5. Manhunt

A five-part drama about a family - and a society - divided by
far-right populist extremism.

When Louise a senior officer in the Garda Síochána sees her
brother Frank on the news, taking part in an aggressive far-right
protest she is shocked. Not least because she is and she had no
idea Frank had been influenced by the populist extremists who
hurl accusations of being 'traitors' at police and politicians alike.

In the aftermath, Frank's face doesn't show up on CCTV. But
when she threatens to have him arrested, he accepts the deal she
reluctantly offers - she will cover for him if he promises to stay
away from demos and protests.

But then Louise learns that Frank is connected to a much wider
network. He's in touch with organised extremists throughout
Europe, Louise realises that Frank is on a path that could bring
Ireland, and other countries, to the brink of chaos. The time has
come to break up his network, whatever the family
consequences.

LOUISE KENNY … Niamh Algar

FRANK KENNY … Jonathan Forbes

KEVIN … Stephen Hogan

TONY … Aidan O'Callaghan

DERVLA … Karen Ardiff

MICHAEL GRIFFITHS … Jonathan Harden

BASTIAN … Nicholas Murchie

STELLA … Jane Slavin

SORCHA … Amy McAllister

MARYAM … Lara Sawalha

Directed by Eoin O’Callaghan
A Big Fish/BBC N Ireland Production for Limelight

FRI 14:45 In the Loop (m001np4k)
2. Traffic Roundabout

…a circle has no beginning and no end. It represents rebirth and
regeneration, continuity and infinity. From wedding rings to
stone circles, in poetry, music and the trajectories of the planets
themselves, circles and loops are embedded in our imaginations.

Poet Paul Farley goes walking in circles in five very different
‘loopy’ locations. He visits a stone circle, a rollercoaster and a
particle accelerator to ask why human beings find rings and
circles so symbolic, significant and satisfying.

The earliest civilisations were drawn to the idea of closing a
circle and creating a loop; in human relationships we’d all rather
be within the circle of trust; and in arts and music our eyes, ears
and minds are inexorably drawn towards – and rebel against -
the ‘strange loops’ of Bach, Gödel and Escher.

As he puts himself in the loop – sometimes at the centre and
sometimes on the circumference – Paul has circular
conversations with mathematicians and physicists, composers
and poets. Each one propels him into a new loop of enquiry.
And that’s because a circle has no beginning and no end…

Paul begins the second episode in orbit around one of the

largest traffic roundabouts in Europe – the Coryton Interchange
near Cardiff. He explores its interior with ecologist Elen Hall
and roundabout enthusiast Kevin Beresford and discovers an
island of the unexpected. Engineer John Parkin shares the secret
of a good roundabout. And poet Paul Muldoon recalls a
childhood memory of a special day out to visit the first one in
Northern Ireland.

Producer: Jeremy Grange

FRI 15:00 Gardeners' Question Time (m002lpp0)
Postbag Edition: Bicton Park Botanical Gardens

What’s the optimal size for a new greenhouse? How do I get
cedar of Lebanon seeds to germinate? How do I revive a dried
out compost heap?

Kathy Clugston and a panel of passionate horticulturalists are
outside Exeter to soak up the sights, scents and history of
Bicton Park Botanical Gardens while digging into the GQT
postbag, to solve your trickiest gardening conundrums.

Joining Kathy under the big top are houseplant specialist Anne
Swithinbank, award-winning garden designer Chris Beardshaw,
and horticulturalist Frances Tophill - ready with expert advice,
clever solutions, and a few laughs along the way. They're also
joined by head manager of Bicton House, Edward Lister, to
tour the 60 acres of land.

Senior Producer: Dominic Tyerman
Junior Producer: Rahnee Prescod

A Somethin' Else production for BBC Radio 4

FRI 15:45 Short Works (m002lpp2)
Homing by Marie-Louise McGuinness

An original short story specially commissioned by BBC Radio 4
from the writer Marie-Louise McGuinness. Read by Charlotte
McCurry (BBC One's Leonard and Hungry Paul.)

