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SATURDAY 13 JANUARY 2024

SAT 00:00 Midnight News (m001v44n)
The latest news and weather forecast from BBC Radio 4.

SAT 00:30 The Wager by David Grann (m001v3vz)
Book of the Week: Episode 10 - The Court-Martial

David Grann's account of shipwreck, mutiny and survival
concludes. The day of reckoning arrives and the lives of all the
surviving castaways hangs in the balance. Luke Treadaway
reads.

David Grann, the internationally best-selling and award winning
writer, brings us the story of the treacherous events that took
place on the Wager, an eighteenth century British warship,
when it was lost at sea. Grann's enquiry into this story of
shipwreck, mutiny, and murder sheds light on what happened
when the Wager's crew were stranded on an uninhabitable
island thousands of miles from home. The fate of those few
men who made it home, reveals shocking insights into Great
Britain's justice system in the Age of Empire.

David Grann is the author of The Lost City of Z, and Killers of
the Flower Moon which is now a Hollywood blockbuster.

Abridged by Richard Hamilton
Produced by Elizabeth Allard

SAT 00:48 Shipping Forecast (m001v44x)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

SAT 01:00 Selection of BBC World Service Programmes
(m001v453)
World Service

BBC Radio 4 joins the BBC World Service.

SAT 05:20 Shipping Forecast (m001v45b)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

SAT 05:30 News Briefing (m001v45l)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

SAT 05:43 Prayer for the Day (m001v45v)
A reflection and prayer to start the day with Pastor Andrew
Roycroft

SAT 05:45 The Banksy Story (m001nvql)
2. Love & Death & BMX

James Peak isn't an art critic, or even a journalist. He's a
Banksy super-fan, and in this series he, and his soundman
Duncan, get closer than close to Banksy's secret world - telling
the story of the graffiti kid who made spraying walls into high
art, the household name who is completely anonymous, the
cultural phenomenon who bites the hand that feeds him.

James persuades a member of Banksy's secret team — someone
who worked closely with the artist when they were starting to
cut through — to talk about the experience. The story that results
is a rollercoaster ride.

In this episode, James finds someone from Banksy's secret
team, but will they talk?

Written, Produced and Presented by James Peak

Sound & Commentary: Duncan Crowe.

Voices: Keith Wickham & Harriet Carmichael

Music: Alcatraz Swim Team & Lilium

Series Mixing: Neil Churchill

Executive Producer: Philip Abrams

With special thanks to Hadrian Briggs, Pete Chinn, Patrick
Nguyen, John Higgs and Steph Warren.

An Essential Radio production for BBC Radio 4

SAT 06:00 News and Papers (m001vc85)
The latest news headlines. Including the weather and a look at
the papers.

SAT 06:07 Open Country (m001v40x)
Return of the Derry Girl

Derry/Londonderry has a conflicted past but is fiercely loved
and celebrated by its inhabitants. In the 21st century, it's
shaping a new identity and redefining itself. The success of the
hit TV sitcom 'Derry Girls' has breathed new life into the civic
vision of the city and its surrounding landscape, shining a global
spotlight on a place so often defined only by its troubled

history. Marie-Louise Muir is native to the city and has resettled
there after years of living away. In this programme, she
discovers the new atmosphere of pride which is emerging and
explores the new narrative of the city and its surroundings.

Produced by Ruth Sanderson

SAT 06:30 Farming Today (m001vc87)
13/01/24 German farmer protests; Fairness in supply chain; Soy
and insects in animal feed; Mid-winter British strawberries.

Farmers in Germany have been protesting about plans to cut
subsidies on diesel. The cuts were introduced to fix a budget
row after the German's government's budget was ruled illegal.
The proposal has now been watered down so the subsidy on
agricultural fuel will be gradually phased out but that's done
little to reassure farmers.

The long running row over wild camping on Dartmoor
continues. One of the landowners has won the right to appeal to
the Supreme Court over a ruling, from the High Court, that wild
camping is allowed on Dartmoor. He argued that camping
shouldn't be allowed because it isn't 'open air recreation’ - which
is permitted under the Dartmoor Commons Act.

Increasing the supply of green energy is one of the major
targets for the UK to reach its climate commitments. Wind and
solar farms both contribute to that but getting the power to
where its needed means more pylons and underground cabling
being built, often through rural areas and that's causing concern.

All week on Farming Today we've been looking at animal feed.
Soya has become a staple in feed - it's high protein and
relatively cheap, but it's imported and can come from areas of
deforestation so farmers are looking for alternatives. We visit a
feed-manufacturer in Aberdeenshire producing a soy-free
animal feed, using oil seed rape as a source of protein. Insects
are another possible source of protein. Farmers in the EU can
now use them in animal feed, but it's not yet allowed here in the
UK. We've been to the labs of FERA Science in York to meet
scientists researching the use of insects in animal feed.

Robots and Al technology at the heart of a vertical farm in
Lincolnshire growing British strawberries mid winter.

Presenter = Charlotte Smith
Producer = Rebecca Rooney

SAT 06:57 Weather (m001vc89)
The latest weather reports and forecast

SAT 07:00 Today (m001vc8c)
Including Sports Desk, Weather and Thought for the Day.

SAT 09:00 Saturday Live (m001vc8f)
Michael Mosley, Julie Felix, Gabriella Cugno, Owain Wyn
Evans

Bestselling writer, self-experimenter and host of Just One
Thing, Michael Mosley is a man so keen on giving the nation
‘just one thing’ to do to improve our lives, that we’re soon going
to run out of hours in the day to incorporate them all.

If the very thought of handmade chocolates makes you salivate,
prepare to drool, because the master chocolatier behind the new
‘Wonka film, Gabriella Cugno reveals how useful a chocolate
teacup actually is.

And Julie Felix, Britain’s first professional Black ballerina who
has been named in the New Year's Honours list, describes how
after being told in 1970’s Britain that she had the wrong skin
colour for ballet she pirouetted across the Atlantic to America
where her career took off.

Plus, the Inheritance Tracks from a man of many jobs;
weatherman, turned drummerman, turned Radio 2 early
riser...Owain Wyn Evans.