The Author
Marie-Louise McGuinness writes from Omagh, Northern
Ireland. She has work published in numerous literary magazines
including Banshee, The Forge and Fictive Dream. She has been
twice nominated for a Pushcart Prize, longlisted in the Bath
Short Story Award and her very short story "When She Falls",
first published in Milk Candy Review, was selected as a winner
for Best Microfictions 2025. She writes from a sensory
perspective.

Writer: Marie-Louise McGuinness
Reader: Charlotte McCurry
Producer: Michael Shannon

A BBC Audio Northern Ireland Production for BBC Radio 4.

FRI 16:00 Last Word (m002lpp4)
Dick Cheney, Yvonne Brewster, Mary McGee, Peter Watkins

Matthew Bannister on

Dick Cheney, the Republican politician who was Vice President
under George W Bush and played key roles in both Gulf Wars.

Yvonne Brewster, the Jamaican-born director and actor who
founded the Black British Theatre Company Talawa.

Mary ‘May’ McGee, the Irish woman who brought s successful
legal challenge against the country’s ban on contraception.

Peter Watkins, the film maker whose powerful depiction of a
nuclear attack on the UK was banned by the BBC

Producer: Gareth Nelson-Davies
Assistant Producer: Catherine Powell
Researcher: Jesse Edwards
Editor: Glyn Tansley

Archive used:
Dick Cheney interview, Oral Histories, C-Span, 19/12/2007;
Dick Cheney, PBS, 04/11/2025; Dick Cheney, Operation
Desert Storm press Conference, 17/01/1991; George W Bush
names Vice President candidate and running mate, CNN,
25/07/2000; Yvonne, Brewster interview, Fighting Talk, BBC
Two, 22/02/1991; Mary McGee interview, No Country For
Women documentary series, directed by Anne Roper, RTE
ONE, 19/06/2020; May McGee interview, Misneach, May &
Séamus McGee, TG4 YouTube Channel, uploaded 20/09/2023;
The World This Weekend, BBC Radio 4, 23/05/1971; Yvonne
Brewster, Desert Island Discs, Radio 4, 01/04/2005; Peter
Watkins interview, The Lively Arts, BBC Radio 3, 22/05/1966;
The War Game, BBC, 1966, Dir: Peter Watkins; Culloden,
1964 trailer , director: Peter Watkins;

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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FRI 16:30 Life Changing (m002ln7h)
[Repeat of broadcast at 09:00 on Wednesday]

FRI 17:00 PM (m002lpp6)
Mistakenly released Algerian sex offender re-arrested

Brahim Kaddour-Cherif arrested in North London more than a
week after his accidental release. Can the justice system win
back trust? Plus, in the first of our across-UK constituency
visits, PM broadcasts from Ashfield. We hear from the local
MP, Reform's Lee Anderson. And, Bob Dylan is touring the
UK again. We speak to his good friend, the folk singer Martin
Carthy.

FRI 18:00 Six O'Clock News (m002lpp8)
The second man accidentally freed from Wandsworth prison is
arrested

An Algerian sex offender, who was mistakenly released from
Wandsworth prison in South London at the end of last month,
has been arrested. Also: The woman who claimed to be
Madeleine McCann is found guilty of harassing the missing
girl's family. And the final of the Celebrity Traitors is the most
watched show on any channel this year.

FRI 18:30 The Naked Week (m002lppb)
Series 3

2. Trains, Tice, and Taylor Swift

This week, The Naked Week shoehorns an agenda, gets out of
jail free, and in a genuine Radio 4 first - Taylor Swift pays a
visit to the studio!