Presenters: Nikki Bedi and Greg James
Producer: Ben Mitchell

SAT 10:00 You're Dead to Me (m001vc8h)
History of Kung Fu

In this episode, Greg Jenner is joined by Dr Leon Rocha and
comedian Phil Wang to learn all about the surprising history of
kung fu, from ancient China to the present day. Rooted in
ancient Chinese exercises designed to promote long life, kung
fu was pioneered by the monks of the Shaolin temple before
spreading throughout China. But how did peaceful Buddhist
monks come to create a martial arts style that would gain global
popularity? From the mountains of medieval China to the
movie screens of Hollywood, via plundering pirates and
legendary nuns, this episode explores the historical development

of Chinese martial arts.

Hosted by: Greg Jenner

Research by: Jon Mason

Written by: Emmie Rose Price-Goodfellow, Emma Nagouse,
and Greg Jenner

Produced by: Emmie Rose Price-Goodfellow and Greg Jenner
Audio Producer: Steve Hankey

Senior Producer: Emma Nagouse

SAT 10:30 Alexei Sayle's Strangers on a Train (m001nwnx)
Series 2

Shrewsbury to Pwllheli

Comedy icon Alexei Sayle continues his series of rail journeys
across the country with a trip from Shrewsbury to Pwllheli on
the Cambrian coast line.

Alexei’s mission is to break the golden rule of travelling by train
and actually talk to his fellow passengers, in a quest for
conversations with strangers that will reveal their lives, hopes,
dreams and destinations.

Along the way, Alexei holds a finger into the wind of the
thoughts and moods of the great British travelling public.
There’s humour, sadness and surprise as people reveal what is
going on in their lives and, as Alexei passes through familiar
towns and cities, he also delves into his own personal stories of
a childhood in Liverpool and a long career as a comedian, actor
and author.

Alexei has a life-long ticket to ride in his DNA, as his father
was a railway guard. As a child, Alexei travelled on trains with
his mum and dad, not only in the UK but also abroad. While
other children in Liverpool at the time thought a trip to
Blackpool was a big adventure, Alexei travelled to Paris,
experienced the Orient Express, had summer holidays in
Czechoslovakia and visited mysterious cities with
unpronounceable names in the farthest corners of Europe.

In this programme, among his many fellow travellers, Alexei
miraculously finds Barry, an old school friend from Liverpool;
Denise, who has been given an extraordinary set of directions in
order to deal with the complex arrangements for her holiday;
Geoff, who on a whim, decided to buy one of the UK's oldest
cinemas, in a tiny Welsh seaside town; Isabel, who is off to
monitor dolphins - and Margaret, who has been going to the
same spot on the Cambrian coast for her holiday every year for
more than 50 years - and now her extended family is following
the same tradition.

SAT 11:00 The Week in Westminster (m001vc8k)

George Parker, political editor of the Financial Times, assesses
the latest developments at Westminster as the Prime Minister
authorises air strikes against Houthi rebels in the Red Sea and
pays a surprise trip to Ukraine. George speaks to former UK
ambassador to Washington and former national security adviser,
Lord Darroch, about the military action and the global security
situation. With the Post Office scandal taking centre stage in
Parliament this week George brings together Conservative MP
and former postal services minister, Paul Scully, and SNP MP
and chair of the Post Office All Party Parliamentary Group,
Marion Fellows. Conservative MP Sir Jacob Rees-Mogg and
Labour's Dame Angela Eagle debate the role of the Office for
Budget Responsibility in shaping economic policy. And, as
Rishi Sunak pitches himself as the continuity candidate ahead
of a general election, George speaks to John Major's former
political secretary, Lord Hill, and Keir Starmer's former
director of policy, Claire Ainsley, about whether the 1992
election provides any lessons for the main parties.

SAT 11:30 From Our Own Correspondent (m001vc8m)
Japan: Learning Lessons from Earthquakes

Kate Adie introduces stories from Japan, the USA, the Thailand-
Myanmar border, Barbuda and Guinea-Bissau.

The earthquake which shook Japan on New Year's Day brought
considerable damage to the mostly-rural Noto peninsula. One
noticeable pattern amidst the destruction was how much more
robust modern buildings had proved to be over older, wooden
homes. Jean Mackenzie reflects on Japan's evolving ability to
cope with earthquakes.

Every four years, the citizens of Iowa welcome a political circus
to town - as national and international media, political grandees
and pollsters flood in to cover the Iowa caucuses. Justin Webb
explains how and why Towa has such a special role in the
electoral process.

Although the world's attention may have shifted away from
Myanmar's internal conflict, there are still several serious
regional insurgencies raging against its ruling military regime.
This fighting causes casualties - many of whom now have to
seek health care outside Myanmar. after hospitals were
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targeted. Rebecca Root reports from a clinic on the Thailand-
Myanmar border trying to treat Myanmar's sick and wounded.

The tiny Caribbean island of Barbuda is beautiful and relatively
undeveloped - but for how long? Caroline Bayley visited this
idyllic spot to delve into a local dispute over a new airstrip and
resort complex which could change its ecosystem and culture
for ever.

Despite their scruffy appearance and lack of cuteness, vultures
have value - particularly in West Africa. They can help fight
disease - and some people in Guinea Bissau believe their body
parts work as cures. Sam Bradpiece explains why Guinea
Bissau's government has moved to protect them.

Producer: Polly Hope
Editor: Richard Fenton-Smith
Production Co-Ordinator: Gemma Ashman

SAT 12:00 News Summary (m001vc96)
The latest national and international news from BBC Radio 4.

SAT 12:04 Money Box (m001vc59)
Fake Job Offers and Pension Pots

New figures given to Money Box show there has been a big
increase in the amount of money being stolen through fake text
messages offering people jobs. These recruitment scams are
usually sent via text or WhatsApp and offer high pay, easy
hours and the chance to work from home. Last year 126 people
contacted Action Fraud saying they'd been victims of this type
of scam with £977,000 stolen from them. That is 50 times as
much as was reported the year before. What do you need to
look out for?

Storm Henk was the 8th storm of this season and more could
well be on the way. As the flooding costs for insurers rise, home
insurance premiums move up with them. According to the
Consumer Intelligence Home Insurance Price Index they had
already risen 36% by last October. We'll explain all you need to
know about flood insurance.

‘When you pay into a pension you expect it to be there for you
when you retire. We investigate one listener's case who
discovered her pension company had taken all her money in
charges.

And Paul Lewis asks listeners how they buy their music? Email
moneybox@bbc.co.uk

Presenter: Paul Lewis

Reporters: Dan Whitworth and Sandra Hardial
Researcher: Jo Krasner

Editor: Jess Quayle

(First broadcast 12pm Saturday 13th January, 2024)

SAT 12:30 The News Quiz (m001v41b)
Series 113

Episode 2

Andy Zaltzman quizzes the week's news. Providing all the
answers are Ian Smith, Geoff Norcott, Shaparak Khorsandi and
Ayesha Hazarika

In this episode Andy and the panel dive into a news story that
seemingly took over 20 years to be delivered and look ahead to
the big elections coming up in 2024 both at home and abroad.

Written by Andy Zaltzman

With additional material by: Cody Dahler, Mike Shephard and
Jade Gebbie

Producer: Sam Holmes

Executive Producer: Richard Morris
Production Coordinator: Sarah Nicholls
Sound Editor: Marc Willcox

A BBC Studios Production for Radio 4

SAT 12:57 Weather (m001vc8r)
The latest weather forecast

SAT 13:00 News and Weather (m001vc8t)
The latest national and international news and weather reports
from BBC Radio 4

SAT 13:10 Any Questions? (m001v42d)
Sarah Champion MP, Baroness Fox, Kevin Hollinrake MP,
Henri Murison

Alex Forsyth presents political debate from Chester Cathedral
with a panel including the chair of the International
Development Select Committee Sarah Champion MP, the
Director of the Academy of Ideas Baroness Claire Fox,
Business Minister Kevin Hollinrake MP and the Chief
Executive of the Northern Powerhouse Partnership Henri
Murison.

Producer: Robin Markwell

Lead broadcast engineer: Mike Smith

SAT 14:00 Any Answers? (m001vc8w)
Call Any Answers? to have your say on the big issues in the
news this week

SAT 14:45 The Banksy Story (m001nw23)
3. Santa's Ghetto

James Peak isn't an art critic, or even a journalist. He's a
Banksy super-fan, and in this series he, and his soundman
Duncan, get closer than close to Banksy's secret world - telling
the story of the graffiti kid who made spraying walls into high
art, the household name who is completely anonymous, the
cultural phenomenon who bites the hand that feeds him.

James persuades a member of Banksy's secret team — someone
who worked closely with the artist when they were starting to
cut through — to talk about the experience. The story that results
is a rollercoaster ride

In this episode, an incident at the Christmas Santa's Ghetto
exhibition helps Steph prove herself to Banksy.

Written, Produced and Presented by James Peak

Sound & Commentary: Duncan Crowe.

Voices: Keith Wickham & Harriet Carmichael

Music: Alcatraz Swim Team & Lilium

Series Mixing: Neil Churchill

Executive Producer: Philip Abrams

With special thanks to Hadrian Briggs, Pete Chinn, Patrick
Nguyen, John Higgs and Steph Warren.

An Essential Radio production for BBC Radio 4

SAT 15:00 Electric Decade (m000ntsc)
USA by John Dos Passos

Episode Two

USA is an epic saga following a group of characters through the
opening decades of the 20th century, in a grand sweep that
takes us from post-war boom to Great Depression bust.

It has modernist flair, a sharp social eye, and a profound
humanity. We follow key individuals, drawn from all walks of
life, as their paths cross to creating a complex and moving
tapestry of American society.

One by one, we are introduced to the players, and we learn
about each in depth from infancy to maturity. We see them
growing up, negotiating adolescence, looking for love and
finding their place in the world, meeting each other as fortune
dictates, and following their destiny to success or failure.

Dramatised by Robin Brooks from John Dos Passos's USA
trilogy: The 42nd Parallel, 1919 and The Big Money

Episode Two: Janey Williams, Eveline Hutchins, Richard
Savage, Daughter.

Janey Williams’s fate becomes tangled with that of
Moorehouse. Eveline Hutchins shows us her side of the story.
Daughter is a spoilt Texan belle with a wild tomboy streak.
Richard Savage is a young man in a hurry. With the end of the
war, as the Paris peace conference exerts its pull, we see how
their lives collide.

Cast:

John Ward Moorehouse ..... Tom Bateman
Eleanor Stoddard ..... Tanya Reynolds
Eveline Hutchins ..... Hannah Genesius
Janey Williams ..... Sheila Atim

Richard Savage ..... Luke Thallon
Daughter (Anne Elizabeth) ..... Kelly Burke
Jack Washburn ..... Christopher Ragland
Bud ..... Gabriel Freilich

Gertrude Staple ..... Laurel Lefkow

Jerry Burnham ..... Will Howard

Freddy Sergeant ..... Calam Lynch

Other parts played by members of the company.

Producer / Director - Fiona McAlpine
Sound Design & Music Arrangement - Lucinda Mason Brown

Production Manager - Lucy Barter
Broadcast Assistant - Georgia Brown

An Allegra production for BBC Radio 4

SAT 16:00 Woman's Hour (m001vc8z)
‘Weekend Woman’s Hour - Cush Jumbo, Spice Girls Stamp,
Assisted Dying

Cush Jumbo is the award-winning actor known for her roles on
the stage and screen, from The Good Fight to Macbeth. She
joins Clare McDonnell to discuss starring in - and executive
producing — the new crime thriller series Criminal Record.
Cush stars as DS June Lenker, a police detective locked in a
confrontation with an older detective, played by Peter Capaldi,
over a historic murder conviction.

For the first time, Royal Mail has dedicated set of stamps to a
female pop group, to commemorate 30 years since the Spice
Girls formed in 1994. Lauren Bravo, a culture journalist and
author and DJ Yinka Bokinni joined Emma to talk about it.

Last week on Woman’s Hour we heard the candid admission by
the former Labour MP and Government Minister, Dame Joan
Ruddock that she was ready to end her terminally ill husband's
life using a pillow in a bid to end his pain. Her husband the
former MP Frank Doran had been suffering from end stage
bowel cancer in 2017, and she struggled to get him pain relief
medication in the hours before he died. She is now calling for a
free vote in the Commons to legalise assisted dying. The public
debate around the subject has been revived in recent months by
leading figures such as Esther Rantzen - who revealed that she
is considering travelling to a Dignitas clinic in Switzerland if
her cancer worsens. But others such as Baroness Ilora Finlay, a
cross bench peer in the House of Lords and a palliative end of
life care expert, are cautioning against a law change. She
believes improved access to care and pain relief is the answer
when people are dying rather than the taking of lethal drugs.
She joins Clare McDonnell to reflect on the new push for a law
change.