From host Andrew Hunter Murray and The Skewer's Jon
Holmes, Radio 4’s newest Friday night comedy The Naked
Week returns with a blend of the silly and serious. From
satirical stunts to studio set pieces via guest correspondents and
investigative journalism, it's a bold, audacious take not only on
the week’s news, but also the way it’s packaged and presented.

Host: Andrew Hunter Murray
Guests: Paul Dunphy, Taylor Swift (no, really!)

Investigations Team: Cat Neilan, Cormac Kehoe, Freya Shaw

Written by:
Jon Holmes
Katie Sayer
Gareth Ceredig
Jason Hazeley
James Kettle

Additional Material:
Karl Minns
Ali Panting
Helen Brooks
Molly Punshon
Kevin Smith
David Riffkin

Live Sound: Jerry Peal
Post Production: Tony Churnside
Clip Assistant: David Riffkin
Production Assistant: Molly Punshon

Assistant Producer: Katie Sayer
Producer and Director: Jon Holmes

Executive Producer: Phil Abrams.

An unusual production for BBC Radio 4

FRI 19:00 The Archers (m002lppd)
Unsettled Esme answers a call from Susan, who apologises for
the disturbance at yesterday’s funeral. Esme accepts the
apology, but cuts Susan off when Ruth and David arrive. Seeing
the state she’s in Ruth pulls Esme into a hug. Esme blames
herself for letting her dad down, despite David and Ruth’s
reassurances. Esme then announces she’s decided to take the
farm on, as her dad would have wanted. She doesn’t mean
permanently, but she’ll keep it a going concern before selling
the herd and business on to the next tenant. David and Ruth
pledge their support, while Esme offers to use what money she
has to make it work. Between themselves David and Ruth aren’t
sure how realistic this is, agreeing they’ll keep an eye on Esme.

Susan tells Neil that Brian, Lilian and Mick, plus some of the
volunteers, have complained about George working in the shop.
The shop committee have summoned Susan to an emergency
meeting, though Susan is defiant about keeping George on. Neil
thinks she might have to back down or risk losing everything
she’s fought for to keep the shop going. Later, Neil finds Susan
taking out her frustrations on some bread dough. She’s been told
she can’t let George volunteer in the shop. And now Susan’s

dreading having to tell him, after making such a huge effort to
repair their relationship. While Neil is more pragmatic Susan
determines to give the committee her own ultimatum: unless
they reconsider for George’s sake, she’s handing in her notice. Is
Neil with her on this?

FRI 19:15 Screenshot (m002lppg)
Melodrama

Ellen E Jones and Mark Kermode explore a once-popular genre
of cinema which flourished in the mid-20th Century with films
like Now Voyager, Mildred Pierce and All That Heaven Allows,
and is still alive and kicking today - albeit often in unexpected
ways.

Ellen speaks to film critic Pamela Hutchinson about the
melodramatic women's pictures of the 1930s, 40s and 50s, and
about why the melodrama genre may be thriving in the current
day, in the form of the male melodrama.

Meanwhile, Mark talks to two directors from either side of the
Atlantic, both well acquainted with the 21st century melodrama.

British-Moroccan director Fyzal Boulifa talks about the
influence of a 1950s Joan Crawford melodrama noir on his
2022 indie film The Damned Don't Cry, and about the post-
revolutionary roots of the melodrama form.

And American indie darling Todd Haynes discusses how
melodrama runs through his filmography, from 2002's Far
From Heaven, which reimagined the world of director Douglas
Sirk for a 21st Century audience, to the ‘queer-melodrama’
classic Carol.

Producer: Jane Long
A Prospect Street production for BBC Radio 4

FRI 20:00 Any Questions? (m002lppk)
Andrew Bowie MP, Lesley Riddoch, Michael Shanks MP, Pete
Wishart MP

Alex Forsyth presents political debate from the Dundee Bairns
warehouse in Dundee in Scotland with the Shadow Secretary of
State for Scotland Andrew Bowie MP, the journalist and
broadcaster Lesley Riddoch, the Energy Minister Michael
Shanks MP and the SNP's Deputy Leader in Westminster Pete
Wishart MP.