Shere Hite - a name many people will remember, but some may
not know. She was a pioneering feminist sex researcher who
published her ground-breaking book, The Hite Report: A
National Study of Female Sexuality in 1976. The book was seen
by many as radical, changing prevailing notions about female
sexuality. Shere went on to write and publish several more
books, but endured intense and lasting criticism in the US, and
eventually moved to Europe and renounced her American
citizenship in 1995. She died in 2020. Emmy-winning and
Oscar-nominated Director, Nicole Newnham felt that despite
how influential Shere had been in life, that she has since been
forgotten. So Nicole produced the documentary, The
Disappearance of Shere Hite, which is released in UK cinemas
on January 12th. She joins Krupa to discuss it.

As the number of pupils missing a significant amount of their
education is about double the level it was before the pandemic,
Clare is joined by Ellie Costello, the executive director of
Square Peg, a not-for-profit which helps families that struggle
with school attendance.

SAT 17:00 PM (m001vc95)
Full coverage of the day's news

SAT 17:30 Sliced Bread Presents (m001v3z4)
Toast - Sunny Delight

‘Why did sales of the best-selling soft drink, Sunny Delight,
suddenly bomb in the 1990s?

While Sliced Bread takes a break we serve up... Toast. A study
of the spectacular failures of brands which had promised so
much to consumers.

In each episode, the presenter and BBC business journalist,
Sean Farrington, examines one big idea. What did it promise?
‘Why did it fail? What can we learn from it today?

In this episode, Sean learns why sales of Sunny Delight faltered
in the UK after an extraordinarily successful launch.

Sean speaks to some of the people who worked on the brand,
hearing how it became a hit before a series of unfortunate
coincidences undermined its popularity.

The self-made millionaire and serial entrepreneur, Sam White,
is alongside him, analysing the missteps that changed Sunny
Delight's fortunes.

‘Sunny D', as it is known today, is still sold in some UK
supermarkets. It has different owners and ingredients but it has
never matched the incredible sales figures which it achieved in
its early days.

You can email the programme at toast@bbc.co.uk

Feel free to suggest topics which we could cover in future
episodes

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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Sliced Bread returns for a new batch of investigations in
February. In the new series, Greg Foot will investigate more of
the latest so-called wonder products to find out whether they
really are the best thing since sliced bread. In the meantime,
Toast is available in the Sliced Bread feed on BBC Sounds.

Toast is produced by Jon Douglas and Viant Siddique and is a
BBC Audio North production for Radio 4 and BBC Sounds.

SAT 17:54 Shipping Forecast (m001vc9f)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

SAT 17:57 Weather (m001vc9n)
The latest weather forecast

SAT 18:00 Six O'Clock News (m001vc9x)

Taiwan's president-elect has vowed to defend the self-governing
island from Chinese intimidation. Beijing says it opposes what
it calls the island's separatist movement.

SAT 18:15 Loose Ends (m001vc5f)
Matt Lucas & Elis James, Trinny Woodall, Martin Jarvis, Urooj
Ashfaq, Bill Ryder Jones, Marika Hackman, YolanDa Brown

Clive Anderson and YolanDa Brown are joined by Matt Lucas
& Elis James, Trinny Woodall, Urooj Ashfaq and Martin Jarvis
for an eclectic mix of conversation, music and comedy. With
music from Bill Ryder Jones and Marika Hackman.

SAT 19:00 Profile (m001vc47)
Colleen Hoover

The ‘New Adult’ romance author topping book charts, and
breaking records - she’s even outsold the Bible. Who is Colleen
Hoover?

The small-town Texan turned hit novelist is a TikTok sensation.
Young women film themselves sobbing as they read her books,
and queue for hours to meet her. Her meteoric rise to fame,
from a small trailer on the family farm, reads like one of her
stories. And now, her hit novel - ‘It Ends With Us’ - is set to hit
the silver screen.

Presenter: Mark Coles

Producers: Ellie House and Diane Richardson

Editor: Richard Vadon

Studio Manager: Neil Churchill

Production Coordinators: Maria Ogundele, Katie Morrison, and
Janet Staples

SAT 19:15 This Cultural Life (m001vcbc)
Patricia Cornwell

Patricia Cornwell’s books have sold over 120 million copies in
thirty-six languages in over 120 countries. She’s authored
dozens of New York Times bestsellers. For over thirty years her
protagonist, the forensic scientist Kay Scarpetta has been
investigating murders across America, tracking down criminals
by analysing evidence left on the bodies of victims. Cornwell
has won the Sherlock Award, the Gold Dagger Award, the RBA
Thriller Award, and the Medal of Chevalier of the Order of
Arts and Letters for her contributions to literary and artistic
development. She's also authored two books on the identity of
Jack the Ripper. Her latest Kay Scarpetta novel is Unnatural
Death.

Patricia talks to John Wilson about her challenging childhood
and upbringing in North Carolina. She reveals the influence of
two works of literature on her own writing; Uncle Tom's Cabin
by Harriet Beecher Stowe, an ancestor of Cornwell's; and
William Golding's Lord of the Flies. She also talks about her
interest in the Parthenon Sculptures and her fascination with the
identity of Jack the Ripper.

Producer: Edwina Pitman

SAT 20:00 Archive on 4 (m00045t1)
Remembering Christopher Hitchens

The life and times of Christopher Hitchens told through archive
and interview. Presented by D D Guttenplan and featuring
Martin Amis, Stephen Fry, Ian McEwan and Tony Blair.

By the time of his death in December 2011, at the age of 62,
Christopher Hitchens had become possibly the most famous
journalist in the world.

He started his career as a Trotskyist pamphleteer, writing on
workers’ self-management in Algeria for the journal
International Socialist. He ended as the most eloquent
propagandist for the Iraq war. Yet, far from damaging his
reputation, this swerve to the right only added to his notoriety.

Hitchens became a fixture on both British and American
television, a feared debater, and the author of the atheist credo
God is Not Great. He remains one of the most distinctive and
influential voices of our era.

D D Guttenplan, Editor at Large for The Nation magazine,
speaks to some of Christopher Hitchens’ friends and family in
an effort to unwrap the enigma behind this most public of
public men.

Marking what would have been Hitchens’ 70th birthday,
Guttenplan looks behind the myth of "the Hitch" - a man who
drank whiskey like water, smoked cigarettes as if his life
depended on it, and wrote - so it was said - faster than most
could read.

Guttenplan examines how Hitchens stumbled out of Oxford
with a third class degree and became the very model of a public
intellectual, playing devil’s advocate against the canonisation of
Mother Theresa, pursuing Henry Kissinger, arguing about God
with Tony Blair, and arguing against God with Daniel Dennett
and Richard Dawkins - all while making himself a seemingly
indispensible feature of the political landscape.

An SPG production for BBC Radio 4

SAT 21:00 Drama on 4 (m00140bq)
Fake Psychic (Part 2)

Written and reported by Vicky Baker
Drama by Nick Perry

If you wanted to speak with the dead in 1960s America, there
was one man who was ready to help. For more than a decade,
Lamar Keene was at the top of his game, becoming known as
the Prince of Spiritualists. Then, quite suddenly, he turned his
back on it all.

Lamar Keene went public and revealed his whole operation had
been one big con. He not only implicated himself but claimed
that he had been part of an underground network, which had
conspired to defraud the unsuspecting public. He called it the
“psychic mafia”, and said that his confession made him a
marked man.

In a series that mixes documentary with drama, Vicky Baker
(Fake Heiress) takes a deep dive into Lamar Keene’s stranger-
than-fiction life story.

,,,,, Edward Hogg
..... Tom Mothersdale
AAAAA Susan Brown
..... Barbara Barnes
Nathan Osgood
Shaun Mason
..... Michael Begley
..... Neil McCaul
..... Jasmine Hyde
... Tillie Murray
AAAAA Christine Kavanagh

Sound: Peter Ringrose
Producer: Sasha Yevtushenko

SAT 21:45 Short Works (m001v3zs)
Coal Country Beauty Queen by Anna Bailey

Coal Country Beauty Queen, a new story from Anna Bailey.

US Army veteran Nate looks back at his life, and at what could
have been.

Reader: Matthew Needham
Producer: Nicola Holloway

SAT 22:00 News (m001vcbr)
The latest national and international news from BBC Radio 4

SAT 22:15 Screenshot (m001v422)
American Elections

In the year of a Presidential election, Ellen E Jones and Mark
Kermode investigate the murky world of American Elections on
screen.

Donald Trump's victory in the 2016 Presidential election,
inspired many film lovers to reconnect with two films - John
Frankenheimer’s 1962 political thriller, The Manchurian
Candidate, and David Cronenburg’s 1983 adaptation of Stephen
King’s sci-fi horror The Dead Zone. Both films are steeped in
subterfuge, conspiracy and corruption.

Mark speaks with politically engaged comedian Greg Proops to
ask why two movies from the 20th century seem so relevant to
21st century politics. Former Obama speech writer turned

podcaster Tommy Vietor talks with Mark about the relationship
between fictional presidents and real life PR.

Ellen takes a look at the iconic and beloved drama The West
‘Wing, and how it affects real world opinions on American
politics and presidents. She speaks with West Wing writer Paul
Redford to talk about what this portrayal of the perfect
President does to real life democracy and the mindset of the
electorate. Does it give us something to aim for? Or might it
distract us from what’s really going on?

And Professor Kristina Riegert talks about the wealth of
academic research that The West Wing has been the focus of -
political compromise is just as essential on screen as it is in real
life.

Producer: Freya Hellier
A Prospect Street production for BBC Radio 4

SAT 23:00 Counterpoint (m001v3fn)
Series 37

Heat 5, 2024

(5/13)

Another three music lovers join Paul Gambaccini at the Radio
Theatre in London for the latest of this year's heats in the wide-
ranging music quiz. They'll have to prove the breadth of their
music knowledge to stand a chance of winning a semi-final
place. As part of the quiz they will each have to choose a
completely unforeseen special topic on which to answer
individual questions.

Taking part are

Graham Jones from Milton Keynes
Hannah Reilly from Renfrewshire
David Stainer from Hertford

Assistant Producer: Stephen Garner

Producer: Paul Bajoria

SAT 23:30 Stand-Up Specials (m00132k3)
George Fouracres: Black Country Gentlemon

A stand-up special from celebrated comedy star George
Fouracres (Daphne, Pls Like, Raised by Wolves), who tells his
story of growing up living with his Grandad and brothers in
Wolverhampton.

Expect tales of wearing a bowtie on childhood trips to
McDonalds (always dress for dinner), being woken up at
4:30am by his Grandad’s screeching mynah bird in the kitchen
and really really wanting to become a priest. This is the story of
George's love for the Black Country and how his eccentric
upbringing has made him a true Black Country ‘Gentlemon’.

Producer: Richard Morris
Production co-ordinator: Beverly Tagg

This programme was first broadcast in March 2022

A BBC Studios Production

SUNDAY 14 JANUARY 2024

SUN 00:00 Midnight News (m001vccd)
The latest news and weather forecast from BBC Radio 4.

SUN 00:15 Across the Divide (m001slnq)
Gaza and Southern Israel

Families from the many sides of the Gaza/Israeli dispute share
and reflect on their own personal histories and day-to-day
existence.

SUN 00:48 Shipping Forecast (m001vcck)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

SUN 01:00 Selection of BBC World Service Programmes
(m001vcev)
World Service

BBC Radio 4 joins the BBC World Service.

SUN 05:20 Shipping Forecast (m001vcdS)
The latest weather reports and forecasts for UK shipping

SUN 05:30 News Briefing (m001vedf)
National and international news from BBC Radio 4

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/




Radio 4 Listings for 13 — 19 January 2024

Page 4 of 18

SUN 05:43 Bells on Sunday (m001vc5z)
St Mary’s church in Coddenham, Suffolk

Bells on Sunday comes from St Mary’s church in Coddenham,
Suffolk. The Grade One listed church building has medieval
origins with major phases of development in the 14th and 15th
century including construction of a bell tower. Today that tower
houses a ring of eight bells. The Tenor bell weighs fourteen
hundredweight and is tuned to F sharp. We hear them ringing
Oxford Bob Triples.