Producer: Robin Markwell
Lead Broadcast Engineer: Andy Hay

FRI 20:55 This Week in History (m002ln7m)
[Repeat of broadcast at 11:40 on Wednesday]

FRI 21:00 Free Thinking (m002lppp)
The end of civilisations and societies

"Doom-prepping" tech billionaires have been in the headlines
recently and whether it’s ecological crisis or a breakdown in law
and order, fear of societal collapse seems to lurk in the
background of a lot of discussion in politics and wider society.
But what does it mean? When has it happened in the past? Can
we avoid it – or survive it – in the future? Joining presenter
Shahidha Bari for Radio 4's roundtable discussion about the
ideas shaping our world are:
Luke Kemp from the Cambridge Centre for the Study of
Existential Risk, the writer and commentator Peter Hitchens,
classical historian Neville Morley, historian of modern politics
Phil Tinline and Rhiannon Firth, sociologist at University
College London.

Producer: Luke Mulhall

FRI 22:00 The World Tonight (m002lpps)
Hundreds of flights cancelled as US shutdown grinds on

The longest shutdown in US history became even more severe
today as hundreds of flights were cancelled by the federal
government to reduce strain on air traffic controllers, who
haven't been paid for five weeks. We hear from travellers,
airport staff and a Republican congressman on the growing
political pressure to find a deal in Congress that would end the
government shutdown.

Also on the programme: one of the pioneers of artificial
intelligence tells us why he's profoundly concerned about the
potential harm from the technology. And the geneticist who co-
discovered DNA, James Watson, has died aged 97. We hear
from a lifelong friend.

FRI 22:45 O Now by Niall Williams (m002lppv)
Episode Five

A new original fiction serial specially commissioned by BBC
Radio 4 from the acclaimed Irish author Niall Williams. As
read by Dermot Crowley.

Four nights a week, Bat Considine calls on his neighbour
Mossie Crowe; a beloved widower known to all in the townland
of Faha by his grand-father name of Ganga. They sit by the fire
and, as Bat reads the newspaper aloud, wait to see which of
them will die first. One evening, the two old men make a pact in
the hope of one day being able to tell the other the mind of
God.

Author
Niall Williams is a best-selling and award-winning author. His
novels are often set in the fictional townland of Faha in County
Clare, Ireland. These include ‘A History of the Rain’ which was
long-listed for the Man Booker Prize 2015, ‘This Is Happiness’
which was nominated for The Irish Book Awards 2020 and ‘The
Time of The Child’ which won the Kerry Gold Irish Novel of
the Year 2025. He also recently adapted his novel ‘Four Letters
of Love’ into a 2025 film starring Pierce Brosnan and Helena
Bonham Carter.

Reader: Dermot Crowley
Writer: Niall Williams
Producer: Michael Shannon

A BBC Audio Northern Ireland production for BBC Radio 4.

FRI 23:00 Americast (w3ct8byp)
The Democrats are back… but will it last?

For the first time since the presidential election there is
renewed optimism among Democrats after a big election night
on Tuesday. Alongside Zohran Mamdani’s win in New York
and the governor races in New Jersey and West Virginia, the
party also won important - albeit less glamorous - races in
Pennsylvania and Georgia.

In this episode, Justin, Anthony and Sarah unpack how and
where the Democrats won, and what it means for the party and
next year’s midterm elections.

For Republicans, the inquest has already begun into a bruising
night for the party that has raised fears ahead of the 2026
midterms and the party’s congressional majority. Donald Trump
is blaming poor results on the ongoing government shutdown
and his name not being on the ballot.

And we’re joined by Jim Messina, a Democrat strategist and
former deputy chief of staff to Barack Obama. He gives his
take on what he thinks lies behind Tuesday’s wins, what he
thinks the party has learned since 2024 and whether he agrees
with Prop 50 - the redistricting measures passed in California to
redraw the state’s political lines to favour Democrats.

HOSTS:
* Sarah Smith, North America editor
* Justin Webb, Radio 4 presenter
* Anthony Zurcher, North America correspondent

GUEST:

* Jim Messina, Former deputy chief of staff to Barack Obama

GET IN TOUCH:
* Join our online community: https://discord.gg/qSrxqNcmRB
* Send us a message or voice note via WhatsApp to +44 330
123 9480
* Email Americast@bbc.co.uk
* Or use #Americast

This episode was made by George Dabby with Alix Pickles and
Grace Reeve. The technical producer was Mike Regaard. The
series producer is Purvee Pattni. The senior news editor is Sam
Bonham.

If you want to be notified every time we publish a new episode,
please subscribe to us on BBC Sounds by hitting the subscribe
button on the app.

You can now listen to Americast on a smart speaker. If you
want to listen, just say "Ask BBC Sounds to play Americast”. It
works on most smart speakers.

US Election Unspun: Sign up for Anthony’s BBC newsletter:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-68093155

Americast is part of the BBC News Podcasts family of
podcasts. The team that makes Americast also makes lots of
other podcasts, including Newscast and Ukrainecast. If you
enjoy Americast (and if you're reading this then you hopefully
do), then we think that you will enjoy some of our other pods
too. See links below.

Newscast: https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/series/p05299nl
Ukrainecast: https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/p0bqztzm
Radical: https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/p0gg4k6r

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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FRI 23:30 Radical with Amol Rajan (m002lppy)
Irrational Humans: How Our Behaviour Shapes the Economy
(Professor Richard Thaler)

How do human choices, biases, and behaviours shape our
economy? This week Amol speaks to Nobel Prize winning
behavioural economist Professor Richard Thaler about his
theories that dive into the patterns behind our decision-making
and reveal why humans aren’t always as rational as we like to
think.

From overconfidence and the lure of winning at any cost, to the
hidden costs of risk-taking and the psychology of incentives, his
research shows why individuals and markets sometimes make
surprising — or even seemingly irrational — choices.

By unpacking the experiments described in his book The
Winner’s Curse we get an insight into his work and he applies
these behavioural insights to the issues facing the UK today.
They discuss how to get young people off welfare and into
work, government debt and why Richard believes the winter
fuel allowance needs a rethink.

(00:04:10) Why he thinks traditional economic theory is flawed

(00:07:44) The pros and cons of behavioural economics

(00:17:40) The story behind The Winner’s Curse

(00:19:00) The Endowment Effect

(00:21:16) The Ultimatum Game

(00:23:28) Confirmation Bias and Overconfidence

(00:25:54) Mental Accounting

(00:29:42) Young people, welfare and work

(00:33:35) Tackling government debt

(00:38:32) The housing crisis

(00:40:06) The rise of AI and dangers of social media

(00:43:00) How he found out that he’d won the Nobel Prize for
Economics

(00:45:26) Richard Thaler’s legacy

(00:47:43) Amol’s reflections

(00:51:20) Listener Messages

GET IN TOUCH

* WhatsApp: 0330 123 9480
* Email: radical@bbc.co.uk

Episodes of Radical with Amol Rajan are released every
Thursday and you can also watch them on BBC iPlayer: https://
www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m002f1d0/radical-with-amol-
rajan

Amol Rajan is a presenter of the Today programme on BBC
Radio 4. He is also the host of University Challenge on BBC
One. Before that, Amol was media editor at the BBC and editor
at The Independent.

Radical with Amol Rajan is a Today Podcast. It was made by
Lewis Vickers with Anna Budd. Digital production was by
Gabriel Purcell-Davis. Technical production was by Dave
O’Neill. The editor is Sam Bonham. The executive producer is
Owenna Griffiths.
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