SUN 05:45 Profile (m001vc47)
[Repeat of broadcast at 19:00 on Saturday]

SUN 06:00 News Summary (m001vc2y)
The latest national and international news from BBC Radio 4

SUN 06:05 Something Understood (b05wnjjk)
Feeling Groovy

The jazz musician Django Bates has a professional instinct for
finding his way into 'the groove'. In 'Feeling Groovy', he
reflects on what that means, both musically and in reference to
our daily lives - that sense of all things being possible, of being
at one with the world.

He draws on the experience of other musicians - such as Louis
Armstrong, John Coltrane and Morton Feldman - as well as the
poetry of Elizabeth Jennings and the writings of James Baldwin.
He also visits Air Studios in London to talk to legendary
mastering engineer Ray Staff about the particular appeal of
vinyl grooves.

The readers are Jacqueline King and Cleveland Watkiss.

Produced by Alan Hall
A Falling Tree production for BBC Radio 4

SUN 06:35 On Your Farm (m001vc30)
Three Women in Beef

Anna Hill meets three women from three different generations,
working together to produce organic beef on a small farm in
Suffolk. She hears how two of them are first-time farmers,
brought into agriculture by circumstance. The farm manger, a
single mother, used to work in a concrete factory, but took a job
on the farm to make ends meet when she was out of work. She
later recruited her niece, who had started a course in tourism
but decided it wasn't for her, and now says she loves her cows
and wouldn't work anywhere else. Meanwhile the farm owner,
now in her 80s, still does the paperwork, pays the bills and runs
the business. It's a tale of co-operation, compassionate animal
welfare, and faith in the strength of women to get the job done.

Produced and presented by Anna Hill

SUN 06:57 Weather (m001vc32)
The latest weather reports and forecast

SUN 07:00 News and Papers (m001vc34)
The latest news headlines. Including a look at the papers.

SUN 07:10 Sunday (m001vc36)
The ethics of surrogacy

Pope Francis has called for a global ban on surrogacy, saying it
is the commercialisation of pregnancy and a threat to human
dignity. Edward Stourton hears the experiences of a couple and
their surrogate and explores the ethics of surrogacy with
Christian ethicist Dr Helen Watt and fertility lawyer Natalie
Gamble.

The Houthis in Yemen have been carrying out a campaign of
drone and missile attacks on commercial ships in the Red Sea,
prompting US and UK air strikes this week. But who are the
Houthis? What do they believe? International relations
professor Simon Mabon explains the theology and ideology
behind this Shia Islamist group.

In recent decades, Ireland has seen the most extraordinary
decline in Catholicism, with far fewer people regularly
attending Mass. There's also a crisis within the clergy as the
supply of vocations has dwindled. The average age of Catholic
priests in Ireland is 70, for nuns it's over 80. Two new
documentaries from the Irish broadcaster, RTE examine the
possibility that both professions could be in terminal decline.

This year is the 200th anniversary of the birth of the Austrian
composer, Anton Bruckner. He became a prominent figure in
19th century music, famous for his sacred works and his
symphonies. The writer and composer, Stephen Johnson reflects
on how Bruckner's Christian faith inspired his work and how

writing music to the glory of God helped Bruckner to manage
his mental health problems.

Presenter: Edward Stourton
Producer: Jonathan Hallewell and Alexa Good
Editor: Tim Pemberton

SUN 07:54 Radio 4 Appeal (m001vbvs)
The Charlie Waller Trust

Broadcaster Mark Durden-Smith makes the Radio 4 Appeal on
behalf of The Charlie Waller Trust.

To Give:

- UK Freephone 0800 404 8144

-You can donate online at bbc.co.uk/appeal/radio4

- Freepost BBC Radio 4 Appeal. (That’s the whole address.
Please do not write anything else on the front of the envelope).
Mark the back of the envelope ‘The Charlie Waller Trust’.

- Cheques should be made payable to ‘The Charlie Waller
Trust’.

Please note that Freephone and online donations for this charity
close at 23.59 on the Saturday after the Appeal is first
broadcast. However the Freepost option can be used at any
time.

Charity Number: 1109984

SUN 07:57 Weather (m001vc38)
The latest weather forecast

SUN 08:00 News and Papers (m001vc3b)
The latest news headlines. Including a look at the Sunday
papers.

SUN 08:10 Sunday Worship (m001vc3d)
Calling

From St Olave's Church York; leader and preacher The Revd
Canon Liz Hassall. The service takes the theme of calling,
applying the idea of vocation to all of life. Music: The Call
(Richard Lloyd); Hail to the Lord's Anointed (Cruger); Gloria
(Richard Shephard); Revelation 5: 1-10; Psalm 139: 1-5 and
12-18; John 1: 43-51; Agnus Dei (Mass for 4 voices, Byrd); O
Jesus, I have promised (Wolvercote); Director of Music: Keith
Wright; Assistant Director of Music (and organist): Maximillian
Elliott; Producer: Philip Billson

SUN 08:48 A Point of View (m001v42s)
In the Grey Zone

Mark Damazer says we need to find a different vocabulary to
define political leadership and achievement.

"The rhetoric that accompanied Alistair Darling's death,' Mark
writes, 'raises some age-old questions about the way we think
and judge our political masters'.

He questions why 'this torrent of respect, admiration and
affection' can only happen when a politician dies. "You simply
don't talk this way about any living politician', he says, 'unless
you're a cultist'.

The present way of judging politicians, he believes, gives us
little idea who is any good at getting the job done.

Producer: Adele Armstrong

Sound: Peter Bosher

Production coordinator: Gemma Ashman
Editor: Richard Fenton-Smith

SUN 08:58 Tweet of the Day (b04t0v9m)
Magnificent Frigatebird

Michael Palin presents the magnificent frigatebird a true
oceanic bird, and resembling a hook-billed, pterodactyl of a
seabird.

Magnificent frigatebirds are some of the most accomplished
aeronauts of the tropical oceans. Their huge wingspans of over
two metres and long forked tails allow them to soar effortlessly
and pluck flying fish from the air, and also harass seabirds.
These acts of piracy earned them the name Man-o' War birds
and attracted the attention of Christopher Columbus.
Magnifcent Frigatebirds breed on islands in the Caribbean, and
along the tropical Pacific and Atlantic coasts of central and
South America as well as on the Galapagos Islands. Frigatebird
courtship is an extravagant affair. The males gather in "clubs" ,
perching on low trees or bushes.

Here they inflate their red throat-pouches into huge scarlet
balloons, calling and clattering their bills together as they try to
lure down a female flying overhead. If they're successful, they

will sire a single chick which is looked after by both parents for
three months and by its mother only for up to 14 months, the
longest period of parental care by any bird.

SUN 09:00 Broadcasting House (m001vc3g)
The Sunday morning news magazine programme. Presented by
Paddy O'Connell

SUN 10:00 The Archers Omnibus (m001vc3j)
Contemporary drama in a rural setting

SUN 11:15 Desert Island Discs (m001vbq7)
Guli Francis-Dehqani, Church of England Bishop

The Rt Revd Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani is the Bishop of
Chelmsford. She also sits in Parliament as a Lord Spiritual and
last year she played a prominent role in the Coronation,
administering Holy Communion to the King and Queen.

She was born in Isfahan, central Iran, the youngest of four
children to Hassan Dehqani-Tafti, the first ethnic Iranian
Anglican Bishop of his country, and his wife Margaret. In 1980,
in the wake of the Islamic Revolution, her family were targeted
and forced to leave the country. She arrived in the UK aged 13
as a refugee. Four decades on, Guli has yet to set foot on
Iranian soil.

She was ordained as a deacon in 1998 and a priest the following
year. She was consecrated a bishop in November 2017, making
her the first woman from a minority ethnic background to be
ordained as an Anglican bishop in the UK.

She is the lead Bishop for Housing for the Church of England
and is a contributor to BBC Radio 4s Thought for the Day. She
is married to Lee, who is a priest, and they have three children.

DISC ONE: Requiem in D Minor, Op. 48: VI. Libera me.
Composed by Gabriel Fauré and performed by Stephen Varcoe
(baritone), The Cambridge Singers, conducted by John Rutter
DISC TWO: Morgh-e Sahar - Homayoun Shajarian and Dastan
Ensemble

DISC THREE: Ride on Time - Black Box

DISC FOUR: Miniatures for Piano Trio. Set 2: No. 4,
Romance. Composed by Frank Bridge and performed by
Alexander Chaushian and Ashley Wass

DISC FIVE: Variations on Bahram’s Melody. Composed by
Bahram Dehqani-Tafti and performed by Gabriel Francis-
Dehqani with Fiona Sweeney, Krystof Kohout and Will Harmer
DISC SIX: Take me to Church - Sinead O’Connor

DISC SEVEN: Sovereign Light Café - Keane

DISC EIGHT: Mahi - Golnar Shahyar, Mahan Mirarab, (feat.
Luis Guerra)

BOOK CHOICE: The Book of Kings

LUXURY ITEM: Photo albums

CASTAWAY'S FAVOURITE: Requiem in D Minor, Op. 48:
VI. Libera me. Composed by Gabriel Fauré and performed by
Stephen Varcoe (baritone), The Cambridge Singers, conducted
by John Rutter

Presenter Lauren Laverne
Producer Paula McGinley

SUN 12:00 News Summary (m001vc7j)
The latest national and international news from BBC Radio 4.

SUN 12:04 Just a Minute (m001v3h3)
Series 92

1. A Double Date with Prince Rainier, Hilda Ogden and Sophia
Loren

Sue Perkins challenges Paul Merton, Daliso Chaponda, Kerry
Godliman, and Zoe Lyons to speak for 60 seconds without
repetition, deviation or hesitation.

The long-running Radio 4 panel game is back for a new series
with subjects this week ranging from How To Impress At Wine
Tasting To Commemorative Plates.

Production Co-ordinator: Sarah Nicholls
Sound Editor: Marc Willcox

Producer: Rajiv Karia

An EcoAudio certified production.

A BBC Studios Production for Radio 4.
SUN 12:32 The Food Programme (m001vc3n)
Eating for Two?

Jaega Wise is on a mission to find out what she should really be
eating while pregnant - from conception to birth.

Supported by bbc.co.uk/programmes/
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Presented by Jaega Wise
Produced in Bristol for BBC Audio by Natalie Donovan

SUN 12:57 Weather (m001vc3q)
The latest weather forecast

SUN 13:00 The World This Weekend (m001vc3s)
Radio 4's look at the week's big stories from both home and
around the world

SUN 13:30 Gangster (m001vc3v)
Catching the Kingpins

Catching the Kingpins: 2. Threat to Life

It's April 2020, and the Metropolitan Police are overwhelmed
with messages hacked from the EncroChat network.

Buried among the millions of texts and photographs, are the
outlines of a murder plot. An anonymous EncroChat user is
trying to source a gun and some ammunition for a drive by
shooting.

Will the police discover the messages before it’s too late? And
will they be willing to risk the secrecy of the entire EncroChat
operation by arresting someone on EncroChat evidence alone?

Presenter: Mobeen Azhar
Series Producer: Andrew Hosken
Editor and Executive Producer: Innes Bowen

Catching the Kingpins is a BBC Studios Production for BBC
Sounds.

SUN 14:00 Gardeners' Question Time (m001v3z9)
Chess Valley

Is it better to propagate house plants in water or straight into
s0il? Is crop rotation necessary? What could I grow under my
row of standard Bay Trees?

Kathy Clugston is in Chess Valley, Hertfordshire for this week's
programme, along with her panel of horticultural experts =
proud plantsman Matt Biggs, grow your own guru Bob
Flowerdew, and pest and disease expert Pippa Greenwood.

Later, Juliet Sargeant transports us all the way to Zanzibar, East
Africa, as she gives us a masterclass on the wide variety of
spices the island has to offer and how you could potentially
grow them in your own garden.

Senior Producer: Dan Cocker
Assistant Producer: Dulcie Whadcock
Executive Producer: Hannah Newton

A Somethin' Else production for BBC Radio 4

SUN 14:45 Opening Lines (m001vc3z)
Our Man in Havana - Episode 2

In the series that takes a look at books, plays and stories and
how they work, John Yorke explores Graham Greene’s dark,
comic classic, Our Man in Havana.

Set in pre-revolutionary Cuba, Our Man in Havana is a comic
spy caper with a dark heart. In this the second episode on the
novel, John considers what impact the place had on the work,
and how Greene’s fictional locations became known as
‘Greeneland’. He also examines how Greene’s attitude to the
question of loyalty, a recurring theme in his writing, is central to
this book.

John Yorke has worked in television and radio for nearly 30
years, and he shares his experience with Radio 4 listeners as he
unpacks the themes and impact of the books, plays and stories
that are being dramatised in BBC Radio 4’s Sunday Drama
series.

From EastEnders to The Archers, Life on Mars to Shameless,
he has been obsessed with telling big popular stories. He has
spent years analysing not just how stories work but why they
resonate with audiences around the globe and has brought
together his experience in his bestselling book Into the Woods.
As former Head of Channel Four Drama, Controller of BBC
Drama Production and MD of Company Pictures, John has
tested his theories during an extensive production career
working on some of the world’s most lucrative, widely viewed
and critically acclaimed TV drama. As founder of the hugely
successful BBC Writers Academy John has trained a generation
of screenwriters - his students have had 17 green-lights in the
last two years alone.

Contributors:

Christopher Hull, Lecturer in Spanish and Latin American
studies at Chester University and author of Our Man Down in
Havana

Sarah Rainsford, BBC Foreign Correspondent, author of Our
‘Woman in Havana: Reporting Castro’s Cuba

Reading by Matthew Gravelle

Credits:

Our Man in Havana by Graham Greene

Publisher - Vintage Digital; New Ed edition (2 Oct. 2010)
Archive - Radio 4’s A Writer At Work on 15/8/1969.

Produced by Alison Vernon-Smith
Executive Producer: Sara Davies
Sound by Sean Kerwin
Researcher Nina Semple
Production Manager Sarah Wright

A Pier production for BBC Radio 4

SUN 15:00 Drama on 4 (m001vc43)
Our Man in Havana - Episode 2

Episode Two

James Wormold meets Milly's ardent admirer, the sinister
Captain Segura and M 16 have sent Beatrice Severn from
London to Havana to work with James. Things begin to take a
worrying turn and suspicion beings to fall on Doctor
Hasselbacher.

Wormold ... Rory Kinnear

Beatrice ..... Emily Berrington

Hasselbacher ..... Kenneth Collard

Milly ..... Kitty O'Sullivan

Hawthorne ..... Miles Jupp

Captain Segura ..... Joseph Balderrama

Carter ..... John Lightbody

Teresa/Iris ..... Rhiannon Neads

Chief/Dr Braun ..... Michael Bertenshaw
Sanchez/Waiter/British Ambassador ..... Martin Marquez
MacDougall/Joe/Policeman 2 ...... Josh Bryant-Jones
Rudy/Policeman 1 ..... Jot Davies

Mistress of Sanchez/Ambassador's Assistant ..... Jessica Turner

Directed by Tracey Neale

James Wormold's wife has left him and he is now scraping a
living as a vacuum cleaner salesman and looking after Milly,
their teenage daughter to whom he is completely devoted. Milly
is being educated by nuns, but Wormold has lost any faith he
might once have had. At a difficult age, torn between her
devout Catholicism and burgeoning sexuality Milly talks
religion, but enjoys her new-found power over men who find
her attractive. Her most ardent admirer is the sinister Captain
Segura whose bloody reputation goes before him. Wormold is
not at all happy about this state of affairs. He is approached by
a British intelligence officer named Hawthorne who offers him
money to spy for his country. Struggling for money, Wormold
accepts the offer - the trouble is he doesn't know the first thing
about spying nor does he have any useful contacts or
information. Loathe to give up his new source of income he hits
on the idea of inventing intelligence and fellow agents he has
recruited. However, some of the names he chooses are those of
real people living in Havana. Knowing that MI6 will lose
interest unless he spices up his reports, Wormold sends sketches
of vacuum cleaner parts, claiming they are a secret communist
nuclear base in the mountains. It's all going swimmingly till MI6
send him an assistant and wireless operator, Beatrice. Now he
has to keep his misinformation from her as well as his
paymasters! But when a news story reports that one of
Wormold's fictitious sources is killed in a car accident the story
takes a weird and dark turn. Wormold thinks the KGB must
have discovered he is an M16 spy and now they too believe his
reports. Way out of his depth Wormold is now on a desperate
mission to save his other sources whilst not being killed himself.

Our Man in Havana sees Graham Greene at his satirical best
taking pot-shots at "Britain's self-delusion about its standing in
the world”. With the world's attention focused on the standoff
between the USA and Russia, Greene cleverly saw that comedy
was one of the best ways of highlighting some of the absurdities
of the Cold War. A high watermark of what Greene called his
'Entertainments', the novel is a joyful farce that still hits its
satirical targets in Whitehall today.

Jeremy Front is an award winning dramatist whose work
includes 'Sword of Honour', 'Brideshead Revisited' and
Greene's 'Stamboul Train' as well as his much-loved Radio 4
series: 'Charles Paris Mysteries'.

Writer - Graham Greene

Adapted by - Jeremy Front

Produced and Directed by Tracey Neale
Technical Producer - Keith Graham
Production Co-Ordinator - Ben Hollands

SUN 16:00 Open Book (m001vbw6)
Hisham Matar

Chris Power talks to the writer Hisham Matar about his new
novel My Friends. His previous books, including the Booker
shortlisted In the Country of Men, Anatomy of a
Disappearance, and the Pulitzer Prize winning The Return, have
dealt with the difficulty of living in the shadow of oppressive
regimes. My Friends describes the relationship between three
exiled friends from Libya - Khaled, Mustafa and Hosam - over
several decades from the 1980s to the 2010s and the terrible
events which were to shape the young men's lives in the UK.

And we hear about two new psychological thrillers which take
us into the glamour and underworld of stage and film. Chris
MacDonald’s The Actor follows Adam who, on the brink of
winning an Oscar, is haunted by his past life at a toxic drama
school. Here In The Dark, by New York Times culture critic
Alexis Soloski, follows theatre critic Vivian who gets caught up
in a real-life missing person story which outdoes for drama the
plays she spends so much of her time evaluating and
eviscerating.

Book list - Sunday January 14 and Thursday January 18

In the Country of Men by Hisham Matar
A